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Student Evaluations

Reporting Evaluations

1.  After your students have been pre-evaluated and placed into groups with tutors, 
submit the Corps Registration Form ABS ML-1 to your Program Coordinator. 

2.  Enter the pre-evaluation scores onto the Student Evaluation Report Form ABS 
ML-2 and keep the form in your Journal until the end of the tutoring program, at 
which time you will record the post-evaluation scores.

3.  Keep careful attendance on the Student Attendance Report Form ABS ML-3, 
including all children, even those who have been pre-evaluated but do not attend 
subsequent sessions or only one or two sessions.

4.  This tutoring program has been planned for 16 sessions, (14 lessons with a pre-
evaluation session and a post-evaluation session).  Whether all these sessions are 
completed or not, the ABS ML-2 is required.  

5.  At the end of the tutoring program, enter the post-evaluation scores on ABS 
ML-2 (Evaluation) and submit it along with the ABS ML-3 (Attendance) to your 
Program Coordinator.

6.  Upon receipt of your Evaluation and Attendance forms, completion certificates 
and American Bible Society Bibles will be sent to you for your students.

Administering Evaluations

Detailed instructions for administering the student evaluations are given in the 
first and final session segments of this manual.
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American Bible Society
Mission:  Literacy Tutoring Program

Corps Registration Form
Please complete and submit this form each time you begin a 16-session tutoring program.

 Corps: ________________________________________      Date: _____________________

 Contact Person: ________________________________      Phone No.: ________________

 Email: ________________________________________

 Trained in Mission: Literacy by: _______________________________________________

 Tutoring Program begin date: ____________________________

 Number of students in tutoring program:  __________ 

 Number of Groups these students are divided into:  __________  

 Number of tutors: __________

 Number of days per week:  __________          Length of session (in minutes):  __________

 Number of programs in which we are using Mission: Literacy material:  __________

 We plan to continue using Mission: Literacy materials          Yes       No

If  Yes, as part of what programs:

 COMMENTS:

ABS ML-1



American Bible Society
Mission:  Literacy Tutoring Program

Student Evaluation Report Form
 Corps: _________________________________      Phone No.:  ____________________

 Pre-Evaluation Date: _______________      Post-Evaluation Date: _______________
______________________________________________________________________________

        Pre-     Post-
                         No. of        Eval     Eval

 Student                *Ethnicity   Age    Grade    Sessions    Score    Score   Variance
______________________________________________________________________________

 1____________________________________________________________________________

 2____________________________________________________________________________

 3____________________________________________________________________________

 4____________________________________________________________________________

 5____________________________________________________________________________

 6____________________________________________________________________________

 7____________________________________________________________________________

 8____________________________________________________________________________

 9____________________________________________________________________________

 10___________________________________________________________________________

 11___________________________________________________________________________

 12___________________________________________________________________________

 13___________________________________________________________________________

 14___________________________________________________________________________

 15___________________________________________________________________________
  
      *Ethnicity:  l.  Black/African American 4.  Latino/Hispanic 

2.  Asian                                     5.  Native American
3. Caucasian              6.  Multiracial                                          

   ABS ML-2



American Bible Society
Mission:  Literacy Tutoring Program

Student Attendance Report Form
 Corps: ______________________________________________

 Contact Person: ______________________________      Phone No.: ___________________
______________________________________________________________________________
                                     Session Dates                                  Total
 Student Names                                                           Attn.
______________________________________________________________________________

 1____________________________________________________________________________

 2____________________________________________________________________________

 3____________________________________________________________________________

 4____________________________________________________________________________

 5____________________________________________________________________________

 6____________________________________________________________________________

 7____________________________________________________________________________

 8____________________________________________________________________________

 9____________________________________________________________________________

 10___________________________________________________________________________

 11___________________________________________________________________________

 12___________________________________________________________________________

 13___________________________________________________________________________

 14___________________________________________________________________________

 15___________________________________________________________________________

 16___________________________________________________________________________

 17___________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                            ABS ML-3 



First Session       

Instructions for Administering
the Reading Skills Pre-Evaluation

Each student is evaluated individually.  For each pre-evaluation, you will need a copy 
of the Sentences-to-Read Student Pre-Evaluation Worksheet and the Sentences-
to-Read Tutor Pre-Evaluation Worksheet.

Note:  It's a good idea to laminate the student's worksheet, as you'll be using it 
over and over again and it will wear better if it's covered.  Of course, you will need 
writable copies of the Tutor's Worksheet, as you'll need to record the student's 
information, the date, and evaluation results.

1.  Welcome the student and make him or her comfortable.

2.  Fill in the date and the student's full name on the Tutor's Worksheet.  This 
sheet will be kept on file.

3.  Hand the student a copy of the Sentences-to-Read Worksheet and say, “This is 
an exercise that will help me to see how much you already know.  I'd like you to 
read the sentences on this page out loud, please, beginning with number one and 
reading as many as you can.  Don't worry about the sentences not going together to 
make a story—they're not supposed to.”

4.  Ask the student, “Do you have any questions?”  Answer any questions, then say, 
“Alright, let's begin with the first sentence.”

5.  As the student reads the sentences aloud, circle the number on your Tutor's 
Worksheet beside each sentence he or she can read easily.

6.  When the student comes to a sentence he or she cannot read easily, say, 
“That's fine, you can stop reading now.”

7.  Write the student's score (the number of the last sentence easily read) on your 
worksheet.

iv



8.  Ask the student to return the Student Worksheet; tell him or her they did well, 
that the evaluation is over, and thank the student.

9.  Once all the students have been evaluated, transfer the results for each 
student to the Student Evaluation Report Form ABS ML-2, which will be used again 
for the post-evaluations at the end of the tutoring program.

10.  If a student reads all the sentences (tests out), follow the same guidelines for 
reporting as for the other students.  Enter their score on the pre-evaluation 
worksheet, keep attendance and, at the end of the tutoring program, post-evaluate 
the student.  The objective with these students will be to prevent the “summer 
learning gap” which often occurs when children go all summer without reading.  

a.  These students will be placed in a “Catch Me Reading Club” (you can 
rename the club to suit your program), in which they will read three to five books 
from a suggested reading list during the 16-week tutoring program.

b.  The students may choose to (1) write a book report about one of the 
stories they read or (2) write and perform, with other students in their class, a 
skit about one of the books they read.

c.  All the students will choose a book to read and tell the story in their own 
words to the other students in the class.

d.  Each student will keep a journal in which to make notes on their reading, 
draw pictures, and to write down interesting or new words.  They should look the 
words up in the dictionary and record the meaning of the words in their journals. 
(The journals should be substantial, such as composition notebooks with a hard 
cover.)

e.  Books can be ordered through RainbowResource.com or other book 
sellers.  Recommended series are Christian Heroes Then and Now, Magic Tree 
House, American Heroes, Cul-de-Sac Kids, Boxcar Kids.
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 PRE-EVALUATION STUDENT WORKSHEET 

SENTENCES TO READ

1.  I want to see!

2.  A man had two sons.

3.  Why are you so good to me?

4.  Where did you work today?

5.  Please let me buy a piece of land.

6.  Please let me have a drink of water.

7.  I don't have any silver or gold!

8.  We each must carry our own load.

9.  I will look for my sheep and take care of them myself.

10.  The king asked, “What do you want me to do?”

11.  Come to my home each day and listen to me.

12.  Don't follow anyone like that or do what they do.

13.  If you follow me, you will live a long time.

14.  I know I will live to see how kind you are.

15.  We have a place where you and your men can stay.



16.  The only animal I took was the donkey I rode on.

17.  Pour water in a cooking pot and set it over a fire.

18.  Try to get along and live peacefully with each other.

19.  Can you catch a sea monster by using a fishhook?

20.  Where is the home of light, and where does darkness live?

21.  Here is a list of the priests who worked on the wall.

22.  Take off your sandals—the ground where you are standing is holy.

23.  Joseph brought the boys to him, and he hugged and kissed them.

24.  When the brothers started emptying their sacks of grain, they found 
their moneybags in them.

25.  Before horses are ridden into battle, they paw at the ground, proud of 
their strength.

26.  There was once a cedar tree in Lebanon with large, strong branches 
reaching to the sky.

27.  The man measured the wall of the temple, and it was ten feet thick.

28.  The servant had brought along an expensive ring and two large gold 
bracelets.

29.  To the people, the Lord's glory looked like a blazing fire on top of the 
mountain.

30.  While he was still praying, a beautiful unmarried young woman came by 
with a water jug on her shoulder.



 PRE-EVALUATION    TUTOR WORKSHEET 

SENTENCES TO READ

Date: _________________

Student's Name: __________________________    Score: ________
_________________________________________________________

1.  I want to see!  (Mark 10:51)

2.  A man had two sons.  (Luke 15:11)

3.  Why are you so good to me?  (Ruth 2:10)

4.  Where did you work today?  (Ruth 2:19)

5.  Please let me buy a piece of land.  (Genesis 23:2)

6.  Please let me have a drink of water.  (Genesis 24:17)

7.  I don't have any silver or gold!  (Acts 3:6)

8.  We each must carry our own load.  (Galatians 6:5)

9.  I will look for my sheep and take care of them myself.  (Ezekiel 34:11)

10.  The king asked, “What do you want me to do?”  (Nehemiah 2:4)

11.  Come to my home each day and listen to me.  (Proverbs 8:34)

12.  Don't follow anyone like that or do what they do.  (Proverbs 1:15)

13.  If you follow me, you will live a long time.  (Proverbs 9:11)

14.  I know I will live to see how kind you are.  (Psalm 27:14)

15.  We have a place where you and your men can stay.  (Genesis 24:25)

16.  The only animal I took was the donkey I rode on.  (Nehemiah 2:12)

17.  Pour water in a cooking pot and set it over a fire.  (Ezekiel 24:3)



18.  Try to get along and live peacefully with each other.  (2 Corinthians 
13:11)

19.  Can you catch a sea monster by using a fishhook?  (Job 41:1)

20.  Where is the home of light, and where does darkness live?  (Exodus 
12:35)

21.  Here is a list of the priests who worked on the wall.  (Job 38:19)

22.  Take off your sandals—the ground where you are standing is holy. 
(Nehemiah 3:22)

23.  Joseph brought the boys to him, and he hugged and kissed them. 
(Exodus 3:5)

24.  When the brothers started emptying their sacks of grain, they found 
their moneybags in them.  (Genesis 48:10)

25.  Before horses are ridden into battle, they paw at the ground, proud of 
their strength.  (Genesis 42:35)

26.  There was once a cedar tree in Lebanon with large, strong branches 
reaching to the sky.  (Job 39:21)

27.  The man measured the wall of the temple, and it was ten feet thick. 
(Ezekiel 31:3)

28.  The servant had brought along an expensive ring and two large gold 
bracelets.  (Ezekiel 41:5)

29.  To the people, the Lord's glory looked like a blazing fire on top of the 
mountain.  (Genesis 24:22)

30.  While he was still praying, a beautiful unmarried young woman came by 
with a water jug on her shoulder.  (Genesis 24:15)



Teaching Notes

1.  Provide a “Journal” (a folder with pockets) and a “Dictionary” (a note pad for 
new words) for each student which they will personalize during the first several 
lessons.  The students will take these records of their work home with them at the 
end of the tutoring sessions.

2.  Make a “Tutor's Journal” for yourself, too.  In it, keep notes relating to your 
students, progress reports, and things they make and give to you (don't be 
surprised if they show their appreciation of the time you are taking with them in 
this way).

3.  Following is the format for the lessons in this manual.  The composition of every 
tutor's classroom is different and adjustments will need to be made for time 
constraints, etc.; however, if cuts in the lesson materials are necessary, it's best 
to make them in the area of worksheet activities rather than in reading or phonics 
instruction.

     a.  Welcome your students; give them a few minutes to unwind and settle down.

     b.  Pre-Reading Strategies:  this includes a craft and teaching the sight words.

     c.  During-Reading Strategies:  the students learn to read the Bible story in 
this segment; pronunciation, meaning of words, and punctuation, etc., are also 
addressed. 

   
     d.  After-Reading Strategies:  phonics and writing activities take place in this 
segment.

     e.  Closing:  always close with prayer.  And remember, the students should leave 
looking forward to the next session!

3.  Be sure to read the Scripture on which the lessons are based before you teach 
them so you're familiar with the complete story and thus confident in your 
teaching and prepared to answer questions the students may ask.
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4.  All four literacy skills (reading, writing, speaking, and listening) are included in 
each lesson.  Some skills may be emphasized more in one lesson than another, but 
all are important, and will be equally emphasized over the course of the lessons.

5.  Everyone has a preferred way of learning, including children;  some learn better 
by listening (auditory learners), some by reading (visual learners), and some by 
writing things down or using their hands in some way (tactile learners).  These 
lessons employ all these various ways of learning.

6.  For most new learners, writing is very important.  It “stands still.”  It doesn't 
require an immediate response.  Some students dislike being put on the spot and 
are uncomfortable initially with the quick give and take of verbal questions and 
answers.  Writing activities give them time to think and use language they might 
not otherwise use.

7.  Watch your students' faces as you teach.  If you see puzzlement, reteach; if 
you see frustration, change your approach, or change the activity; if you see 
enlightenment, praise your student and build on the achievement.

8.  It's important to create a positive learning experience all the time, so some 
basic rules are:  don't teach what the students already know (they'll get bored real 
quick), don't ask them questions about what you haven't taught yet (it puts the 
students on the defensive, makes them feel “dumb,” and they may not come back); 
don't skip around in a sequence to “test” a student (that's sneaky—and a child 
knows a trick when he sees it—and you want the students to trust you).

9.  As a student is reading, remember not to tap out the words; instead, run your 
finger smoothly under the words as he/she reads to encourage fluency in reading.

10.  “Had a turn, gets a turn,” is mentioned in several lessons as a fair way for 
students to have a turn at various times.  That concept is accomplished in the 
following way:  Mark one small plastic tumbler Had a Turn, and another one Gets a 
Turn.  Buy craft (popsicle) sticks from the Dollar Store with a star or apple on top. 
Have students write their names on the sticks and decorate them.  During class, 
always have students raise their hand to answer questions.  When they are correct, 
transfer their stick from “Gets a Turn” to “Had a Turn.”  This encourages each
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student to have a turn and keeps learning fun and fair, ensuring the class time 
won't become competitive, which is what the students often experience in school.

11.  If at any time a student asks to take a project, craft, or worksheet home with 
them rather than placing it in their Journal, do not argue; let them do so.  

12.  Teach the students to be resourceful by having several boxes (about shoe box 
size) available in the classroom in which to put leftover craft scraps for later use.

13.  The Activities and Games section of this manual contains suggestions for 
things to make and do when you know you will have a little extra time to fill in a 
session or when you have a special occasion and need a special craft or activity. The 
“Use Your Brain” questions can be used as a dice game or a Had-a-Turn, Gets-a-
Turn game or you can make up your own game using these questions.

14.  It is recommended that you prepare all the sight words for the word wall and 
the student's word clips at the same time and before you begin the tutoring 
sessions.  (It's a good project for one of your ladies' groups.)

15.  The Alphabet and Phonics Book pages are included with the lessons in which 
they are used.  Most of the pages of the book have been changed so (1) the words 
that are not proper nouns are no longer capitalized, (2) the letters a, g, and k are 
now traceable by the students, (3) the word on page 4 (Dd) is changed, and (4) the 
type font is now the same throughout the book.  Tutors will need these changed 
pages, as the lessons are based on them; therefore, the entire Alphabet and 
Phonics Book is on a pdf file that will be included with the lesson volumes when 
they are sent to your Corps.

16.  The “Leading a Child to Jesus” guide which follows is a suggested pattern only. 
Every child's experience in coming to Jesus is unique and different from any other. 
It's often helpful, however, to have a guide on hand to keep you on track as you 
deal with the child's questions and lead them to salvation.
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Leading a Child to Jesus

God's eternal salvation is as simple as

A * B * C

A Admit to God that you are a
sinner and you need Him.

“For all have sinned, and come short
  of the glory of God.”  Romans 3:23

B Believe that Jesus died and rose
again for your sins.

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
  and thou shalt be saved.”  
  Acts 16:31

C Confess Jesus as Lord of your life
to God and to others.

“That if thou shalt confess with thy
  mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 
  believe in thine heart that God 
  hath raised him from the dead, 
  thou shalt be saved.”  Romans 10:9
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John 3:16: “God so loved the world,

God loves every boy and girl, every teenager, and every adult in the 

world.  That means God loves you!

Because God loves you, He did something special for you.

“that He gave His only begotten son,

Every person is a sinner.  Romans 3:23 says, “All have sinned.”  Your sin 

deserves punishment.  That punishment is separation from God forever. 

Jesus, God's Son, died on the cross to take your punishment for you, 

and to forgive your sins.

How can you have your sins forgiven?

“that whosoever believes in Him...

Believing in Jesus is...

1.  believing that Jesus, the Son of God, is the only One Who can 
     take away your sins;
2.  believing that Jesus died and rose again to take the    
     punishment for your sins;
3.  trusting in Jesus as your Savior.

    What will God do for you if you believe in Jesus as your Savior?
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“should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

If you believe in Jesus as your Savior, you will have everlasting life. 

You will not go to Hell when you die.  You will go to Heaven to live with 

Jesus forever.

Everlasting life is a gift from God that no one can ever take away from 

you.

If you want Jesus to be your Savior, believe in Him now.  

You can tell Him in prayer about your decision.

“Dear Lord, I know I have sinned and deserve to be

  punished.  I believe that Jesus loves me and died on

  the cross to take the punishment for my sins.  I now

  trust Jesus as my Savior.  I know that I have ever-

  lasting life.  Amen.”

     - After you have trusted Jesus as your Savior, tell others about it.

     - Read some verses from the Bible every day.

     - Talk to God every day, too.  When you sin, confess it to God and 

He will forgive you.

     - Go to Sunday school and church every Sunday to learn more about 

Jesus.
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Book 25, Lesson 57  (Part 1 of 2)

PETER BREAKS A PROMISE

Scripture:  Mark 14:27-31, 66-72

Spiritual Emphasis:  This story of betrayal, remorse, and forgiveness shows that a 
person can fail in times of weakness and still live a life of purpose, hope, and faith.

Academic Goal:  letter N and /n/ sound; nouns and pronouns

Pre-Reading Strategies

1.  Distribute the pocket folders that will be the students' “Journals” and explain 
that their completed writing projects will be placed in them as a record of their 
work, to be taken home later.  Also distribute the note pads that will be their 
“Personal Dictionaries.”  Tell the students they will be writing words and 
definitions in them.  Have the students put their names on their Journals and 
Dictionaries and decorate the covers with markers and stickers you've brought for 
that purpose.  

2.  There are no sight words for Book 25.

During Reading Strategies

1.  Introduce the story to the students by reminding them of the story “Jesus 
Prays to His Father.”  Tell them this story continues where that one ended.  

Say, “Jesus had finished praying and the soldiers had come to arrest him.  The 
disciples knew they could be arrested, too, as followers of Jesus, so they all ran 
away—except for Peter.  This story tells what happened with Peter.”

Read the story to the students as they follow along and look at the pictures.  When 
you come to the end of the story, don't leave it with Peter weeping.  Tell the 
students that Jesus forgave Peter immediately when he saw him again after he 
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arose from the grave.  Tell them that Peter became a great leader of the 
Christians when Jesus went back to heaven.  Have the students read the story with 
you, answering any questions.

2.  Teaching the Alphabet and Phonics Lesson.  You will need copies of page 14 of 
the revised Alphabet and Phonics Book for each student.

Step A

Distribute the student copies.  Hold up your copy for the students to see.  Say, 
“This is the letter N.”  Point to the letter N in the upper right hand corner of the 
page.  Say, “Let's say the name together:  N.  Good.  This big letter (pointing to the 
capital letter) is capital N.  And this letter (pointing to the small N) is small N. 
Let's say their names.  Capital N.  Small N.  Good.  I'm going to trace both Ns with 
my finger to get a feel for their shapes, and then I'd like you to do the same thing. 
They look a lot alike, don't they?”  (Put your fingertip on the capital N, saying 
'capital N' aloud, as you trace its shape, following the path you would take if you 
were printing the letter.  Repeat for the small N, saying 'small N' aloud as you 
trace the letter.)  Say, “Now you try it.  Good.  Now let's make a capital N in the 
air.”  Draw a big capital N in the air with your index finger; encourage the students 
to do the same.  “And let's make a small N in the air.”  Draw a small N (n) in the air 
with your index finger, encouraging the students to do the same.  

Say, “N is the name of the letter; the sound of the letter is /n/.  Say it with me: 
/n/.  Good.  Again:  /n/.  Great!  The sound for capital N and small N is the same.

“Now let's write the capital N on our sheets of paper (ABS ML T-1).”  Write a 
capital N on your dry erase board as the students write on their paper.  “Good. 
Now let's write a small N.”  Write a small N (n) on the board as the students write 
on their paper.  “Good.  Let's do it again; I'll go first, and then you.  Great!  Let's 
do it one more time!”  

Step B

Say, “Now let's look at the word at the bottom of the page.”  Point to the word net. 
“Can you tell me the name of the first letter in this word?”  Point to the N in net.  
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“That's right.  It's an N.  The word is net.  Read it with me:  net.  Good!  The
picture shows us two men in Bible times throwing a net out into a lake to catch fish. 
Let's read the word one more time:  net.  Good.”

Step C

Say, “Can you think of some other words that begin with the sound that net begins 
with?”  Help the students think of words such as:

name. nature, neck, new, nice, night, north, nod, “NO, NO, NEVER, NEVER!!”  

(If you know the following chorus, sing it now:
“When I remember that He died for me, I'll never go back anymore;
 When I remember that He died for me, I'll never go back anymore.
 No, no, never, never, uh-uh-uh.  I'll never go back anymore.
 No, no, never, never, uh-uh-uh.  I'll never go back anymore.”)

Step D

Say, “There are four words in our story that begin with the /n/ sound.  Some of 
them are used more than once.  Let's look for them.”  Help the students find these 
words:

night, pg 1 know, pg 2, 19, 21, 25 never, pg 3 no, pg 14, 19

Say, “And now let's all look for the words that end with the /n/ sound.  Help the 
students find the following words:

pg 1 – on, when pg 2 – when, ran pg 18 – man
pg 21 – even, man pg 22, 23 – then

Collect the alphabet pages at this time.

3.  With their Personal Dictionaries on hand, have the students look at the word 
arrested on page 1 of their books.  Say, “Did you know that the word arrested has  
more than one meaning?  Many of our English words do have more than one meaning,
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as you've probably already found out.  Let's look up arrested in the dictionary and
see what we find.”  Help the students find and write in their Personal Dictionaries 
the two definitions for arrested:

arrested:  a.  to put someone in jail or prison
       b.  to bring something to a stop

Have the students write two short sentences in their dictionaries that use the two 
definitions of arrested.  For example:

1.  The police arrested the robber and put him in jail.
2.  The spread of the fire was arrested by the water. 

Post-Reading Strategies

1.  Introduce the terms “noun” and “pronoun.”  Explain that nouns are people, 
places, and things, and that pronouns are used in place of (replacements for) nouns 
so we don't have to keep saying the names of people, places, and things over and 
over.  For example, instead of saying, “Tracy is my friend.  Tracy lives in Chicago; 
Tracy lives with her parents.”    We use pronouns and say, “Tracy is my friend.  She 
lives in Chicago with her parents.”

Give the students a piece of of Practice paper (ABS ML T-3) and have them make 
two columns, writing Nouns at the top of column 1 and Pronouns at the top of 
column 2 (write these words on your dry erase board so the students don't 
struggle with them).  Say, “Let's look in our story for some nouns and pronouns. 
Remember, nouns are people, places, and things; pronouns are words that are used 
in place of them.”  Help the students find the nouns and pronouns in the story.

Nouns  Pronouns

Pg 1 night, Jesus, Peter he
Pg 2 rooster you, me
Pg 3 Peter I
Pg 4 mob, Jesus, disciples him
Pg 6 Peter, Jesus, mob
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Pg 7 them (ask the students
     who “them” refers to)

Pg 8 mob, Jesus, high priest, house
Pg 9 Peter, yard, guards
Pg 10 fire, girl they (who does “they”

    refer to?)
Pg 13 Peter, fire, Jesus she, you
Pg 14 Peter I
Pg 15 gate he
Pg 16 girl, house, Peter
Pg 17 people, gate she
Pg 18 man, Jesus she, them
Pg 19 Peter I, him
Pg 20 Jesus they, you
Pg 21 Peter, man I, he
Pg 22 rooster
Pg 23 Peter, Jesus
Pg 24 rooster
Pg 25 you, me
Pg 26 Jesus it
Pg 27 Peter, yard he
Pg 28 he

2.  Have the students complete “Peter is Sorry” (ABS ML L57.1).  When completed, 
have them place the worksheets in their Journals.  Note:  Do this with all future 
worksheets as well, unless otherwise indicated.

Close in Prayer.  Ask God to help us remember how important it is to keep our 
promises and thank Him for always keeping His promises to us.
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Supplies Needed for This Volume

pocket folders markers, crayons, colored pencils
small spiral note pads scissors
white card stock glue & tape
construction paper brads
craft foam assorted stickers
craft sticks, large & small ribbon
wooden mixing spoons, 2 sizes tissue paper, yellow & red
yarn, assorted colors Google eyes, large & small
jingle bells, small Spangle Mix
felt squares, assorted colors dried beans
9” paper plates small paper bag or basket 
poster paint sponge stamps (optional)
brushes staplers and hole punches

Items Needed for This Lesson

Book 25, “Peter Breaks a Promise,” for each student
copies of Alphabet & Phonics Book page 14
Journal paper (ABS ML T-1)
Practice paper (ABS ML T-3)
pocket folders
small spiral note pads
stickers, etc., for decorating folders and notebooks

Items to Make

copies of worksheet ABS ML L57.1

After-Lesson Thoughts  (what worked and what didn't)
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Book 25, Lesson 58  (Part 2 of 2)

PETER BREAKS A PROMISE

Scripture:  Mark 14:27-31, 66-72

Spiritual Emphasis:  This story of betrayal, remorse, and forgiveness shows that a 
person can fail in times of weakness and still live a life of purpose, hope, and faith.

Academic Goal:  /ah/ sound; homophones

Pre-Reading Strategies

Have the students make the “rooster” craft (see example at ABS ML L58.1-1). 
Print a copy of ABS ML L58.1 on card stock for each student.  Have yellow tissue 
paper cut into small squares that the students can twist and glue onto the rooster 
form.  Have a smaller amount of red tissue paper cut into squares to make the 
rooster's comb.  Have a large Google eye available for each student to glue on their 
rooster when they've finished gluing the tissue pieces on.

When the students have finished their crafts, have them write their names on the 
back and place them in their Journals.  Note:  Do this with all future crafts as 
well, unless otherwise indicated. 

During-Reading Strategies

1.  Have the students take turns reading several pages of the story at a time.  

2.  Teaching the Alphabet and Phonics Book.  To teach this phonics lesson, the 
students do not need a copy of the page.

Step A

Hold up a copy of page 30 for the students to see and say, “This is a picture of a 
father and his children.  This is the word father.”  Run your finger under the word 
and say, “Let's read the word together:  father.  Good.  The sound we want to 
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study in this word is the /ah/ sound that the letter A makes.  Point to the letter A. 
Say, “The letter A makes more than one sound.  Remember the sound it makes in 
the word angel?  And another sound it makes in the word Adam?  The sound it 
makes in father is another sound it makes.  Listen:  f-ah-ther.  Say it with me: 
f-ah-ther.  Father.  Good!”  

Step B

Say, “Can you think of some other words that have that /ah/ sound:  Help the 
students think of words such as:

got, hot, bother, knock, shock, lock, cot, spot, rock, AAAHHHHCHOO!

Step C

Say, “Let's look in our story for words that have this /ah/ sound in them.”  Help 
the students find the following words:

arrested, pg 1 away, pg 4 followed, pg 6 mob, pg 6, 8
yard, pg 9, 27 around, pg 10 another, pg 16

Post-Reading Strategies

1.  Before class, make a copy of ABS ML L58.2 for each student.  As you give them 
the word list of homophones, say, “There are many words in the English language 
that sound the same but they are spelled differently and they have different 
meanings.  We call these words homophones.  You don't need to remember that 
word, but you do need to know the difference between homophones when you hear 
them and see them.”

Read through the word list with the students without commenting on the different 
meanings of the words.  Then say, “I'm going to read a sentence for each pair of 
words.  Please circle the word that is used in the sentence.  For instance, the first 
sentence is:

1.  I ate an apple today.      You would circle the word ate: a-t-e.”  
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2.  The wind blew hard.
3.  Please stand by me.
4.  Your library book is due.
5.  This gift is for you.
6.  Can you hear me?
7.  The coach knew the rules
8.  This hat is too plain.
9.  Have you read this book?
10.  Please write me a letter.
11. This road is bumpy.
12.  Put up the sail on the boat.
13.  Do you see all the stars?
14.  My sister had a baby son.

2.  Give each of the students a piece of Practice paper (ABS ML T-3).  Have them 
put their name and date on it.  On the first line, have them write:  

1.  Peter's Promise.
Four lines below that, have them write:

2.  Peter Breaks His Promise.
Four lines below that, have them write:

3.  Peter is Sorry.
Have the students think about the story for a few minutes.  Then, under “Peter's 
Promise,” have them write, in their own words, what Peter's promise was.  Then, 
under “Peter Breaks His Promise,” have them write how he broke that promise. 
Under “Peter is Sorry,” have them write about how Peter felt after he broke his 
promise and what he did.  Have them write a few sentences about how they would 
feel if someone broke a promise they'd made to them.  Would they forgive them as 
Jesus forgave Peter?  Or would they not be friends with them anymore?  Help the 
students as needed to talk this through and write about it.  They can refer to 
their books, as necessary, too.

3.  Have the students complete worksheet ABS ML L58.3.

Close in Prayer.  Ask God to help us to be kind and forgiving to others.
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Items Needed

Book 25, “Peter Breaks a Promise,” for each student
Practice paper (ABS ML T-3)
card stock
yellow and red tissue paper
large Google eyes

Items to Make

copies of craft ABS ML L58.1
copies of Homophones word list ABS ML L58.2
copies of worksheet ABS ML L58.3

After-Lesson Thoughts
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Name ___________________________ Date _______________

Lesson 58
Homophones (Words that sound alike)

Circle the word you hear in the sentence that is read to you.

1. ate 8. plain

eight plane

2. blew 9. read

blue red

3. buy 10. right

by write

4. do 11. road

due rowed

5. for 12. sail

four sale

6. hear 13. sea

here see

7. new 14. son

knew sun 

       ABS ML L58.2



Name ______________________________ Date ______________

Lesson 58
Peter Breaks a Promise

Finish these sentences by filling in the blanks with words from the word bank.

Word Bank

disciples wasn't arrested
mob questioned rooster
guards times know

1.  It was at night when Jesus was _________________.

2.  The ___________ had come to take Jesus away.

3.  The other _______________ ran away, but Peter stayed.

4.  Peter followed the mob to the high priest's house where they took Jesus 
to be ___________________.

5.  A servant girl saw Peter sitting near a fire with the ____________.

6.  When she said, “You were with Jesus!” Peter said, “No, I _________.”

7.  Three ___________ Peter told people he didn't __________ Jesus.

8.  Then the _______________ crowed.  It happened just as Jesus said it 
would.

                                                                                                                                 ABS ML L58.3



Book 26, Lesson 59  (Part 1 of 2)

PAUL AND SILAS GO TO JAIL

Scripture:  Acts 16:16-38

Spiritual Emphasis:  Even when we are in a difficult situation, if we have done no 
wrong, we must trust God, do what is right, and obey the law, expecting the law will 
uphold our rights as citizens.

Academic Goal:  new sight words; letter Y and /y/ sound

Pre-Reading Strategies

1.  Have the students make the birdhouse craft (see example at ABS ML L59.1-1). 
Print a copy of ABS ML L59.1 on card stock for each student.  Have at least two 
colors of yarn available for the students to cut into small (less than ½”) pieces (or 
have the yarn cut up ahead of time).  Have the students cut out the bird house, and 
cut out the hole in the middle.  Have them put glue on the birdhouse with their 
finger or a brush and press the pieces of yarn onto the glue.  Do small areas at a 
time until the birdhouse is all covered.  Have them color and cut out the bird and 
glue or tape it to the back of the birdhouse so the head is sticking out of the hole. 

2.  Have the sight words prepared and posted on the word wall.  Teach the words 
to the students from the word wall.  Give them the sight words you've prepared 
for their word clips and review the words again as they put them on.  

Sight words:  citizens, jail, listening, thought, trouble

During-Reading Strategies

1.  This story needs a bit of introduction.  Say, “In the early days of Christianity, it 
was dangerous to preach about Jesus and that he was God's Son and the sacrifice 
for sins.  Jesus' followers who preached this were sometimes beaten and put in 
jail, or even killed.  Two of his followers, Paul and Silas, traveled together as 
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missionaries, teaching and preaching about Jesus as they went, and this is a story 
about one of the things that happened to them.”

Read the story to the students as they follow along and look at the pictures.  At 
the end of the story, say, “Let's go back to pages 17 and 18.  (Read those pages 
again.)  The Bible tells us that the jailer and his whole family trusted Jesus as 
their Savior that day, and that's the most important thing about this story.” 

Go back to the beginning and have the students echo read with you.

2.  Teaching the Alphabet and Phonics Lesson.  You will need copies of page 25 of 
the revised Alphabet and Phonics Book for each student.

Step A

Distribute the student copies.  Hold up your copy for the students to see.  Say, 
“This is the letter Y.”  Point to the letter Y in the upper right hand corner of the 
page.  Say, “Let's say the name together:  Y.  Good.  This big letter (pointing to the 
capital letter) is capital Y.  And this letter (pointing to the small Y) is small Y. 
Let's say their names.  Capital Y.  Small Y.  Good.  They look a lot alike, don't they? 
I'm going to trace them with my finger to get a feel for their shapes, and then I'd 
like you to do the same thing.  (Put your fingertip on the capital Y, saying 'capital 
Y' aloud, as you trace its shape, following the path you would take if you were 
printing the letter.  Repeat for the small Y (y), saying 'small Y' aloud as you trace 
the letter.)  Say, “Now you try it.  Good.  Now let's make a capital Y in the air.” 
Draw a big capital Y in the air with your index finger; encourage the students to do 
the same.  “And let's make a small Y in the air.”  Draw a small Y (y) in the air with 
your index finger, encouraging the students to do the same.  

Say, “Y is the name of the letter; the sound of the letter is /y/.  (This is a really  
hard sound to do without getting a vowel sound in it, like /yah/ or /yuh/, but try  
to demonstrated just the /y/ sound.)  Please say it with me:  /y/.  Good.  And again: 
/y/.  Great!  The sound for capital Y and small Y is the same.

“Now let's write the capital Y on our sheets of paper (ABS ML T-1).”  Write a 
capital Y on your dry erase board as the students write on their paper.  “Good.  

59.2



Now let's write a small Y.”  Write a small Y (y) on the board as the students write
on their paper.  “Good.  Let's do it again; I'll go first, and then you.  Great!  Let's 
do it one more time!”  

Step B

Say, “Let's look at the word at the bottom of the page.”  Point to the word yoke. 
“This word begins with the letter Y and the sound /y/.  It's the word yoke.  Read it 
with me, please:  yoke.  Remember when we had the word ox?   In this picture  you 
see two of them—two oxen—with a yoke between them so they can work together. 
Let's read the word once more:  yoke.  Good.”

Step C

Say, “Can you think of some other words that begin with the sound that yoke 
begins with?”  Help the students think of words such as:

yard, year, yes, yell, yellow, yours, youth, YOO-HOO!!  

Step D

Say, “There are only two words in our story that begin with the same sound that 
the word yoke begins with.  Who can find them?”  

your, pg 23 yes, pg 28

Collect the alphabet pages at this time.

3.  Help the students find all the words in the story that rhyme with the word 
good.  Say, “You'll need to use your good listening ear because this isn't an easy 
sound to hear.”

pg 5, put pg 9 & 10, shook pg 13, pulled pg 18, took
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Post-Reading Strategies

1.  Have the students look up the word citizen in the dictionary and write it and the 
definition in their Personal Dictionaries.  Have them also write in their dictionaries 
the country, state, and city of which they are citizens.

citizen:  a person with rights as a member of a country, state, or city

2.  Have the students complete worksheet ABS ML L59.2.

Close in Prayer.  Thank God for our country and the freedom we have to go to 
church to pray and worship.

Items Needed

copies of Book 26, “Paul and Silas Go to Jail,” for each student
copies of Alphabet & Phonics Book page 25 
Journal paper (ABS ML T-1)
card stock
yarn

Items to Make

copies of craft ABS ML L59.1
copies of worksheet ABS ML L59.2

After-Lesson Thoughts
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Book 26, Lesson 60  (Part 2 of 2)

PAUL AND SILAS GO TO JAIL

Scripture:  Acts 16:16-38

Spiritual Emphasis:  Even when we are in a difficult situation, if we have done no 
wrong, we must trust God, do what is right, and obey the law, expecting the law will 
uphold our rights as citizens.

Academic Goal:  /ch/ sound; opposites; review nouns/pronouns

Pre-Reading Strategies

1.  Before class, print a copy of ABS ML L60.1 on card stock for each student. 
Have them color the heart and cut it out; then help them cut along the dotted lines 
around the three sides of “Word” so it can be lifted.  Have the students cut out 
the Bible along the dotted lines and tape or glue it to the back of the heart so it 
can be seen when the tab is lifted. 

2.  Review the sight words by clapping out the syllables. 

During-Reading Strategies

1.  Have the students read the story to you, either in unison or taking turns, 
several pages at a time.

2.  Teaching the Alphabet and Phonics Book.  To teach this phonics lesson, the 
students do not need a copy of the page.

Step A

Hold up a copy of page 28 for the students to see and say, “In this picture we see 
two men with bows and arrows.  This is how it may have looked when men went 
hunting in Bible times.  A word often used for people who use bows and arrows is 
archers, and that's the word on this page.  (Run your finger under the word.)  Read 
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the word with me, please:  archers.  Good.  The sound we want to study in this word 
is the /ch/ sound.  (Put your finger under the CH.)  Say the sound with me:  /ch/. 
Good.”  

Step B

Say, “Can you think of some words that begin with the /ch/ sound?”  Help the 
students think of words such as:

cheese, chin, church, cherry, chip, cheer, chance, chicken, chores, CHARGE!!

Step C

Say, “There's only one word in our story that has the /ch/ sound in it and it's on 
two pages.  Who can find it first?”  chains, pg 5 and 10

3.  Have the students complete worksheet ABS ML L60.2.

Post-Reading Strategies

1.  Discuss the two words “refused” and “agreed” with the students.  Say, “When 
Paul told the jailer he and Silas wouldn't leave until the bosses came and told them 
they could go, they refused to leave.  Later, after the bosses did what he asked, 
Paul and Silas agreed to go.  We call those two words opposites.  Let's look at some 
other opposites.”

Give each student a piece of Practice paper (ABS ML T-3) and have them write the 
words inside, open, and off in a column.  Next to each word, have them write the 
opposite words.

inside – outside open – closed off - on

Have them write a sentence using each of the words.  When finished, have them 
put their name on their paper and place it in their Journal.  Examples:

a.  The inside of this coat is very soft.
b.  It's cold outside today.
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c.  This door is always open.
d.  The store closed at noon.

e.  Please turn the light off when you go to bed.
f.  Put your coat on before you leave.

2.  Remind the students that a noun is a person, place, or thing and that a pronoun 
is a replacement word for the noun.  Help them complete worksheet ABS ML L60.3. 
(Answer key:  1.  day, people, Paul, Silas, jail; 2.  night, earthquake, jail; 3.  jailer,  
prisoners; 4.  Paul, Silas, jailer, Jesus; 5.  jailer, Paul, Silas, his, house, them, food;  
6.  jailer, his, family, their, faith, God)

Close in Prayer.  Ask God to help us be good citizens; to be obedient, kind and 
helpful.

Items Needed

Book 26, “Paul and Silas Go to Jail,” for each student
Practice paper, ABS ML T-3
card stock

Items to Make

copies of craft, ABS ML L60.1
copies of worksheet ABS ML L60.2
copies of worksheet ABS ML L60.3

After-Lesson Thoughts

60.3







Name ______________________________ Date ______________

Lesson 60
Paul and Silas Go to Jail

Finish these sentences by filling in the blanks with words from the word bank.

Word Bank

earthquake chains prisoners
stayed jail citizens
bosses away trouble

1.  Paul and Silas, followers of Jesus, got in serious __________ one day.

2.  People beat them and put them in _________ with chains on their legs.

3.  They prayed and sang, and the other ____________ listened to them.

4.  That night, there was an ________________.

5.  The door of the jail came open, and all the _________ fell off.

6.  The jailer was afraid the prisoners would all go _________.

7.  But that didn't happen.  The prisoners __________ where they were.

8.  Because Paul and Silas were Roman ____________, they should not have 
been taken to jail without a trial.

9.  The ____________ had to go to the jail themselves and tell Paul and 
Silas in public, “You can go now.”  Then Paul and Silas agreed to go.
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Name ______________________________ Date ______________

Lesson 60
Paul and Silas Go to Jail

Underline all the nouns and pronouns in the sentences below.  
Then write them on the blank lines under the sentences.

1.  One day, some people put Paul and Silas in jail.

_________________________________________________________

2.  During the night, there was an earthquake at the jail.

_________________________________________________________

3.  The jailer was surprised because the prisoners didn't run away.

_________________________________________________________

4.  Paul and Silas told the jailer about Jesus.

_________________________________________________________

5.  The jailer took Paul and Silas to his house and gave them some food.

_________________________________________________________

6.  The jailer and all his family put their faith in God.

_________________________________________________________
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Book 27, Lesson 61  (Part 1 of 2)

PAUL AND THE SHIP THAT SANK

Scripture:  Acts 27

Spiritual Emphasis:  Along with high adventure on the Mediterranean Sea, this 
story tells of God's protection of his servants.  Both Luke and Paul were on the 
ship that sank, and both survived along with the crew and other passengers.  

Academic Goal:  new sight words; syllables

Pre-Reading Strategies

1.  Before class make a copy of ABS ML L61.1 on white card stock for each student. 
Have them color/decorate their door hangar, including writing their name on it, and 
then cut it out, cutting along the dotted line and around the circle so it will hang on 
a door.

2.  Teach the sight words which you've prepared for the word wall and the student 
word clips.

Sight words:  anchors, captain, piece

During-Reading Strategies

1.  Look through the book with the students and talk about the possibilities of the 
storyline.  They will quickly see that it's another story of a storm at sea, this time 
concluding with a shipwreck.  

Say, “Paul, the man in this story, is the same Paul who was in prison with Silas in our 
last story.   He has been arrested again for preaching about Jesus and he's being 
taken by ship from Caesarea to Rome for a trial.  It's a very long journey by sea, 
taking many months, at a time of year when sailing is treacherous.”  (If you have a 
Bible-times map, show the students the route of Paul's journey from Caesarea to 
Rome.)
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Say, “Let's read the story together and find out what happened.”  After reading 
the last page, tell the students there was another ship on the island they were 
shipwrecked on and, after three months, they continued on to Rome on it.

2.  Give each student a piece of Practice paper (ABS ML T-3), have them divide it 
into three horizontal columns.  Have them look in their book from pages 1 through 
15 to find all the words with two syllables and write them in the first column.  In 
the second column, have them find and write the four three-syllable words; in the 
third column, have them find and write the one four-syllable word.

Column 1 Column 2 Column 3
(2-syllable words) (3-syllable words) (4-syllable word)

crowded prisoner everybody
people prisoners
other suddenly
Roman together
soldiers
sailing
afraid trying
around either
into giving
lighter angel

Write the words down as well, as the students find them, either on your own piece 
of paper or on your dry erase board.  Once the words are all written down, read 
them aloud and clap out the syllables with the students to reinforce the concept of 
syllables.

3.  Have the students turn in their books to page 19 and look at what was used for 
anchors on ships in Bible times.  Tell the students that the word anchor is another 
English word that has more than one meaning.  Have them write it in their Personal 
Dictionaries with these two definitions:

anchor:  a.  a heavy device let down into the water to stop a ship or boat
    b.  to fix firmly
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Have them think of two sentences that use the two definitions and write them in 
their dictionaries; for example:

a.  When the ship got close to shore, the captain dropped the anchor.
b.  To keep the picture straight, you need to anchor it to the wall.

Post-Reading Strategies

1.  Before class, make copies of ABS ML L61.2, Captain's Log.  Make enough copies 
of the second log so each student has one (the first log is the one for the 
beginning of the trip).  Following is a sequence of events from Acts 27 which you 
can review with the students and use as a guide as you have them fill out the 
Captain's Log as descriptively as they can, giving details such as other ships that 
may have been seen, food and water shortages, restless passengers/prisoners, 
untrained crew—things the captain would be concerned with.  Make sure the 
students know this is the ship's captain, not the captain of the soldiers. 
Remember this trip spanned many months; we don't know the dates exactly, but 
the year would have been in the early 60's AD and the shipwreck was in the 
seventh month of the year. 

Departed from Caesarea for Rome, Italy
Put in at Sidon the next day to take on provisions
Continued along the coast for several days
Encountered heavy winds so sailed close to the Island of Cypress
Put in at the Port of Myra and boarded a big ship bound for Rome
Sailed for many weeks
Came to the Island of Crete
Prepared to head into the open sea
Paul warns that it's the wrong time of year to sail the open sea; that

the ship could be wrecked and people could die
The captain ignores Paul's warning and listens instead to the captain 

of the soldiers who wants to get to Rome with his prisoners
The ship heads into the open sea and sails for many weeks
They are hit by a fierce storm that continues for 14 days
The captain orders the sails taken down and the anchors cut loose
Then he orders everything possible thrown overboard to lighten the ship
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Paul tells everyone that an angel has told him that though the ship will be 
lost, all on board will be safe

The ship is wrecked off the Island of Melita
The captain orders all to swim for their lives—that's his last log entry

2.  Have the students complete worksheet ABS ML L61.3.

Close in Prayer.  Thank God for helping us and protecting us when we are in 
difficult situations.

Items Needed

Book 27, “Paul and the Ship That Sank,” for each student
Practice paper, ABS ML T-3
white card stock
colored pencils, crayons, markers
stickers (optional)

Items to Make

copies of craft ABS ML L61.1
copy of the Captain's Log, ABS ML L61.2
copies of worksheet ABS ML L61.3

After-Lesson Thoughts
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Captain's Log

Date:  April 64AD Weather:  Wind _______________

Location:  Caesarea        Temperature _________

Destination:  Rome

Land Sightings: __________________________________________________

Day's Events: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Distance covered:  _______ miles

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Captain's Log

Date:  ___________________ Weather:  Wind _______________

Location:  ________________        Temperature _________

Destination:  Rome

Land Sightings: __________________________________________________

Day's Events:  ___________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Distance covered:  _______ miles

           ABS ML L61.2



Name ________________________________ Date ______________

Lesson 61
Paul and the Ship That Sank

Finish the sentences by filling in the blanks with words from the word bank.

Word Bank

storm everyone stuck sailing
prisoner ropes save message
saved soldiers lighter captain

1.  Paul was once a _________________ on a crowded ship.

2.  There were also Roman ______________ and some other prisoners.

3.  Suddenly, such a terrible __________ came up that the men who were
______________ the ship were afraid it would sink.

4.  The ship's crew tried hard to ____________ the ship.

5.  They took down the sails, put ____________ around the ship, and threw
things into the sea to make the ship _______________.

6.  An angel gave Paul a _______________.  The ship would sink, but all the
people would be _____________.

7.  Then the ship slammed into a sandbar and got ____________.

8.  “Swim for the land if you can!” shouted the _______________ of the 
soldiers.”

9.  Just as the angel said, the ship did sink, but _____________ made it
safely to land.
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Book 27, Lesson 62  (Part 2 of 2)

PAUL AND THE SHIP THAT SANK

Scripture:  Acts 27

Spiritual Emphasis:  Along with high adventure on the Mediterranean Sea, this 
story tells of God's protection of his servants.  Both Luke and Paul were on the 
ship that sank, and both survived along with the crew and other passengers.  

Academic Goal:  /u/ sound; consonant sounds 

Pre-Reading Strategies

1.  Print a copy of ABS ML L62.1 and L62.1-1 (preferably on card stock) for each 
student.  Break up enough small craft sticks so each student has two pieces to use 
as shown on the example (ABS ML L62.1-2).

2.  Review all the sight words learned so far by pointing to them randomly as the 
students read them in unison.  Ask for a volunteer to read them all.

During-Reading Strategies

1.  Have the students read the story to you as a group.  Lead a discussion about 
what it might have been like to be a prisoner or even a passenger on a ship with 
very little food and water on a journey that would take many, many months.

2.  Teaching the Alphabet and Phonics Book.  To teach this phonics lesson, the 
students do not need a copy of the page.

Step A

Hold up a copy of page 29 for the students to see and say, “Let's look at this 
picture for a minute.  What do you think is happening?”  Help the students 
remember the pictures they've looked at before with the shepherds watching over 
the sheep when the angels came to tell them about Jesus being born, and the 
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picture of the shepherd with the sling that he used to keep the wild animals away 
from the sheep.

Say, “In this picture, we see a shepherd running to help a sheep that has gotten 
caught in a bush that has sharp thorns that could hurt the sheep.  The shepherd 
can use the stick he's carrying to pull the branches away so the sheep can get out. 
This word (draw a line under the word bush with your finger) is the word bush. 
Read it with me, please:  bush.  Good.  The sound we want to study in this word is 
the /u/ sound.  (Put your finger under the U.)  Say the sound with me:  /u/.  Good.” 

Step B

Say, “Can you think of some other words that have this /u/ sound?”  Help the 
students think of words such as:

put, foot, look, book, cook, shook, could, wood, stood, push

Step C

Say, “Let's look in our story for words that have the /u/ sound in them.”  Help the 
students find the following words: 

put, pg 6, 20 took, pg 8 could, pg 13
pushing, pg 21 wouldn't, pg 25 wood, pg 27

3.  Give the students a piece of Practice paper (ABS ML T-3).  Have them find the 
consonant sounds at the beginnings of words in the story from pages 1 through 14. 
Have them write the words down and underline the consonant sounds, saying the 
sound as they underline the letter or letters.  Once they've found a consonant 
sound, they don't need to write down other words with that same sound.  

pg 1 Paul, was,  ship pg 8   down 
pg 3 that, crowded, Roman, soldiers  pg 9   lighter
pg 4 big, men pg 13  For, not
pg 6 put, hold, together pg 14, giving
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Post-Reading Strategies

Before class, make a copy of ABS ML L62.2-1, L62.2-2, and L62.2-3 on card stock. 
Have them available for the students to color and cut out, then glue or tape to 
large craft sticks.    

Before the students make the story faces, have them work together to write a 
skit about what happened between Paul, the soldiers, and the captain of the 
soldiers when the ship began to sink.  Assign one of the students to write the skit 
down or, if time is an issue, you could do the writing, but let the words come from 
the students (it doesn't need to be long).  Once the skit is written, have the 
students make the story faces and use them to act out the skit.

Close in Prayer.  Ask God to help us rely on Him for our courage when we face hard 
choices and difficult situations.

Items Needed

Book 27, “Paul and the Ship That Sank,” for each student
Practice paper, ABS ML T-3
card stock
small and large craft sticks
colored pencils, crayons, markers
glue, scissors

Items to Make

copies of craft ABS ML L62.1 and L62.1-1
copies of ABS ML L62.2-1, L62.2-2, and L62.2-3

After-Lesson Thoughts

62.3

















Book 28, Lesson 63  (Part 1 of 3)

CROSSING THE RED SEA

Scripture:  Exodus 7:1-12:31, 14:5-15:21

Spiritual Goal:  Moses was a strong leader because he trusted God and obeyed Him. 
When we are faced with trouble or hard decisions we need to remember what the 
Bible tells us to do and trust God to help us.  

Academic Goal:  new sight words; letter S and /s/ sound

Pre-Reading Strategies

1.  Make “tambouracas” (a combination of a tambourine and a maraca).  See the 
example at ABS ML L63.1.  You will need 9” paper plates (2 per student), small 
jingle bells (6 per student), ribbon or yarn, poster paint, brushes, sponge stamps 
(optional), dried beans (about a dozen per student), staplers, and paper punches. 

Have the students decorate the under side of the paper plates (not the food 
surface) with the poster paint, using the brushes and sponge stamps, if you have 
them.  After the plates dry, turn one over and punch six holes about an inch in 
from the rim and two inches apart.  Run a 4-5” piece of yarn or ribbon through 
each hole and tie a jingle bell on it, leaving them hang down from the paper plate. 
Put a handful of dried beans (about 12) into the plate and place the other plate, 
decorated side up, on top and staple the plates together all around with enough 
staples so the beans don't fall out.

Another option (if the students' hands are strong enough) is to staple the plates 
just enough to hold them together and then have the students hole punch around 
the rim of the plates about an inch apart.  Then have them thread yarn or ribbon 
tightly through the holes around the “tambouraca.”  This makes them more 
decorative.

If you have a singing time during your session, let the students use their 
“tambouracas” as an accompaniment. 
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2.  Teach the sight words which you've prepared for the word wall and the student 
word clips.

Sight words:  plagues, sea, through

3.  Have the students write the word plague and the definition in their Personal 
Dictionaries.  Explain that today we usually use the word plague to describe a 
disease that strikes a very large number of people, often very suddenly.  In this 
story, a plague was a dreadful event God sent to punish wicked people.

plague:  a widespread disaster or disease

(Note:  The plagues inflicted on Egypt were:  (1) the Nile River turning to blood, 
(2) an infestation of frogs, (3) a plague of lice on both people and animals, (4) 
swarms of flies, (5) the death of all Egyptian livestock, (6) a plague of boils on both 
people and animals, (7) a deluge of hail, (8) swarms of locusts, (9) three days of 
total darkness, (10) and the death of all the Egyptian firstborn sons.)

During-Reading Strategies

1.  As you introduce this story, remind the students of the stories they've already 
read about Moses.  How his mother saved him from the cruel king of Egypt (also 
called “Pharaoh”) by putting him in a basket in the river where the princess found 
him and took him to the palace where she raised him as her own.  And how, after 
he'd grown up, he did something bad and had to leave the palace.  

Say, “Moses is much older now, and he's the leader of the Hebrew people who are 
slaves to another king of Egypt who is very cruel to them.  Moses has gone to the 
king many times to ask him to let the Hebrew people go free but he won't let them 
go.  So God has sent nine terrible plagues on the Egyptian people, and still the king 
has  refused to let the Hebrews go, and that's where our story begins...”

Read the story to the students, as they follow along.  On page 7, say, “The king 
wasn't sorry for his cruel and wicked behavior; he was only sorry that he had 
agreed to let the people go, because they were valuable to Egypt as slaves, so he 
changed his mind and went after them. “ 
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On page 12, say, “The patience and wisdom of Moses when the people became 
frightened and began to complain are what made him a great leader.  Also, he did 
exactly what God told him to do.”

2.  Teaching the Alphabet and Phonics Lesson.   You will need copies of page 19 of 
the Alphabet and Phonics Book for each student.

Step A

Distribute the student copies.  Hold up your copy for the students to see.  Say, 
“This is the letter S.”  Point to the letter S in the upper right hand corner of the 
page.  Say, “Let's say the name together:  S.  Good.  This big letter (pointing to the 
capital letter) is capital S.  And this letter (pointing to the small S) is small S. 
Let's say their names.  Capital S.  Small S.  Good.  I'm going to trace both Ss with 
my finger to get a feel for their shapes, and then I'd like you to do the same thing. 
They're exactly alike, aren't they, except capital S is larger.”  (Put your fingertip 
on the capital S, saying “capital S” aloud, as you trace its shape.  Repeat for the 
small S, saying “small S” aloud as you trace the letter.)  Say, “Now you try it.  Good. 
And now let's make a capital S in the air.”  Draw a big capital S in the air with your 
index finger; encourage the students to do the same.  “And let's make a small S in 
the air.”  Draw a small S (s) in the air with your index finger, encouraging the 
students to do the same.  

Say, “S is the name of the letter; the sound of the letter is /s/.  Please say it with 
me:  /s/.  Good.  The sound for capital S and small S is the same.

“Now let's write a capital S on our sheets of paper (ABS ML T-1).”  Write a capital 
S on your dry erase board as the students write on their paper.  “Good.  Now let's 
write a small S.  Remember to make your small S smaller than you capital S!”  Write 
a small S (s) on the board as the students write on their paper.  “Good.  Let's do it 
again; I'll go first, and then you.  Great!  Let's do it one more time!”  

Step B

Say, “Now let's look at the word at the bottom of the page.”  Point to the word 
sea.  “Can you tell me the name of the first letter in this word?”  Point to the S in 
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sea.  “That's right.  It's an S.  The word is sea.  Read it with me:  sea.  Good!  This 
picture shows the people Moses led out of Egypt crossing the Red Sea on the dry 
land God made for them.  Let's read the word one more time:  sea.  Good.”

Step C

Say, “Can you think of some other words that begin with the /s/ sound that sea 
begins with?”  Help the students think of words such as:

safe, salt, sand, send, seed, sentence, side, sign, six, snake, snow, SUPER!!

Step D

Say, “Let's look in our story to see what words there are that begin with the /s/ 
sound.  Help the students find the following words:

pg 1, sent pg 8, soldiers pg 19, stretched, sea
pg 2, slaves pg 10, Sea pg, 20, safely
pg 3, sent pg 11, saw, scared pg 23, sea, stretch 
pg 4, Still, saying pg 12, said pg 25, stretched, sea
pg 5, sent pg 14, said, Stretch, sea pg 27, sea
pg 7, said, sorry pg 18, so, stop pg 28, sang, song

Say, “And now let's find the words in our story that end with the /s/ sound.”  Help 
the students find the following words:

pg 1, plagues pg 17, God's
pg 2, slaves pg 18, was
pg 3, Moses pg 19, Moses, his
pg 7, Yes, was pg 20, Hebrews, across
pg 8, hundreds, his, soldiers pg 23, Moses
pg 10, Hebrews pg 25, Moses, his
pg 12, words, Moses pg 27, Egypt's
pg 15, Moses pg 28, Hebrews
pg 16, God's

Collect the alphabet pages at this time.
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Post-Reading Strategies

1.  Give each of the students a copy of the Word Match sheet (ABS ML L63.2) and 
work with them to match the words and create sentences using the matched words. 
Following is the answer key and example sentences.  Let the students come up with 
their own sentences, though.

a.  pencil f    1.  film (camera / film) I will take pictures 
of my family with my new camera when
I get some film.

b.  soap d    2.  light bulb (lamp / light bulb)
The light bulb went out in my lamp.

c.  skates e    3.  bait (fish hook / bait)
I need a bigger fish hook for my line.

d.  lamp h    4.  soil (seeds / soil) You need seeds and
good soil to plant a garden.

e.  fish hook g    5.  thread (needle / thread) Here's needle and
thread to sew on this button.

f.  camera a    6.  paper (pencil / paper) Pencil and paper
will help you do your math.

g.  needle c    7.  ice (skates / ice)
I love my new ice skates.

h.  seeds b    8.  water (soap / water) Wash your dirty 
hands with soap and water.

2.  Have the students complete worksheet ABS ML L63.3.

Close in prayer.  Thank God for the stories in the Bible that show us when we 
believe in Him and trust Him, He will show us the way in difficult circumstances.
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Items needed

Book 28, “Crossing the Red Sea,” for each student
copies of Alphabet & Phonics Book page 19
Journal paper (ABS ML T-1)
9” paper plates
small jingle bells
beans
poster paint
brushes
sponge stamps (optional)
ribbon and yarn
staplers and hole punches

Items to make

copies of Word Match sheet (ABS ML L63.2)
copies of worksheet ABS ML L63.3

After-Lesson Thoughts
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Name ____________________________ Date __________________

Word Match

Match the words in columns A and B.  Then, on the blank lines,  
write what each pair of words can be used to do. 

Column A Column B

a.  pencil ___  1.  film ______________________________

b.  soap ___  2.  light bulb  _____________________________

c.  skates ___  3.  bait ______________________________

d.  lamp ___  4.  soil ______________________________

e.  fish hook ___  5.  thread ______________________________

f.  camera ___  6.  paper ______________________________

g.  needle ___  7.  ice ______________________________

h.  seeds ___  8.  water ______________________________

            ABS ML L63.2



Name ________________________________ Date ______________

Lesson 63
Crossing the Red Sea

Finish the sentences by filling in the blanks with words from the word bank.

Word Bank

soldiers plagues divide road
scared freedom sorry walk
stretch drowning army sea

1.  When the story begins, God has sent nine ____________ over Egypt.

2.  God wanted the king to give the Hebrew slaves their ______________.

3.  After one more plague, the king said, “Yes,” but later he was _________.

4.  He sent hundreds of _____________ after them to bring them back.

5.  When the Hebrews saw the soldiers coming, they were ____________.

6.  God told Moses to _____________ out his hand and _____________ 
the water into two parts.

7.  God made a dry ____________ through the water for the Hebrews to 
___________ on.

8.  The Egyptian __________ followed them right into the __________!

9.  But then the water came right back, ______________ Egypt's army in 
the sea.

                                                                                                                                  ABS ML L63.3



Book 28, Lesson 64  (Part 2 of 3)

CROSSING THE RED SEA

Scripture:  Exodus 7:1-12:31, 14:5-15:21

Spiritual Emphasis:  Moses was a strong leader because he trusted God and obeyed 
Him.  When we are faced with trouble or hard decisions we need to remember what 
the Bible tells us to do and trust God to help us. 

Academic Goal:  adjectives

Pre-Reading Strategies

1.  Print a copy of ABS ML L64.1 for each student.  Have them color it and add the 
Hebrews crossing through.  They can also add fish stickers to the water if you 
have them available.

2.  Review all the sight words.

During-Reading Strategies

1.  Have the students take turns reading several pages at a time.  When you come 
to strategic parts of the story, ask a comprehension question.  For instance, after 
a student reads “the king was sorry” on page 7, ask “Why was the king sorry?”  On 
page 11, ask “Why were the people scared?”  On page 17, ask “Why do you think 
God put a cloud between the people and the army?”  On page 28, ask “Why did the 
people sing a song to God?”

2.  Give each student a piece of Practice paper (ABS ML T-3) and have them turn 
with you to pages 20 and 21.  There are three obvious children in this picture:  one 
is in the left foreground with the father's hand on his/her back; one is in the 
center foreground with the mother's arm around his/her shoulders; and one is in 
the center, leading a sheep and holding his mother's hand.  Point out these three 
children to the students.
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Say, “Put yourself in this picture as one of these children and write about it.  Do 
you think it was scarey?  Was it an adventure?  If you had been there, what do you 
think you might have seen and heard?  What might you have thought or felt?  You 
can draw a picture about it, too, if you want.  But I want you to write five or six 
sentences about what you think that day was like.”

Post-Reading Strategies

1.  Say, “Who remembers what a noun is?  Right!  It's a person, place, or thing.  And 
what is a pronoun?  That's a little harder to remember, isn't it?  A pronoun is a 
substitute word for a noun.  For instance:  him, her, it.  Today we're going to study 
words that give us more information about nouns and pronouns.  These words are 
called adjectives.  For instance, if I want to tell you about my house, I will tell you 
it's a big house.  The word big is an adjective because it tells more about the 
house.  If I tell you it's also a yellow house, is the word yellow an adjective?  Yes, 
it is; because yellow also describes the house.”

Give each student another piece of Practice paper.  Help them find and write down 
the adjectives, and the nouns or pronouns they describe, in the story:

adjective noun

pg 1 nine plagues
pg 5 one, more plague
pg 7 sorry king
pg 11 scared they (the Hebrews)
pg 18 dark it (the sky)
pg 12 angry words
pg 20 dry road
pg 25 one, more time

2.  Play an adjective alphabet game by saying a name and having the students take 
turns supplying an adjective that begins with the same letter.  To get started, say:
“I saw   Amy   and she was   adorable  !”  Continue, with the students giving the 
adjectives.  Following are suggestions for names to keep things moving along and 
some adjectives in case the students get stuck.  (You will not likely have time to do 
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the entire alphabet of names, and you don't want the students to tire of the game 
either, so you may want to choose 12 or 15 ahead of time.)

Say, “I saw (see name below) and he/she was (students supply adjective).”

Name Adjectives

Bill busy, brave, bashful, brainy
Carrie caring, cute, charming, classy, clever, cool, crabby
David dizzy, dirty, different, difficult, determined
Emily excited, eager, elegant, embarrassed, energetic 
Frank funny, friendly, fat, fearless
Gayle gentle, goofy, groovy, grumpy, graceful 
Henry handsome, happy, homely, huge, healthy, hungry
Ivan ill, immense, important, incredible, interestingly
Janelle joyous, jumpy, jealous, jolly, jittery
Karen kind, knowing, keen
Larry lazy, late, limping, lively, lonely, loud, lucky
Mary magical, mean, messy, mysterious 
Nick naughty, noisy, neat, nervous, nice, nosy
Opal old, overjoyed, obedient, odd, old-fashioned
Peter patient, pale, perfect, polite, pleasant, proud
Quincy quiet, quick, quarrelsome, quizzical 
Rachel ready, relieved, remarkable, responsible, rude
Steven sleepy, sad, scared, selfish, serious, sick, sloppy
Trudy tan, tall, terrific, truthful, tense, tired 
Umberto unhappy, ugly, unruly, untidy, upset, useful
Vera vague, victorious, voiceless, very tall
Wesley wise, warm, worried, witty, wild, wonderful 
Xavier (skip this one)
Zach zany

3.  Have the students complete the ABS ML L64.2 worksheet.  Answer key:  
1. big 4.  dry, deep
2. many, angry 5.  rushing, mighty
3. dry, deep 6.  safe
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Close in Prayer.  Ask God to help us to have courage like the Hebrews did and to 
always follow what His Word, the Bible, tells us to do.

Items Needed

Book 28, “Crossing the Red Sea,” for each student
Practice paper, ABS ML T-3
fish stickers

Items to Make

copies of craft ABS ML L64.1
copies of worksheet ABS ML L64.2

After-Lesson Thoughts
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Name ______________________________ Date ______________

Lesson 64
Crossing the Red Sea

Underline all the adjectives in the sentences below.  
Then write them on the blank lines under the sentences.

1.  When the people left, the king was sorry he had let them go.

_________________________________________________________

2.  When they saw the big army coming, the people were very scared.

_________________________________________________________

3.  They said many angry words to Moses.

_________________________________________________________

4.  God made a dry road through the deep water of the Red Sea.

_________________________________________________________

5.  The rushing water drowned the mighty Egyptian army.

_________________________________________________________

6.  The Hebrew people were safe on the far side of the sea.

_________________________________________________________

                                                                                                                             

ABS ML L64.2



Book 28, Lesson 65  (Part 3 of 3)

CROSSING THE RED SEA

Scripture:  Exodus 7:1-12:31, 14:5-15:21

Spiritual Emphasis:  Moses was a strong and wise leader because he trusted God 
and obeyed Him.  When we are faced with trouble or hard decisions we need to 
remember what the Bible tells us to do and trust God to help us. 

Academic Goal:  /wh/ sound; TH sounds

Pre-Reading Strategies

1.  Print ABS ML L65.1 on white card stock and cut carefully into quarters so you 
have four postcards from each page.  Make enough copies so each student can 
make several cards.  For the art on the front, have the students draw a free-hand 
abstract design with a pencil (see the example at ABS ML L65.1-1).  Then have 
them color in the spaces with colored pencils or crayons (colored pencils work 
best).  

If the students have someone they'd like to send a postcard to now, let them take 
the cards home; otherwise, have them place the cards in their Journals.

2.  Have the students review the sight words by playing the matching fish game. 
Before class, print ABS ML L65.2-1 – L65.2-8 on card stock, color the fish if you 
want to, cut them out, and laminate them for longer wear.  Making more than one 
set will enable the students to work in pairs.

During-Reading Strategies

1.  Ask for a volunteer to tell the story in their own words.

2.  Teaching the Alphabet and Phonics Book.  To teach this phonics lesson, the 
students do not need a copy of the page.
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Step A

Hold up a copy of page 43 for the students to see and say, “This picture shows 
some men in Bible times going out into a field to cut wheat.  They're each carrying 
a tool called a sickle that was used to cut wheat and other grains.”  Run your finger 
under the word wheat and say, “This is the word wheat.  Read it with me, please: 
wheat.  Good.  The sound we want to study in this word is the /wh/ sound.  (Point to 
the WH letters and be sure to say only the /wh/ sound without a vowel, i.e., don't 
way /whah/.)  Say the sound with me, please:  /wh/.  Good.”  

Step B

Say, “Can you think of some other words that begin with the /wh/ sound?”  Help 
the students think of words such as:

whistle, whale, wheel, white, why, when, whatever! 

Step C

Say, “There's only one word in our story with the /wh/ sound in it.  Who can find 
it?  It's on two pages.”  when, pg 7, 11

3.  Give each student a piece of Practice paper (ABS ML T-3).  Have them find the 
nine words in the story that have the TH sounds in them and write them down.  

the, their, with, them, they, that, then, everything, through
 
Once the students have written the words down, have them divide the words into 
two lists:  the voiced /TH/ in one list and the unvoiced /th/ in the other.

/TH/ (voiced) /th/ (unvoiced)
      the               with
      their     everything
      them     through
      they
      that
      then

65.2



Post-Reading Strategies

1.  Give the students another piece of Practice paper.  Have them write a short 
essay which begins:  “My favorite part of this story is...”  Have the students choose 
a title for their finished essay and write it above the first sentence.  Have them 
read their work aloud; read your own essay aloud as well.

2.  Have the students complete worksheet ABS ML L65.3.

Close in Prayer.  Thank God for giving us a safe country to live in.

Items Needed

Book 28, “Crossing the Red Sea,” for each student
Practice paper, ABS ML T-3
card stock
colored pencils, crayons

Items to Make

copies of craft ABS ML L65.1
sight words matching game ABS ML L65.2-1 – L65.2-8
copies of worksheet ABS ML L65.3

After-Lesson Thoughts

65.3

























Name ___________________________ Date ________________

Lesson 65
Crossing the Red Sea

When the Hebrews saw the Egyptian army coming, they were very scared! 
God told Moses what to do.  His words are listed below in alphabetical

order.  Write them in the correct order on the lines.
You can check your work by turning to page 15 in your book.

a it road to
and make sea your
divide out Stretch
hand over the

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

          ABS ML L65.3



Book 29, Lesson 66  (Part 1 of 2)

BALAAM AND THE DONKEY

Scripture:  Numbers 22:2 – 24:25

Spiritual Emphasis:  This story teaches the importance of paying attention to 
what's happening around us and not letting anger control our actions.  It also 
causes us to think about treating animals with kindness.

Academic Goal:  new sight words; adverbs

Pre-Reading Strategies

1.  Have each student make a story mask to use when reading the story.  Before 
class, print several of each of the three characters (Balaam, ABS ML L66.1-1, the 
angel, L66.1-2, and the donkey, L66.1-3) on card stock.  Have the students color 
them and cut the ovals out; then glue or tape a large craft stick securely to the 
back.  Encourage speculation on what the story could be about that would include a 
donkey and an angel.  There was a donkey and an angel when Jesus was born...

2.  Teach the sight words which you've prepared for the word wall and the student 
word clips.

Sight words:  Balaam, Israelites, Moab

During-Reading Strategies

1.  Introduce the story by reminding the students of the story of Jacob and Esau, 
when Esau tricked their father into giving him the blessing that was meant for his 
brother, Jacob.  

Say, “Just as blessings had great importance to people in Bible times, so did 
curses, which were the opposite of blessings.  Cursing didn't just mean using swear 
words, it meant saying words that would do real harm.  In this story, when the king 
sent for the prophet Balaam to curse the people, it was because he wanted 
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something awful to happen to them.  But it didn't work out that way.  God saw to it 
that when Balaam spoke, he blessed the people instead of cursing them.  Let's find 
out how that happened.” 

Read the story to the students.  When you've finished, make sure they understand 
that the angel was angry with Balaam for hitting the donkey, and that he scolds 
Balaam for doing that.  

Assign three students the parts of Balaam, the angel, and the donkey.  As you read 
the story through a second time, have them hold up their story faces and read the 
speaking parts of those characters as you come to them.  The other students can 
hold their story faces up throughout the story as each character is mentioned.

2.  Have the students write these words and definitions in their Personal 
Dictionaries:

curse:  to cause evil or suffering to someone
bless:  to cause happiness

Say, “Now that you know the definitions of curse and bless, would you rather be 
cursed or blessed?”  After a few comments from the students, say, “In God's 
Word, the Bible, God tells us specifically not to curse, and that includes using 
God's name and Jesus' name as curses, or swear words.  We must remember never 
to do that.”  The students may make comments at this point; either that their 
moms and dads say swear words all the time, or they may wonder what constitutes 
a curse/swear word.  Don't skim over this.  Make sure they know that besides the 
words God and Jesus, gosh, golly, and gee whiz also refer to God and Jesus and hell 
and damn aren't appropriate as swear words, either.  Tell them it's all right to say, 
“I learned that God doesn't like us to use words like that,” if they hear someone 
using those words.  

Post-Reading Strategies

1.  Introduce adverbs.  Say, “Remember when we talked about adjectives and how 
they help to tell more about nouns and pronouns?  Today we're going to talk about 
adverbs and how they help to tell more about verbs.  Turn to page 7 in your books. 
The verb, or the action word, in this sentence is saw.  The adverb is suddenly.  It 
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tells how the donkey saw the angel.  That's what adverbs do; adverbs describe 
how, where, when, how often, or why something happens.”

Say, “Suddenly is the only adverb in this story, but there are some places where an 
adverb could have been added to make the story more interesting.  For instance, 
turn to page 9.  We could add an adverb to the verb hit:  Balaam angrily hit the 
donkey...  or, Balaam hit the donkey angrily...  Let's try that again:”

Have the students turn to page 11.  Say, “This sentence tells us the angel is 
standing; that's the verb:  standing.  The sentence also tells us where the angel is 
standing—between two walls.  We could add an adverb that tells how the angel is 
standing:  squarely or firmly—either adverb will do.  So our sentence will now read: 
But soon the donkey saw the angel again, standing squarely between two walls.  Or, 
But soon the donkey saw the angel again, standing firmly between two walls.”

Give the students a piece of Practice paper (ABS ML T-3).  Have them write their 
name on the paper and turn to page 13.  Have them read the sentence to you.  Ask 
them if they can think of an adverb that would work with hit to describe how 
Balaam hit the donkey.  (fiercely, roughly, swiftly, quickly)  Then have them rewrite 
the sentence on their paper, adding an adverb.  For example:

Balaam was angry and roughly hit the poor donkey again. 

Do the same with the following pages:

Page 15:  So it just lay (sadly, quietly, hopelessly, wearily) down.
Page 20:  ...and Balaam (quickly, respectfully, fearfully) bowed down     

      before it.
Page 21:  “Why did you hit your donkey three times?” asked the angel 

      (crossly, sternly, sharply).
Page 22:  “...I would have (certainly, justly, seriously) punished you.”

2.  Have the students complete worksheet ABS ML L66.2.

Close in Prayer.  Ask God to help us follow Jesus' example and be kind to 
everyone, even to the animals He created.
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Items Needed

Book 29, “Balaam and the Donkey,” for each student
Practice paper, ABS ML T-3
card stock
markers, crayons, colored pencils
large craft sticks
glue or tape

Items to Make

copies of story faces, ABS ML L66.1-1, L66.1-2, and L66.1-3
copies of worksheet ABS ML L66.2

After-Lesson Thoughts
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Name ________________________________ Date ______________

Lesson 66
Balaam and the Donkey

Finish the sentences by filling in the blanks with words from the word bank.

Word Bank

only mouth trouble angel
couldn't angry stick wrong
talk bowed hitting blessed

1.  As Balaam was riding his donkey to Moab, he had some ___________.

2.  Balaam's donkey kept seeing an ___________ and running off the road.

3.  Balaam ____________ see the angel; he didn't even know it was there.

4.  Balaam was __________; he kept __________  his poor donkey to make 
it go on.

5.  At last, after Balaam hit the donkey with a ____________, God let the 
donkey ____________ to him.

6.  Then Balaam was able to see the angel, and he ____________ down.

7.  The angel told Balaam he had been ___________ to hit his poor donkey.

8.  “You can go on to Moab now,” the angel said, “but you must say _______ 
the words that God puts in your _____________!”

9.  The words God gave Balaam to say _____________ the Israelites.

                                                                                                                                  ABS ML L66.2



Book 29, Lesson 67  (Part 2 of 2)

BALAAM AND THE DONKEY

Scripture:  Numbers 22:2 – 24:25

Spiritual Emphasis:  This story teaches the importance of paying attention to 
what's happening around us and not letting anger control our actions.  It also 
causes us to think about treating animals with kindness.

Academic Goal:  punctuation review; letter R and /r/ sound; opposites

Pre-Reading Strategies

1.  Print a copy of ABS ML L67.1 for each student.  Have them color the pictures 
and fill in the blanks, using the alphabet/number code.

2.  Review the sight words learned so far by playing bingo.  Give each student a 
bingo sheet (ABS ML T-2) and have them write the following words randomly in the 
spaces on the sheet.  Have them begin by writing Free in the middle space.  Don't 
let them copy each other or they'll all bingo at once!

Sight words:  citizens, jail, listening, thought, trouble, anchors, 
  captain, piece, plagues, sea, through, Balaam, 

     Israelites, Moab

After all the students have filled in their bingo sheets, play bingo by saying the 
sight words and having the students cross off the words on their sheets.  The 
game is finished when a student “bingo's” three across or five down, depending on 
how difficult or long you want to make the game.

During-Reading Strategies

1.  Page through the story with the students, looking at the punctuation.  Review 
the reason for the quotation marks on page 2, the exclamation mark on page 5, the 
ellipses (pauses) on pages 9 and 19, the question mark on page 18, and the italics 
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(stresses) on pages 22 and 28.  (Note:  The students do not need to remember the 
term ellipsis, just that the three dots mean to slow down.)  After this punctuation 
review, either read the story together, giving full attention to the punctuation, or 
ask for a volunteer to do a “dramatic reading” of the story.  

2.  Teaching the Alphabet and Phonics Lesson.  You will need copies of page 18 of 
the revised Alphabet and Phonics Book for each student.

Step A

Distribute the student copies.  Hold up your copy for the students to see.  Say, 
“This is the letter R.”  Point to the letter R in the upper right hand corner of the 
page.  Say, “Let's say the name together:  R.  Good.  This big letter (pointing to the 
capital letter) is capital R.  And this letter (pointing to the small R) is small R. 
Let's say their names.  Capital R.  Small R.  Good.  They don't look anything alike, 
do they?  Totally different.  We better practice.  I'm going to trace them with my 
finger to get a feel for their shapes, and then I'd like you to do the same thing. 
(Put your fingertip on the capital R, saying 'capital R' aloud, as you trace its shape, 
following the path you would take if you were printing the letter.  Repeat for the 
small R (r), saying 'small R' aloud as you trace the letter.)  Say, “Now you try it. 
Good.  Now let's make a capital R in the air.”  Draw a big capital R in the air with 
your index finger; encourage the students to do the same.  “And let's make a small 
R in the air.”  Draw a small R (r) in the air with your index finger, encouraging the 
students to do the same.  

Say, “R is the name of the letter; the sound of the letter is /r/.  Please say it with 
me:  /r/.  Good.  And again:  /r/.  Great!  The sound for capital R and small R is the 
same.

“Now let's write the capital R on our sheets of paper (ABS ML T-1).”  Write a 
capital R on your dry erase board as the students write on their paper.  “Good. 
Now let's write a small R.”  Write a small R (r) on the board as the students write 
on their paper.  “Good.  Let's do it again; I'll go first, and then you.  Great!  Let's 
do it one more time!”  
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Step B

Say, “Let's look at the word at the bottom of the page.”  Point to the word Ruth. 
“This word begins with the letter R and the sound /r/.  You notice it begins with a 
capital R which is a clue that it's a name.  It's the name Ruth.  Read it with me, 
please:  Ruth.   There's a story about Ruth in the Bible and this is a picture of how 
she may have looked.  Let's read her name one more time:  Ruth.  Good.”

Step C

Say, “Can you think of some other words that begin with the sound that Ruth 
begins with?”  Help the students think of words such as:

run, round, rope, ready, radio, red, reindeer, ring, roll, rush, ROAR!   

Step D

Say, “Let's look in our story to see how many words there are in it that have the 
/r/ sound in them.”  Give the students a piece of Practice paper (ABS ML T-3) and 
have them make three columns on it for words that begin with the /r/ sound, end 
with the /r/ sound, and that have the /r/ sound within the word.

begin with /r/ end with /r/ /r/ within  

our, pg 1 hire, pg 1
whoever, pg 5 curse, pg 5

right, pg 8, 24 Israelites, pg 5, 28
road, pg 8, 10, 12 far, pg 12 angry, pg 13

poor, pg 13 there, pg 14
three, pg 18, 21

your, pg 21, 27 before, pg 20
wrong, pg 24
words, pg 27, 28
turned, pg 28

Collect the alphabet pages at this time.
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Post-Reading Strategies

1.  Review the concept of opposites.  Explain that opposites are things that differ 
from each other as much as possible.  Have the students tell you the opposites for 
these words from the story:  

come (go) ahead (behind) angry (happy)
curse (bless) off (on) down (up)
fail (succeed)  standing (sitting) wrong (right)

Before class, make a copy of ABS ML L67.2-1 – L67.2-4 on white or colored card 
stock.  Cut the cards out and laminate them for longer wear.  Put either Set A or 
Set B in a small paper bag or face down in a basket and have the students take 
turns drawing one and saying the opposite word to the one they've drawn.  The 
cards can also be used as a game by laying them all face down on a table and having 
the students play a traditional matching game with them.

2.  Have the students complete worksheet ABS ML L67.3.

Close in Prayer.  Thank God for giving us people who love us and who we can love.
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Items Needed

Book 29, “Balaam and the Donkey,” for each student
copies of Alphabet & Phonics Book page 18
Journal paper, ABS ML T-1
Bingo sheet, ABS ML T-2
Practice paper, ABS ML T-3
card stock
small paper bag or basket 

Items to Make

copies of craft sheet ABS ML L67.1
word cards ABS ML L67.2-1 – L67.2-4
copies of worksheet ABS ML L67.3

After-Lesson Thoughts
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Name _____________________________ Date ______________

Lesson 67
Balaam and the Donkey

Draw a picture of some part of the story and then tell about that part of 
the story, using your own words.

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

ABS ML L67.3



Book 30, Lesson 68  (Part 1 of 3)

A STORY ABOUT ESTHER

Scripture:  Esther 3:1 – 9:19

Spiritual Emphasis:  Queen Esther had courage, faith in God, love for her people, 
and a sense of duty.  We should practice all these qualities in our lives, too.

Academic Goal:  new sight words; /zh/ sound

Pre-Reading Strategies

1.  Before class, cut 1” x 9” strips of construction paper in four colors, enough so 
each student will have four of each color (16 total per student).  

On one color have the students write the word “courage.”  On the second color, 
have them write the word “love.”  On the third color, have them write the word 
“faith.”  On the fourth color, have them write the word “duty.”  Have the words 
written on your dry erase board so they don't have to wonder how to spell them. 
When they've finished writing the words on the strips of paper, have them make a 
chain with them, taping or gluing the strips together, making sure the words are on 
the outside of the loops.

As the students work on the craft, tell them they will be reading a story about 
someone who showed all these qualities in her life.  Ask them what they think the 
words mean.  They may not know what “duty” means.  Tell them the person they're 
going to read about is a queen named Esther and she had duties as a queen; duty 
means responsibility and obedience.  And not just kings and queens have duties:  we 
do, too.  Ask them if they can think of any (respect for older people, obedience to 
our parents and teachers, kindness to others, helping our moms, etc.).

When they're finished making the chains, the students could hang them about the 
room, or you could have them take them home so they can tell the story of Queen 
Esther to their families.
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2.  Teach the sight words which you've prepared for the word wall and the student 
word clips.

Sight words:  cousin, Esther, fought, Persia

During-Reading Strategies

1.  Introduce the story with some background for the students.  Say, “When King 
Xerxes ruled the land of Persia, he had great power; he could do almost anything 
he wanted to do.  He could have someone killed just for walking into the room he 
was in, simply because they hadn't asked permission first. There was one thing he 
couldn't do, though.  Once he had made a royal decree, it couldn't be canceled. 
The king's highest official, a man named Haman, hated the Jews, and he tricked 
King Xerxes into signing a law that would have all the Jewish people in the kingdom 
killed.  Now, when the king had married Esther and made her his queen, he didn't 
know she was Jewish.  Oh-oh.  We better read the story and find out what 
happened.”    

Read the story as the students follow along in their books, looking at the pictures; 
then read the story together.  Make sure they have no questions before moving on 
to the rest of the lesson.

2.  Teaching the Alphabet and Phonics Book.  To teach this phonics lesson, the 
students do not need a copy of the page.

Step A

Hold up a copy of page 33 for the students to see and say, “The word on this page 
is mirage.  You might not have heard the word before, but you've probably seen a 
mirage and not known that's what it was.  Have you ever been riding in a car on a 
very hot day and when you looked out the windshield there appeared to be water on 
the road ahead of you?  The water looks real, but it isn't even there—it's a mirage
—an optical illusion caused by the heat.  Out in the desert, where it gets blazing 
hot in the daytime, people sometimes see what looks like lakes and mountains and 
all kinds of things that aren't there—they're only mirages.  This picture shows 
what a mirage might have looked like to people traveling across the desert in Bible 
times.”
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Run your finger under the word mirage and say, “This is the word mirage.  Read it 
with me, please:  mirage.  Good.  The sound we want to study in this word is the 
/zh/ sound.  (Point to  the G)  Say the sound with me, please:  /zh/.  Good.”  

Step B

Say, “Can you think of some other words that have this /zh/ sound in them?”  Help 
the students think of words such as:

treasure, measure, television, garage 

Step C

Say, “Who remembers what country Esther was queen of?”  Persia  (If the 
students don't remember, have them look at page 1 to refresh their memories.)  If 
you have a Bible-times map, point out the land of Persia.
 
3.  Have the students write the word wise and its definition in their Personal 
Dictionaries:

wise:  having good sense; knowing what is true

Ask the students if they know what the opposite of wise is.  Have them write the 
word foolish and its definition in their dictionaries.

foolish:  not having good sense; being unwise

Ask them which they'd rather be:  wise or foolish.  Help them think of some things 
they could do that would help them be wise instead of foolish.  For instance, (1) 
listening to what their parents say because they have experience to know what's 
right and wrong; (2) study hard in school so they learn lots of things; (3) go to 
Sunday school and church so they learn about Jesus and what God's Word says. 
Have them write at least two of these ways to be wise in their dictionaries.

If you know the song, “The Wise Man Built His House Upon the Rock,” sing it with 
the students.  Have them stand up and do the motions for a stretching break.
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Post-Reading Strategies

1.  Give each student a piece of Practice paper (ABS ML T-3).  Using words from   
the story (listed below), review the concept of the sounds of letters; that (1) the 
sound is not the same thing as the name of the letter, and that (2) changing the 
sound will either create a new word and change the meaning, or create a sequence 
that is not a real word in English.

Have the students write the following words in three columns on their papers: 
 man, let, had.  

(a)  Say, “Please read the first word with me:  man.  What letter does the 
word man begin with?  That's right:  it begins with the letter m.  And what is the 
sound of the letter m?  /m/, exactly right!  Now suppose we change the letter m to 
the letter p?  What is the sound of the letter p?  /p/, that's right.  Do we still 
have a word?  What is it?  Right:  pan.  Write the word pan under the word man on 
your paper.  Now suppose we change the letter m to the letter g.  Do we have a 
word now?  No, not in English, we don't.”

Say, “Now look at the letter the word man ends with.  What is it?  Right, it's n. 
What sound does the letter n make?  /n/, that's right.  Now, if we change that 
sound to a /d/ sound, do we still have a word?  What is it?  Mad, that's right.  We 
don't have anyone in here who's mad today, do we?  Well, that's good!  Let's write 
the word mad under the word pan.

(b)  Say, “Please read the next word with me:  let.  What letter does the 
word let begin with?  That's right:  it begins with the letter l.  What is the sound 
of the letter l?  /l/, you're right!  Let's change that letter to... let's change it to 
the letter z.  What's the sound for the letter z?  /z/  That gives us the word zet. 
What a word!  But it isn't an English word, is it?  So let's try again.  How about one 
of you giving me a letter to replace the letter l?”  (b, g, j, m, n, p, s, v, w)  Have the 
students write that word under the word let.

Say, “Now let's look at the letter at the end of the word let.  What is it?  Right, 
it's a t.  And what's that sound that t makes?  Right, /t/, /t/, /t/.  If we change 
that t to a g, what will the word be then?  Leg!   Who all has one of those?  Two?  
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You have two legs?  Show me what it would be like if you had to walk around on 
one.”  (After a minute or two of that crazy exercise, have them sit down again.)
                  
Say, “All right, we have another word to add to our let column.  Do you remember 
what it is?  Yes, write the word leg under the word ____ (the word the students 
came up with.)”

(c)  Say, “Please read the last word with me:  had.  What letter does the 
word had begin with?  Right, it begins with the letter h; and what sound does the 
letter h have?  /h/, that's also right.  Now if we change that sound to /b/, do we 
still have a word?  Yes, we do!  Write the word bad under the word had.  If we 
change the sound to /j/ do we have a word?  No, we don't!  How about the /s/ 
sound?  Does that give us another word?  Yes, it does!  Write the word sad down.” 

Say, “Now, let's take a look at the vowel sound in had.  Let's change that to /i/. 
Can you tell me what the word is now?  That's right, the word is hid.  Write that 
one down, too.”

Have the students make three new words by changing any of the three letters in 
the last three words in the columns on their papers.  Have them put their names on 
their papers when they've finished and place them in their Journals.

2.  Have the students complete worksheet ABS ML L68.1.

Close in Prayer.  Thank God for the wonderful bodies he's given us and pray that 
we will always be thankful for what we have and kind to those who need our help.
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Items Needed

Book 30, “A Story About Esther,” for each student
Practice paper, ABS ML T-3
construction paper, 4 colors
markers

Items to Make

copies of worksheet ABS ML L68.1

After-Lesson Thoughts
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Name _____________________________ Date ______________

Lesson 68
A Story About Esther

Fill in the blanks using words from the Word Bank.

Word Bank

law saved brave
powerful invited allowed
Jewish letter clerks

1.  The king of Persia was a very _________________ man.

2.  Queen Esther went to see the king without being _______________.

3.  She was ____________ to do that, because the king might have had her 
killed.

4.  Queen Esther asked the king to save the lives of the ______________ 
people.

5.  The king decided to let Queen Esther make a new __________.

6.  The law said that the Jews were ______________ to fight back against 
their attackers.

7.  Queen Esther's cousin helped the king's _____________ write the law.

8.  The clerks put the law in a ______________ that was sent to every part 
of Persia.

9.  Queen Esther had ______________ the lives of her people.
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Book 30, Lesson 69  (Part 2 of 3)

A STORY ABOUT ESTHER

Scripture:  Esther 3:1 – 9:19

Spiritual Emphasis:  Queen Esther had courage, faith in God, love for her people, 
and a sense of duty.  We should practice all these qualities in our lives, too.

Academic Goal:  letter H and the /h/ sound; compound words

Pre-Reading Strategies

1.  Make a copy of ABS ML L69.1-1 and ABS ML L69.1-2 for each student.  Have 
them color the pictures on the circle and cut it out; have them cut out the crown 
and the opening in the upper center (they may need help with this).  Have the 
students color and decorate the crown with items from Spangle Mix.   Help them 
fasten the circle behind the crown with a brad.  Show them how to turn the circle 
to show the pictures through the opening in the crown.  Have them put their name 
on the back of the crown before placing it in their Journal. 

2.  Ask for volunteers to read all the sight words.

During-Reading Strategies

1.  Read the story together.  Lead a discussion about the brave things Queen 
Esther did.  If you can, tell them about an experience of your own when you had to 
be brave and do something that was hard to do.

2.  Teaching the Alphabet and Phonics Lesson.  You will need copies of page 8 of 
the revised Alphabet and Phonics Book for each student.

Step A

Distribute the student copies.  Hold up your copy for the students to see.  Say, 
“This is the letter H.”  Point to the letter H in the upper right hand corner of the
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page.  Say, “Let's say the name together:  H.  Good.  This big letter (pointing to the 
capital letter) is capital H.  And this letter (pointing to the small H) is small H. 
Let's say their names.  Capital H.  Small H.  Good.  I'm going to trace both Hs with 
my finger to get a feel for their shapes, and then I'd like you to do the same thing. 
(Put your fingertip on the capital H, saying 'capital H' aloud, as you trace its shape, 
following the path you would take if you were printing the letter.  Repeat for the 
small H (h), saying 'small H' aloud as you trace the letter.)  Say, “Now you try it. 
Good.  Now let's make a capital H in the air.”  Draw a big capital H in the air with 
your index finger; encourage the students to do the same.  “And let's make a small 
H in the air.”  Draw a small H (h) in the air with your index finger, encouraging the 
students to do the same.  

Say, “H is the name of the letter; the sound of the letter is /h/.  Please say it with 
me:  /h/.  (Take care to let only air pass through your mouth for the /h/ sound;  
don't say /huh/.)  Good.  And again:  /h/.  Great!  The sound for capital H and small 
H is the same.

“Now let's write the capital H on our sheets of paper (ABS ML T-1).”  Write a 
capital H on your dry erase board as the students write on their paper.  “Good. 
Now let's write a small H.”  Write a small H (h) on the board as the students write 
on their paper.  “Good.  Let's do it again; I'll go first, and then you.  Great!  Let's 
do it one more time!”  

Step B

Say, “Let's look at the word at the bottom of the page.”  Point to the word home. 
“Can you tell me the name of the first letter in this word?”  Point to the H in home. 
“That's right.  It's an H.  The word is home.  Read it with me:  home.  Good!  The 
picture shows us what some of the homes might have looked like in Bible times. 
Let's read the word one more time:  home.  Good.”

Step C

Say, “Can you think of some other words that begin with the sound that home 
begins with?”  Help the students think of words such as:
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hand, happy, hope, help, horse, hyper, hip-hip-HOORAY!!   

Step D

Say, “Let's look in our story to see how many words we can find there that begin 
with the /h/ sound.”  Help the students find the following words:  

his, pg 2 him, pg 2, 8, 12, 20, 22 hated, pg 4
heard, pg 8 he, pg 10, 12, 13 her, pg 10, 20
had, pg 20, 28

Collect the alphabet pages at this time.

3.  Have the students turn to page 2 in their books.  Read the sentence together. 
Say, “The word nobody is a word made up of two smaller words.  Can anyone tell me 
what those two smaller words are?  That's right:  no and body.  We call words like 
this compound words.  Do you see another word in this sentence that's a compound 
word?  Good for you!  That's right!  Without is a compound word.  And what are the 
two smaller words that make up this compound word?  With and out, that's right. 
Look at page 4.  Do you see a compound word there?  You're getting good at this! 
Into is a compound word, alright!”

Say, “Now I want you to put your thinking caps on tight.  I want you to think of 
some compound words without seeing them on a page.  Do you think you can do 
that?  I know you can do it because I hear you using compound words all the time 
when you're talking!  When you think of one, raise your hand.”   As the students tell 
you compound words they've thought of, write them down on your dry erase board 
or a piece of poster paper.  After you've done as many as you wish to, have the 
students come up to your board one at a time and draw a line with your marker 
separating the two words that make up each compound word.  Examples follow:

a b c d
afternoon ballgame cannot daylight
airplane bedtime classroom doghouse
anybody birthday cowboy downstairs
applesauce breakfast cupcake drumstick
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e f g h
earphone firecracker goldfish haircut
eggshell flashlight grandfather headache
everything football grasshopper homework
eyeballs forget gumdrop horseback

i j k l
indoors jumprope keychain ladybug
into jetliner keyhole lifeboat
infield jellyfish keynote lifetime
inside jumpshot keypad lookout

m n o p
mailbox nearby oatmeal pancake
meatloaf newspaper overhead pickup
mixup nightmare overtime playground
motorcycle nutshell outfield popcorn

q r s t
quicksand railroad sandbox teaspoon
quarterback rainbow snowman toothbrush

raindrop spaceship toothpaste
rosebush sunshine treehouse

u w y z
underwear watermelon yardstick zookeeper
upstairs whatever yearbook
uphill weekend yourself
underground windstorm

Post-Reading Strategies

1.  Have students complete worksheet ABS ML L69.2.  Give them time to write 
about being brave.
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2.  Before class, print ABS ML L69.3-1 – L69.3-7, making three copies of page one. 
Laminate the pages and cut the cards out.  Spread the cards on the table, face 
side up and, working together, have the students make as many compound words as 
possible with them.  There are several combination possibilities for many of the 
words.

Close in Prayer.  Thank God for His promise to be with us always, no matter what 
we're doing or how hard it is.

Items Needed

Book 30, “A Story About Esther,” for each student
copies of Alphabet & Phonics Book page 8
card stock
Spangle Mix
brads
colored pencils, markers, crayons

Items to Make

copies of craft ABS ML L69.1-1 and L69.1-2
copies of worksheet ABS ML L69.2
cards for compound words game (ABS ML L69.3)

After-Lesson Thoughts
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Book 30, Lesson 70  (Part 3 of 3)

A STORY ABOUT ESTHER

Scripture:  Esther 3:1 – 9:19

Spiritual Emphasis:  Queen Esther had courage, faith in God, love for her people, 
and a sense of duty.  We should practice all these qualities in our lives, too.

Academic Goal:  review /s/, /sh/, /zh/ sounds; nouns and adjectives; adverbs

Pre-Reading Strategies

1.  See the example at ABS ML L70.1 for this craft.  For each student, have two 
wooden mixing spoons (one a little smaller than the other, if possible), two pieces 
of different-colored felt, black and yellow yarn, 4 Google eyes, magic markers, and 
Spangle Mix.  Have each student decorate the wooden spoons to make a “Queen 
Esther” and a “King Xerxes.”  They can use them to tell the story later.

2.  Sight words should be well known by now.  Have the students stand and do a 
sing-song word chant with them.   Make it a “round,” so you go through the words 
at least three times and get those kids a'swingin'!

During-Reading Strategies

1.  Have the students act out the story of Queen Esther with the craft characters 
they made at the beginning of class.  Appoint a student as “narrator” to round out 
the story (or you could be the narrator).

2.  Give each student a piece of Practice paper (ABS ML T-3).  Say, “On the first 
line of your paper, write the letter s.  What sound does the letter S make?  That's 
right, it makes the sound sssssss like a hissing snake.  On the second line, write the 
letters sh.  What sound do these two letters together make?  Right!  ssshhhhhh! 
I'm sure you've heard that sound often enough!  On the third line of your paper, 
write the letters zh.  These two letters together make the sound we studied in our 
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first lesson about Queen Esther.  Does anyone remember that sound?  /zh/ as in 
treasure.  Right!”

Say, “Turn to page 1 in your book.  Let's read that sentence together.  (Read it 
with the students.)  Persia.  Say that word with me:  Persia.  Now look at the three 
s sounds you've written on your paper.  Which sound do you hear in Persia?  Right! 
You hear the /zh/ sound.  So write the word Persia on your zh line.”

Follow this same pattern with the following pages/words:

Pg 8 She went to see him. /sh/
Pg 10 he was glad to see her. /s/
Pg 12 he said “Yes.” /s/
Pg 14 Please save them! /s/
Pg 19 I will sign it. /s/
Pg 22 what the new law should say. /sh/
Pg 26 The clerks sent the letter /s/
Pg 28 Queen Esther had saved... /s/

Post-Reading Strategies

1.  Mark off four columns on your dry erase board or a piece of poster paper.  Head 
them with People, Places, Times of Day, and Feelings.  Have the students give you 
six words for each column.  For example:

People Places Times of Day Feelings

1. brother supermarket morning happy
2. friend school afternoon tired
3. teacher church lunchtime sad
4. mom playground evening excited
5. grandpa the mall night bored
6. neighbor library breakfast nervous

Have each student roll a die four times, once for each category.  On the same 
piece of Practice paper they used previously, have them write the words 
corresponding to the numbers rolled.  For example, if a student rolled 2, 5, 1, and 
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6, their words would be:  friend, bored, morning, library.  Have them write a 
sentence using these four words.  A resulting sentence could be:  “One day my 
friend and I were so bored, we spent the whole morning at the library.”  As time 
permits, do this at least twice with each student.

2.  Have the students complete worksheet ABS ML L70.2.  Answer key:  (1) 
bravely, (2) kindly, (3) politely, (4) quickly, (5) cleverly, (6) happily.

Close in Prayer.  Thank God for His Word, the Bible, which has stories of people 
like Queen Esther who are examples for us to follow.  Ask God to help us have 
faith and love like Queen Esther did, and to help us be responsible and obedient, 
too, like she was.

Items Needed

Book 30, “A Story of Queen Esther,” for each student
Practice paper (ABS ML T-3)
wooden mixing spoons, 2 sizes
Google eyes
yarn, black and yellow
felt, 2 colors
Spangle Mix
markers
dice

Items to Make

copies of worksheet ABS ML L70.2

After-Lesson Thoughts
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Name ___________________________ Date___________________

Lesson 70
A Story About Esther

In each sentence below, draw a line under the adverb.  
Then write it on the blank line under the sentence.

1.  Queen Esther went bravely to see the powerful king, without being asked.

______________________________________

2.  The king wasn't angry with her; he spoke to her kindly.

______________________________________

3.  Queen Esther politely invited the king to come to a dinner.

______________________________________

4.  The Queen quickly asked the king to let the Jewish people live.

______________________________________

5.  The new law was cleverly written.

______________________________________

6.  This is a story that ends happily.

______________________________________

                                                                                                                                ABS ML L70.2



Final Session       

Instructions for Administering
the Reading Skills Post-Evaluation

For the post-evaluation, you will need a copy of the Sentences-to-Read Student 
Post-Evaluation and Sentences-to-Read Tutor Post-Evaluation Worksheets.

Note:  Again, it's a good idea to laminate the student's worksheet, as you'll be 
using it many times and it will wear better if it's covered.  Your Tutor's Worksheet 
needs to be writable to record the student's information.

1.  Welcome the student and make him or her comfortable.

2.  Fill in the date and the student's full name on the Tutor's Worksheet.  This 
sheet will be kept on file.

3.  Hand the student a copy of the Sentences-to-Read Post-Evaluation Worksheet 
and say, “This is an exercise to help us see how much progress you've made during 
our reading sessions.  I'd like you to read the sentences on the page out loud, 
please, beginning with number one and reading as many as you can.  Don't worry 
about the sentences not going together to make a story—they're not supposed to.”

4.  Ask the student, “Do you have any questions?”  Answer any questions, then say, 
“Alright, let's begin with sentence number one.”

5.  As the student reads the sentences aloud, circle the number on your Tutor's 
Worksheet beside each sentence he or she can read easily.

6.  When the student comes to a sentence he or she cannot read easily, say, 
“That's fine, you can stop reading now.”

7.  Write the student's score (the number of the last sentence easily read) on your 
worksheet.

8.  Ask the student to return the Student Worksheet; tell him or her the 
evaluation is over and thank the student.

9.   Once all the students have been evaluated, transfer the results for each 
student to the Student Evaluation Report Form ABS ML-2.



 POST-EVALUATION STUDENT WORKSHEET 

SENTENCES TO READ

1.  We will come back.

2.  Do you see these stones?

3.  You will soon be set free.

4.  This rock will be your house.

5.  Why did you do this to me?

6.  I want to ask you a question.

7.  Please tell me who your father is.

8.  All of the sick people were healed.

9.  You will look for me but you won't find me.

10.  We don't want this man to be our king.

11.  He took her by the hand and helped her to her feet.

12.  Please come with me as quickly as you can!

13.  The man jumped up and started walking around.

14.  You are a hard man, and I was afraid of you.

15.  I came to do what the Father wants me to do.



16.  My work has always kept me from coming to see you.

17.  He saw an angel from God coming to him and calling him by name.

18.  They waved their clothes around and threw dust into the air.

19.  Night is almost over, and day will soon appear.

20.  Look at the sky and see if you can count the stars.

21.  Friends, if you have anything to say that will help the people, please say 
it.

22.  While they were eating, he stood near them under the trees.

23.  When he got there, he let the camels rest near the well outside the 
city.

24.  It was late afternoon, the time when the women came out for water.

25.  Then he set up camp, and his servants started digging a well.

26.  That evening, a lot of quails came and landed everywhere in camp.

27.  On the morning of the third day, there was thunder and lightening. 

28.  When the meat was done, he put it in a basket and poured the broth 
into a clay cooking pot.

29.  Even though what you did was wrong, you don't need to be afraid.

30.  They had gone to their Egyptian neighbors and asked for gold and silver 
and for clothes.



 Post-Evaluation Tutor Worksheet

SENTENCES TO READ

Date: _________________

Student's Name: __________________________    Score: ________
_________________________________________________________

1.  We will come back. (Genesis 22:5)

2.  Do you see these stones?  (Luke 21:6)

3.  You will soon be set free.  (Luke 21:28)

4.  This rock will be your house.  (Genesis 28:22)

5.  Why did you do this to me?  (Genesis 29:25)

6.  I want to ask you a question.  (Luke 20:3)

7.  Please tell me who your father is.  (Genesis 24:23)

8.  All of the sick people were healed.  (Acts 19:11)

9.  You will look for me, but you won't find me.  (John 7:34)

10.  We don't want this man to be our king.  (Luke 19:14)

11.  He took her by the hand and helped her to her feet.  (Acts 9:41)

12.  Please come with us as quickly as you can!  (Acts 9:38)

13.  The man jumped up and started walking around.  (Acts 14:10)

14.  You are a hard man, and I was afraid of you.  (Luke 19:21)

15.  I came to do what the Father wants me to do.  (John 6:38)

16.  My work has always kept me from coming to see you.  (Romans 15:22)

17.  He saw an angel from God coming to him and calling him by name.  (Acts 



10:3)

18.  They waved their clothes around and threw dust into the air.  (Acts 
22:23)

19.  Night is almost over, and day will soon appear.  (Romans 13:12)

20.  Look at the sky and see if you can count the stars.  (Genesis 15:5)

21.  Friends, if you have anything to say that will help the people, please say 
it.  (Acts 13:15)

22.  While they were eating, he stood near them under the trees.  (Genesis 
18:8)

23.  When he got there, he let the camels rest near the well outside the 
city.  (Genesis 24:11a)

24.  It was late afternoon, the time when the women came out for water. 
(Genesis 24:11b)

25.  Then he set up camp, and his servants started digging a well.  (Genesis 
26:25)

26.  That evening a lot of quails came and landed everywhere in the camp. 
(Exodus 16:13)

27.  On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning. 
(Exodus 19:16)

28.  When the meat was done, he put it in a basket and poured the broth 
into a clay cooking pot.  (Judges 6:19)

29.  Even though what you did was wrong, you don't need to be afraid.  (1 
Samuel 12:20)

30.  They had gone to their Egyptian neighbors and asked for gold and silver 
and for clothes.  (Exodus 24:17-18)



Activities and Games

1.  Make a “Handy” Bean Bag

Fill most of a knit winter glove with dried beans, including the fingers and thumb. 
Thread a large-eye needle with yarn and stitch the cuff closed.  This makes a 
great bean bag for juggling or playing catch.

2.  Pencil or Art Supply Holder

Collect clean empty vegetable cans (14.5 oz).  Make sure you run a can opener 
around the open top so there is nothing sharp to cut a student's finger.  You can 
leave the label on if it is well intact (the paper the student is going to glue over it 
will stick better).

Cut plain colored paper into 10” x 5 1/2” pieces before class.  Have students glue 
the paper around the cans, leaving an inch of extra paper at the top.  Snip several 
slits in the extra paper, then fold it into the cans and tape or glue it in place.

Have students decorate their holder with things you have brought for the purpose: 
buttons, stickers, yarn, bits of fabric, etc.

Show the students how the holders can be used to hold pencils, paint brushes, etc. 

3.  It's a “Puzzlement”

This can be a group activity on a large piece of white poster board (28” x 22”) or 
students can make individual puzzle art on poster board half that size.  

Have students sort old jigsaw puzzle pieces into color groups.  (A good source of 
inexpensive puzzles is a Goodwill Store or Salvation Army Thrift Store.)  Draw a 
simple picture on the poster board (like a rainbow or an underwater scene with a 
fish and some seaweed).  Have students glue puzzle pieces onto the drawing to 
make a colorful picture.  Then have them color in the background around the 
puzzle-piece picture, such as clouds around the rainbow and land with trees and 
flowers below, or water around the fish.
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4.  Name Them in a Minute!

Cover two empty square tissue boxes with plain-colored paper.  Label the sides of 
one die with large dots 1 to 6 like a regular die.  Label the sides of the other die 
with categories such as colors, fruits, states, musical instruments, colors, animals, 
months.  For longer wear, cover the dice with contact paper.

To play, have the students take turns rolling the dice.  The number on top of the 
one is the number of things they must name in the category on the top of the 
other.  If they name the correct number of things within a minute, they get that 
number of points.  Set a number of points (25 or 30).  The first person to score 
that many, wins.  This game can be played in teams as well.

5.  Tic-Tac-Toe Stories

Cut all sorts of pictures from magazines.  Arrange nine on a tic-tac-toe board. 
Have a student (or students) choose three in a row horizontally, vertically, or 
diagonally and tell a story using those pictures.

6.  Handy Hands!

Have students show how they use their hands to do the following actions (all in 
pantomime):

tie their shoes thread a needle
throw a ball cut a pizza into four pieces
erase a word they've written hoe a garden
wring water from a cloth comb their hair

7.  Fish Tic-Tac-Toe

Cut a 6” x 6” square from cardboard and cover it with dark blue felt.  Divide it into 
nine equal squares with light blue strips of felt, rick-rack, or yarn.  Cut out five 
each of two different colors of felt “fish” for game pieces.  Glue an envelope on 
the back of the board to put the fish in so you don't lose them.
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8.  Yarn Cards

Cut a 6” x 8” piece of construction paper.  Fold it in half.  On the front of the card, 
have the student lightly draw a simple outline in pencil.  Trace the outline with glue. 
Press yarn over the glue and let it dry.  Write  a message on the inside of the card.

9.  Clay Pot Bird Feeder

Buy inexpensive small clay pots with bottoms.  Have the students paint the pots, 
understanding that the pots will be upside down when finished.  Paint the rim and 
inside of the tray, too.  When dry, turn the pot upside down and, using construction 
adhesive, glue the tray, upside right, onto the bottom of the pot, making a handy, 
pretty bird feeder.
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Use Your Brain!

1.  Why don't we use glue to fasten our clothes?

2.  What would happen if we used a broom to clean off shelves?

3.  If you hear that something is “super,” what does that tell you about it?

4.  If you could program a robot to do just one thing for you, what would it be?

5.  Why do cars and trucks have horns?

6.  “I have something exciting to tell you!” said Tommy.  “I'm all ears,” said Dad. 
What did Dad mean?

7.  Why don't we wear socks on our hands like we do on our feet?

8.  Tell some things that make you think of your family.

9.  Name a few questions you could ask to get to know someone better.

10.  What is your favorite subject in school, and why do you like it?

11.  Why do we wrap gifts?

12.  Name four animals you probably would not see on a farm.

13.  Would you want to be famous?  For doing what?

14.  How is painting a house like painting artwork?  How is it different?

15.  Why might you want to buy a book instead of borrow it from the library?

16.  What is “spring cleaning?”  Why do people do it?

17.  Why do measuring spoons come in different sizes?
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18.  Name two things that can get your attention but are not loud.

19.  What makes you want to be someone's friend?

20.  What do you think is the best age to be?  Why do you think that?

21.  Name three things that make you laugh.

22.  If you could ask three questions of someone who has traveled to the moon, 
what would you ask?

23.  List five things you would like to do when you're feeling bored.

24.  Describe some things you would see if you were an octopus.

25.  Tell about a change you like when summer turns to winter.

26.  Tommy found small water puddles every few inches across his kitchen floor. 
Tell some things that could have caused them.

27.  Name a topping you've never seen on a pizza.  How do you think it would taste?

28.  How is a mailbox like a telephone?

29.  If beds were made of marshmallows, what would you like about that?  What 
wouldn't you like?

30.  Name something you could not use to make a wall.  Why not?

31..  What are three things you do before you go to sleep?

32.  How would you describe yourself to some who doesn't know you?

33.  Pretend you're a weatherman and give the weather forecast.

34.  Why do you think people like to read about the past?
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35.  If you could be someone else for one hour, who would you be and what would 
you do for that hour?

36.  Name four things that make someone a good person to have on your team.

37.  What is the same about answering the telephone and answering the door? 
What is different?

38.  If your room were in a tower, what would you like about that?  What wouldn't 
you like?

39.  If you could design a playground, what would you include in it?

40.  What is different about playing outdoors in January and July?

41.  Tell about something you learned all by yourself.

42.  Name two jobs for which you would need to wear boots.

43.  Do you wish you have more or less free time?  Why?

44.  How are a puppet and a doll alike?  How are they different?

45.  What would your room look like if you could decorate it the way you want to?

46.  How is math used in the kitchen?

47.  What would you like about being famous?  What wouldn't you like about it?

48.  Name some foods that grow underground.

49.  Zoe said, “I'm zany, observant, and exciting!”  Think of a word for each letter 
of your first name.

50.  What does it mean when you say that words can build walls or bridges?
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