Why Teach Literacy? Some Answers From Research…..
35% of children enter school academically at-risk – a significant statistic considering that the skills a child
enters school with directly predict later academic performance.
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The skills a child enters school with directly predict later academic performance. A poor 1st grade reader has a
90% probability of being a poor 4th grade reader, and a kindergartner with good alphabet knowledge will likely
be a good reader in 10th grade.
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…low income children need high quality, center-based care.
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97% of professional parents have alphabet books in the home, compared to only 53% of parents on public aid.
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…upon entering first grade, a middle-class child has enjoyed 1,000 to 1,700 hours of one-on-one reading while
a low-income child has just experienced only 25 hours of one-on-one reading.
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Children from low-income families are also less likely to have parents who read to them, help them with
homework and participate in school activities.
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Children of low-income immigrants are at risk for slower cognitive development, slower language development
and poorer academic performance due to poverty, low parental education and limited English proficiency.
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…adults without basic literacy skills accounted for 75% of the unemployed and 60% of prison inmates while
85% of youngsters appearing in court were unable to read.
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Teens that have significant reading problems are also 4 times more likely than their peers to contemplate or
attempt suicide.
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