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Student Evaluations

Reporting Evaluations

1.  After your students have been pre-evaluated and placed into groups with tutors, 
submit the Corps Registration Form ABS ML-1 to your Program Coordinator. 

2.  Enter the pre-evaluation scores onto the Student Evaluation Report Form ABS 
ML-2 and keep the form in your Journal until the end of the tutoring program, at 
which time you will record the post-evaluation scores.

3.  Keep careful attendance on the Student Attendance Report Form ABS ML-3, 
including all children, even those who have been pre-evaluated but do not attend 
subsequent sessions or only one or two sessions.

4.  This tutoring program has been planned for 16 sessions, (14 lessons with a pre-
evaluation session and a post-evaluation session).  Whether all these sessions are 
completed or not, the ABS ML-2 is required.  

5.  At the end of the tutoring program, enter the post-evaluation scores on ABS 
ML-2 (Evaluation) and submit it along with the ABS ML-3 (Attendance) to your 
Program Coordinator.

6.  Upon receipt of your Evaluation and Attendance forms, completion certificates 
and American Bible Society Bibles will be sent to you for your students.

Administering Evaluations

Detailed instructions for administering the student evaluations are given in the 
first and final session segments of this manual.
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American Bible Society
Mission:  Literacy Tutoring Program

Corps Registration Form
Please complete and submit this form each time you begin a 16-session tutoring program.

 Corps: ________________________________________      Date: _____________________

 Contact Person: ________________________________      Phone No.: ________________

 Email: ________________________________________

 Trained in Mission: Literacy by: _______________________________________________

 Tutoring Program begin date: ____________________________

 Number of students in tutoring program:  __________ 

 Number of Groups these students are divided into:  __________  

 Number of tutors: __________

 Number of days per week:  __________          Length of session (in minutes):  __________

 Number of programs in which we are using Mission: Literacy material:  __________

 We plan to continue using Mission: Literacy materials          Yes       No

If  Yes, as part of what programs:

 COMMENTS:

ABS ML-1



American Bible Society
Mission:  Literacy Tutoring Program

Student Evaluation Report Form
 Corps: _________________________________      Phone No.:  ____________________

 Pre-Evaluation Date: _______________      Post-Evaluation Date: _______________
______________________________________________________________________________

        Pre-     Post-
                         No. of        Eval     Eval

 Student                *Ethnicity   Age    Grade    Sessions    Score    Score   Variance
______________________________________________________________________________

 1____________________________________________________________________________

 2____________________________________________________________________________

 3____________________________________________________________________________

 4____________________________________________________________________________

 5____________________________________________________________________________

 6____________________________________________________________________________

 7____________________________________________________________________________

 8____________________________________________________________________________

 9____________________________________________________________________________

 10___________________________________________________________________________

 11___________________________________________________________________________

 12___________________________________________________________________________

 13___________________________________________________________________________

 14___________________________________________________________________________

 15___________________________________________________________________________
  
      *Ethnicity:  l.  Black/African American 4.  Latino/Hispanic 

2.  Asian                                     5.  Native American
3. Caucasian              6.  Multiracial                                          

   ABS ML-2



American Bible Society
Mission:  Literacy Tutoring Program

Student Attendance Report Form
 Corps: ______________________________________________

 Contact Person: ______________________________      Phone No.: ___________________
______________________________________________________________________________
                                     Session Dates                                  Total
 Student Names                                                           Attn.
______________________________________________________________________________

 1____________________________________________________________________________

 2____________________________________________________________________________

 3____________________________________________________________________________

 4____________________________________________________________________________

 5____________________________________________________________________________

 6____________________________________________________________________________

 7____________________________________________________________________________

 8____________________________________________________________________________

 9____________________________________________________________________________

 10___________________________________________________________________________

 11___________________________________________________________________________

 12___________________________________________________________________________

 13___________________________________________________________________________

 14___________________________________________________________________________

 15___________________________________________________________________________

 16___________________________________________________________________________

 17___________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                            ABS ML-3 



First Session       

Instructions for Administering
the Reading Skills Pre-Evaluation

Each student is evaluated individually.  For each pre-evaluation, you will need a copy 
of the Sentences-to-Read Student Pre-Evaluation Worksheet and the Sentences-
to-Read Tutor Pre-Evaluation Worksheet.

Note:  It's a good idea to laminate the student's worksheet, as you'll be using it 
over and over again and it will wear better if it's covered.  Of course, you will need 
writable copies of the Tutor's Worksheet, as you'll need to record the student's 
information, the date, and evaluation results.

1.  Welcome the student and make him or her comfortable.

2.  Fill in the date and the student's full name on the Tutor's Worksheet.  This 
sheet will be kept on file.

3.  Hand the student a copy of the Sentences-to-Read Worksheet and say, “This is 
an exercise that will help me to see how much you already know.  I'd like you to 
read the sentences on this page out loud, please, beginning with number one and 
reading as many as you can.  Don't worry about the sentences not going together to 
make a story—they're not supposed to.”

4.  Ask the student, “Do you have any questions?”  Answer any questions, then say, 
“Alright, let's begin with the first sentence.”

5.  As the student reads the sentences aloud, circle the number on your Tutor's 
Worksheet beside each sentence he or she can read easily.

6.  When the student comes to a sentence he or she cannot read easily, say, 
“That's fine, you can stop reading now.”

7.  Write the student's score (the number of the last sentence easily read) on your 
worksheet.
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8.  Ask the student to return the Student Worksheet; tell him or her they did well, 
that the evaluation is over, and thank the student.

9.  Once all the students have been evaluated, transfer the results for each 
student to the Student Evaluation Report Form ABS ML-2, which will be used again 
for the post-evaluations at the end of the tutoring program.

10.  If a student reads all the sentences (tests out), follow the same guidelines for 
reporting as for the other students.  Enter their score on the pre-evaluation 
worksheet, keep attendance and, at the end of the tutoring program, post-evaluate 
the student.  The objective with these students will be to prevent the “summer 
learning gap” which often occurs when children go all summer without reading.  

a.  These students will be placed in a “Catch Me Reading Club” (you can 
rename the club to suit your program), in which they will read three to five books 
from a suggested reading list during the 16-week tutoring program.

b.  The students may choose to (1) write a book report about one of the 
stories they read or (2) write and perform, with other students in their class, a 
skit about one of the books they read.

c.  All the students will choose a book to read and tell the story in their own 
words to the other students in the class.

d.  Each student will keep a journal in which to make notes on their reading, 
draw pictures, and to write down interesting or new words.  They should look the 
words up in the dictionary and record the meaning of the words in their journals. 
(The journals should be substantial, such as composition notebooks with a hard 
cover.)

e.  Books can be ordered through RainbowResource.com or other book 
sellers.  Recommended series are Christian Heroes Then and Now, Magic Tree 
House, American Heroes, Cul-de-Sac Kids, Boxcar Kids.
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 PRE-EVALUATION STUDENT WORKSHEET 

SENTENCES TO READ

1.  I want to see!

2.  A man had two sons.

3.  Why are you so good to me?

4.  Where did you work today?

5.  Please let me buy a piece of land.

6.  Please let me have a drink of water.

7.  I don't have any silver or gold!

8.  We each must carry our own load.

9.  I will look for my sheep and take care of them myself.

10.  The king asked, “What do you want me to do?”

11.  Come to my home each day and listen to me.

12.  Don't follow anyone like that or do what they do.

13.  If you follow me, you will live a long time.

14.  I know I will live to see how kind you are.

15.  We have a place where you and your men can stay.



16.  The only animal I took was the donkey I rode on.

17.  Pour water in a cooking pot and set it over a fire.

18.  Try to get along and live peacefully with each other.

19.  Can you catch a sea monster by using a fishhook?

20.  Where is the home of light, and where does darkness live?

21.  Here is a list of the priests who worked on the wall.

22.  Take off your sandals—the ground where you are standing is holy.

23.  Joseph brought the boys to him, and he hugged and kissed them.

24.  When the brothers started emptying their sacks of grain, they found 
their moneybags in them.

25.  Before horses are ridden into battle, they paw at the ground, proud of 
their strength.

26.  There was once a cedar tree in Lebanon with large, strong branches 
reaching to the sky.

27.  The man measured the wall of the temple, and it was ten feet thick.

28.  The servant had brought along an expensive ring and two large gold 
bracelets.

29.  To the people, the Lord's glory looked like a blazing fire on top of the 
mountain.

30.  While he was still praying, a beautiful unmarried young woman came by 
with a water jug on her shoulder.



 PRE-EVALUATION    TUTOR WORKSHEET 

SENTENCES TO READ

Date: _________________

Student's Name: __________________________    Score: ________
_________________________________________________________

1.  I want to see!  (Mark 10:51)

2.  A man had two sons.  (Luke 15:11)

3.  Why are you so good to me?  (Ruth 2:10)

4.  Where did you work today?  (Ruth 2:19)

5.  Please let me buy a piece of land.  (Genesis 23:2)

6.  Please let me have a drink of water.  (Genesis 24:17)

7.  I don't have any silver or gold!  (Acts 3:6)

8.  We each must carry our own load.  (Galatians 6:5)

9.  I will look for my sheep and take care of them myself.  (Ezekiel 34:11)

10.  The king asked, “What do you want me to do?”  (Nehemiah 2:4)

11.  Come to my home each day and listen to me.  (Proverbs 8:34)

12.  Don't follow anyone like that or do what they do.  (Proverbs 1:15)

13.  If you follow me, you will live a long time.  (Proverbs 9:11)

14.  I know I will live to see how kind you are.  (Psalm 27:14)

15.  We have a place where you and your men can stay.  (Genesis 24:25)

16.  The only animal I took was the donkey I rode on.  (Nehemiah 2:12)

17.  Pour water in a cooking pot and set it over a fire.  (Ezekiel 24:3)



18.  Try to get along and live peacefully with each other.  (2 Corinthians 
13:11)

19.  Can you catch a sea monster by using a fishhook?  (Job 41:1)

20.  Where is the home of light, and where does darkness live?  (Exodus 
12:35)

21.  Here is a list of the priests who worked on the wall.  (Job 38:19)

22.  Take off your sandals—the ground where you are standing is holy. 
(Nehemiah 3:22)

23.  Joseph brought the boys to him, and he hugged and kissed them. 
(Exodus 3:5)

24.  When the brothers started emptying their sacks of grain, they found 
their moneybags in them.  (Genesis 48:10)

25.  Before horses are ridden into battle, they paw at the ground, proud of 
their strength.  (Genesis 42:35)

26.  There was once a cedar tree in Lebanon with large, strong branches 
reaching to the sky.  (Job 39:21)

27.  The man measured the wall of the temple, and it was ten feet thick. 
(Ezekiel 31:3)

28.  The servant had brought along an expensive ring and two large gold 
bracelets.  (Ezekiel 41:5)

29.  To the people, the Lord's glory looked like a blazing fire on top of the 
mountain.  (Genesis 24:22)

30.  While he was still praying, a beautiful unmarried young woman came by 
with a water jug on her shoulder.  (Genesis 24:15)



Teaching Notes

1.  Provide a “Journal” (a folder with pockets) and a “Dictionary” (a note pad for 
new words) for each student which they will personalize during the first several 
lessons.  The students will take these records of their work home with them at the 
end of the tutoring sessions.

2.  Make a “Tutor's Journal” for yourself, too.  In it, keep notes relating to your 
students, progress reports, and things they make and give to you (don't be 
surprised if they show their appreciation of the time you are taking with them in 
this way).

3.  Following is the format for the lessons in this manual.  The composition of every 
tutor's classroom is different and adjustments will need to be made for time 
constraints, etc.; however, if cuts in the lesson materials are necessary, it's best 
to make them in the area of worksheet activities rather than in reading or phonics 
instruction.

     a.  Welcome your students; give them a few minutes to unwind and settle down.

     b.  Pre-Reading Strategies:  this includes a craft and teaching the sight words.

     c.  During-Reading Strategies:  the students learn to read the Bible story in 
this segment; pronunciation, meaning of words, and punctuation, etc., are also 
addressed. 

   
     d.  After-Reading Strategies:  phonics and writing activities take place in this 
segment.

     e.  Closing:  always close with prayer.  And remember, the students should leave 
looking forward to the next session!

3.  Be sure to read the Scripture on which the lessons are based before you teach 
them so you're familiar with the complete story and thus confident in your 
teaching and prepared to answer questions the students may ask.
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4.  All four literacy skills (reading, writing, speaking, and listening) are included in 
each lesson.  Some skills may be emphasized more in one lesson than another, but 
all are important, and will be equally emphasized over the course of the lessons.

5.  Everyone has a preferred way of learning, including children;  some learn better 
by listening (auditory learners), some by reading (visual learners), and some by 
writing things down or using their hands in some way (tactile learners).  These 
lessons employ all these various ways of learning.

6.  For most new learners, writing is very important.  It “stands still.”  It doesn't 
require an immediate response.  Some students dislike being put on the spot and 
are uncomfortable initially with the quick give and take of verbal questions and 
answers.  Writing activities give them time to think and use language they might 
not otherwise use.

7.  Watch your students' faces as you teach.  If you see puzzlement, reteach; if 
you see frustration, change your approach, or change the activity; if you see 
enlightenment, praise your student and build on the achievement.

8.  It's important to create a positive learning experience all the time, so some 
basic rules are:  don't teach what the students already know (they'll get bored real 
quick), don't ask them questions about what you haven't taught yet (it puts the 
students on the defensive, makes them feel “dumb,” and they may not come back); 
don't skip around in a sequence to “test” a student (that's sneaky—and a child 
knows a trick when he sees it—and you want the students to trust you).

9.  As a student is reading, remember not to tap out the words; instead, run your 
finger smoothly under the words as he/she reads to encourage fluency in reading.

10.  “Had a turn, gets a turn,” is mentioned in several lessons as a fair way for 
students to have a turn at various times.  That concept is accomplished in the 
following way:  Mark one small plastic tumbler Had a Turn, and another one Gets a 
Turn.  Buy craft (popsicle) sticks from the Dollar Store with a star or apple on top. 
Have students write their names on the sticks and decorate them.  During class, 
always have students raise their hand to answer questions.  When they are correct, 
transfer their stick from “Gets a Turn” to “Had a Turn.”  This encourages each
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student to have a turn and keeps learning fun and fair, ensuring the class time 
won't become competitive, which is what the students often experience in school.

11.  If at any time a student asks to take a project, craft, or worksheet home with 
them rather than placing it in their Journal, do not argue; let them do so.  

12.  Teach the students to be resourceful by having several boxes (about shoe box 
size) available in the classroom in which to put leftover craft scraps for later use.

13.  The Activities and Games section of this manual contains suggestions for 
things to make and do when you know you will have a little extra time to fill in a 
session or when you have a special occasion and need a special craft or activity. The 
“Use Your Brain” questions can be used as a dice game or a Had-a-Turn, Gets-a-
Turn game or you can make up your own game using these questions.

14.  It is recommended that you prepare all the sight words for the word wall and 
the student's word clips at the same time and before you begin the tutoring 
sessions.  (It's a good project for one of your ladies' groups.)

15.  The Alphabet and Phonics Book pages are included with the lessons in which 
they are used.  Most of the pages of the book have been changed so (1) the words 
that are not proper nouns are no longer capitalized, (2) the letters a, g, and k are 
now traceable by the students, (3) the word on page 4 (Dd) is changed, and (4) the 
type font is now the same throughout the book.  Tutors will need these changed 
pages, as the lessons are based on them; therefore, the entire Alphabet and 
Phonics Book is on a pdf file that will be included with the lesson volumes when 
they are sent to your Corps.

16.  The “Leading a Child to Jesus” guide which follows is a suggested pattern only. 
Every child's experience in coming to Jesus is unique and different from any other. 
It's often helpful, however, to have a guide on hand to keep you on track as you 
deal with the child's questions and lead them to salvation.
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Leading a Child to Jesus

God's eternal salvation is as simple as

A * B * C

A Admit to God that you are a
sinner and you need Him.

“For all have sinned, and come short
  of the glory of God.”  Romans 3:23

B Believe that Jesus died and rose
again for your sins.

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
  and thou shalt be saved.”  
  Acts 16:31

C Confess Jesus as Lord of your life
to God and to others.

“That if thou shalt confess with thy
  mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 
  believe in thine heart that God 
  hath raised him from the dead, 
  thou shalt be saved.”  Romans 10:9
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John 3:16: “God so loved the world,

God loves every boy and girl, every teenager, and every adult in the 

world.  That means God loves you!

Because God loves you, He did something special for you.

“that He gave His only begotten son,

Every person is a sinner.  Romans 3:23 says, “All have sinned.”  Your sin 

deserves punishment.  That punishment is separation from God forever. 

Jesus, God's Son, died on the cross to take your punishment for you, 

and to forgive your sins.

How can you have your sins forgiven?

“that whosoever believes in Him...

Believing in Jesus is...

1.  believing that Jesus, the Son of God, is the only One Who can 
     take away your sins;
2.  believing that Jesus died and rose again to take the    
     punishment for your sins;
3.  trusting in Jesus as your Savior.

    What will God do for you if you believe in Jesus as your Savior?
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“should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

If you believe in Jesus as your Savior, you will have everlasting life. 

You will not go to Hell when you die.  You will go to Heaven to live with 

Jesus forever.

Everlasting life is a gift from God that no one can ever take away from 

you.

If you want Jesus to be your Savior, believe in Him now.  

You can tell Him in prayer about your decision.

“Dear Lord, I know I have sinned and deserve to be

  punished.  I believe that Jesus loves me and died on

  the cross to take the punishment for my sins.  I now

  trust Jesus as my Savior.  I know that I have ever-

  lasting life.  Amen.”

     - After you have trusted Jesus as your Savior, tell others about it.

     - Read some verses from the Bible every day.

     - Talk to God every day, too.  When you sin, confess it to God and 

He will forgive you.

     - Go to Sunday school and church every Sunday to learn more about 

Jesus.
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Book 13, Lesson 29  

JESUS AND THE DEVIL

Scripture:  Luke 4:1-13  

Spiritual Emphasis:  Jesus showed by example that by obeying God's Word we can 
resist the temptations to show off or take dares that lead to sin. 

Academic Goal:  new sight words; /ae/ sound; syllable emphasis

Pre-Reading Strategies

1.  Distribute the pocket folders that will be the students' “Journal” and explain 
that their completed writing projects will be placed in them as a record of their 
work, to be taken home later.  Also distribute the note pads that will be their 
“Personal Dictionary.”  Tell the students they will be writing words and definitions 
in them.  Have the students put their names on their Journals and Dictionaries and 
decorate the covers with markers and stickers you've brought for that purpose.  

2.  Have the sight words prepared and posted on the word wall.  Teach the words 
to the students from the word wall.  Give them the sight words you've prepared 
for them to put on their word clips.  Review the words again as they put them on 
their word clips.  

Sight words:  city, word, world, worship

During-Reading Strategies

1.  You won't want to picture walk this book with your unchurched students; you will 
need to “set the stage” for them, however.  They will likely have questions about 
the devil's obviously great powers.  Following is one way to lead into the story:

“Just before Jesus chose his helpers and began the work God sent him to earth to 
do, he went out into the desert to fast and pray.  He was there for many, many 
days, and during that time, he didn't eat anything—that's what fasting means.  It 
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was a common practice in Bible times.  The devil came out to the desert to tempt 
Jesus, to try to make him do things that would not be pleasing to God.  The devil is 
a powerful enemy.  He was in Bible times and he is today.  He tries hard to make us 
disobey God.  He wants us to do wrong things, like tell lies and take things that 
don't belong to us and be mean to our friends or our brothers and sisters.  Let's 
read our story and find out if Jesus gave in to the devil and disobeyed God or if he 
did what he knew was right.” 

Read the story to the students as they follow along in their books.  Be prepared to 
answer their questions about the devil and his powers, as they may have no one else 
to ask.  

2.  Have the students make the Bible and Hearts craft.  Before class, print a copy 
of ABS ML L29.1 for each student.  Print it on card stock if you want it more 
stable.  Have the students color the hearts red and cut them out; they can color 
the edges of the Bible yellow (gold) and cut it out.  Then glue the four hearts onto 
the Bible.

As the students work on the project, remind them of how Jesus quoted the sayings 
to the devil that are printed on the hearts from God's Word, the Bible.

Have the students place their completed craft in their Journals.  Do this with all 
future completed crafts and worksheets unless otherwise indicated.

3.  Teaching the Alphabet and Phonics Book.  To teach this phonics lesson, the 
students do not need a copy of the page.

Step A

Hold up page 27 of the revised Alphabet and Phonics Book for the students to see. 
Say, “Remember the page for the letter E, where we saw a picture of the Garden 
of Eden and the first man and woman God created?  Eve was the very first woman. 
This is a picture of the very first man.  Can you tell me his name?  Yes, his name 
was Adam.  We read a story about Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden.  You 
already know the letter that comes first in the word Adam is an A.    
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“But the first sound in Adam isn't the same sound that comes first in angel.  It's
another sound for the letter A.  It's the /ae/ sound.  Let's say it together:  /ae/. 
Good.”

Step B

Say, “Can you think of some other words that have the /ae/ sound as in Adam?”  
Help the students think of words such as:  

cat, can, animal, sat, anchor, bank, –  ABSOLUTELY!

Step C

Say, “Now let's go back to our story and see if we can find some words in it that 
have the /ae/ sound.”  Help the students find the following words:

had (pg 1) at (pg 3) and (pg 15, 28) catch (pg 24)
       

Post-Reading Strategies

1.  Give each student a piece of Practice paper (ABS ML T-3).  Have them write 
down the following sentences: 

This is the desert.
Don't desert your friends.

On your dry erase board, print desert twice.  As you say “This is the desert,” place 
a stress mark over the first syllable of the first desert.  Say, “In every word that 
has more than one syllable, one of the syllables is stressed, or emphasized, more 
than the others.  This makes a difference in how we pronounce our words and often 
makes a difference in the meaning of the word as well.”

As you say “Don't desert your friends,” place the stress mark over the second 
syllable of the second desert you wrote on the dry erase board.  Then have the 
students read the sentences they've written on their sheets of paper and mark 
the words desert with the correct syllable emphasis.
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Have the students write the following sentences on their sheets of paper.  Then
have them read the sentences aloud and mark the words present with the correct 
syllable emphasis.

I love my birthday present.
Please present your story in class.
I was present every day.

2.  Have the students complete worksheet ABS ML L29.2.

Close in prayer.  Pray for God's help to stay strong when we're tempted to give in 
and do things we know aren't right.  

Items Needed for this Volume:  

For this and future lessons, it would be good to have the following teaching 
equipment/supplies on hand:

access to a copier machine and paper cutter
word wall (tri-fold board with Velcro or magnetic white board with magnet strips

or sentence-strip board)
Bible craft sticks
metal rings for word cards markers / crayons / colored pencils
hole punch glue / glue sticks / tape
contact paper (laminate) paper plates
craft foam sheets fabric pieces
card stock wiggle eyes
construction paper glitter
poster board / paper yarn
poster paint an old puzzle
Spangle Mix (you can find this at places like Walmart or Michaels)
Journal and Practice paper (ABS ML T-1 and T-3) for writing and drawing
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Items Needed for this Lesson:

pocket folder for each student
small note pad for each student
card stock
markers and stickers, etc. to decorate Journal and Dictionary covers
Book 13, “Jesus and the Devil” for each student
Practice paper (ABS ML T-3)

Items to Make:  

copies of Bible and hearts craft (ABS ML L29.1)
copies of worksheet (ABS ML L29.2)

After-Lesson Thoughts:
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Name ________________________ Date ___________________

Lesson 13
Jesus and the Devil

Word Bank

worship test jump stone
desert hungry use Scriptures

1.  The devil went to the _____________ to talk to Jesus.

2.  When he told Jesus to turn a _____________ into food, Jesus wouldn't

do it.

3.  Jesus was very _______________, but he still wouldn't do it.

4.  When the devil said, “_______________ me and I will give you power

and glory,” Jesus wouldn't do it.

5.  “The _____________________ say to worship only God,” Jesus said.

6.  When the devil told Jesus to __________ off the top of the tower,

Jesus wouldn't do that either.

7.  Jesus told the devil, “The Scriptures also say not to _________ God.”

8.  The devil saw that it was no _________, and went away.
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Book 14, Lesson 30  (Part 1 of 3)

JESUS HEALS A MAN

Scripture:  Mark 2:1-12

Spiritual Emphasis:  God wants us to have faith in the healing and saving power of 
Jesus.

Academic Goal:  new sight words; letter O and /o/ sound;  sounds of O-W

Pre-Reading Strategies

1.  Make a pasta art craft with your students.  Instructions are on page 30.5. 
(Examples on ABS ML L30.1) 

2.  Have new sight words ready to add to the word wall.  After studying the new 
words with the students, have them add the words (which you've prepared ahead) 
to their word clips.

Sight words:  friend, picked, walk

(You can tell the students that one way to remember how to spell the word friend 
is to remember that a friend is true to the end, and in friend the e comes after 
the i because end is at the end of friend!)

During-Reading Strategies

Note:  The face of Jesus changes in each of the next five books.  If the students  
ask about this, tell them the books are story books and the pictures of the people  
in them are not photographs.  Tell them that Jesus is real.  That the stories about  
him are from the Bible, which is a true account of Jesus and that when he was on  
the earth as a person, he was a Jewish man.  You don't need to dwell on it, but do  
assure them that Jesus does not change.  The Bible tells us that he is the same  
yesterday, today, and forever (Hebrews 13:8).  We can count on him at all times to  
be who he said he is.
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1.  Tell the students that this is a story of one of Jesus' miracles.  Ask them if 
they know what a miracle is.  Tell them it's something only God can do; that Jesus 
is God's Son, and when he was on earth, he performed miracles.

Page through the book together, looking at the pictures.  When you get to page 12, 
mention that in Bible times, houses weren't constructed like they are now, so it 
wasn't very hard to make a hole in the roof as they see the men doing on that page. 

Read the story together.  Tell the students that the reason the teachers on page 
17 weren't happy with what Jesus said to the man who couldn't walk, was that they 
didn't like him claiming to be the Son of God.

2.  Teaching the Alphabet and Phonics Lesson.   You will need copies of page 15 
from the revised Alphabet and Phonics Book for each student.

Step A

Distribute the student copies.  Hold up your copy for the students to see.  Say, 
“This is the letter O.”  Point to the letter O in the upper right hand corner of the 
page.  Say, “Let's say the name together:  O.  Good.  This big letter (pointing to the 
capital letter) is capital O.  And this letter (pointing to the small O) is small O. 
Let's say their names.  Capital O.  Small O.  Good.  They're a lot alike, aren't they? 
The small O is just smaller.  I'm going to trace both Os with my finger to get a 
feel for their shapes, and then I'd like you to do the same thing.”  (Put your 
fingertip on the capital O, saying 'capital O' aloud, and trace its shape, following 
the path you would take if you were printing the letter.  Repeat for the small O, 
saying 'small O' aloud as you trace the letter.)  Say, “Now you try it.  Good.  Now, 
let's make a capital O in the air.”  Draw a big capital O in the air with your index 
finger; encourage the students to do the same.  “And let's make a small O in the 
air.”  Draw a small O (o) in the air with your index finger; encourage the students 
to do the same.  

Say, “O is the name of the letter, and the sound of the letter is the same:  /o/.” 
“Please say it with me:  /o/.  Good.  The sound for capital O and small O is the 
same.  Now let's write the capital O on our sheets of paper (ABS ML T-2).”  Write
a capital O on your dry erase board as the students write on their paper.  “Good.
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Now let's write a small O.”  Write a small O (o) on the board as the students write 
on their paper.  “Good.  Let's do it again; I'll go first, and then you.  Make sure 
your small Os are smaller than your capital Os, and make sure they're nice and 
even.  Great!  Let's do it one more time!”  

Step B

Say, “Let's look at the word at the bottom of the page.”  Point to the word oak. 
“Can you tell me the name of the first letter in this word?”  Point to the O in oak. 
“That's right.  It's an O.  The word is oak.  Read it with me and listen to the first 
sound... Good!  Now, there's an A right after the O, but we don't say that A by 
itself.  This is another time when there is more than one way to spell a sound and in 
this case, the letters O and A together make the /o/ sound for oak.  Let's read 
the word one more time:  oak.  Good.”

Step C

Say, “Can you think of some other words that begin with the sound that oak begins 
with?”  Help the students think of words like:

over, open, obey, orange, own, OKAY!!

Step D

Say, “Now let's go back to our book and see how many words we can find that have 
the /o/ sound in them.”  Help the students find the following:

told, pg 3, 21 hole, pg 9, 12 ropes, pg 11 lowered, pg 13
close, pg 14 go, pg 21 home, pg 21 so, pg 25

Collect the alphabet pages at this time.

Post-Reading Strategies

1.  Have the students look up the word faith in the dictionary.
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faith:  strong, confident belief

Tell the students that having faith in something or someone means that they know 
for sure.  Have them write the word and the definition in their Personal 
Dictionaries.  Have them also write a sentence that uses the concept correctly (not 
necessarily the word faith), such as:

“I know Jesus loves me.”
“My faith will grow as I grow.”

2.  Say, “Let's look at two different sounds the letters O and W make when 
they're together.  Turn in your book to page 7.  Do you see a word on that page 
that has the letters O and W together in it?  Yes, there's the word crowd.  And 
what sound do O and W together make in the word crowd?  That's right:  the same 
sound we make when we stub our toe:  OW!!  Now turn to page 9.  There are two 
words on that page with O and W in them.  What are they?  That's right!  How and 
know.  Do O and W make the same sound in both those words?  No, they don't. 
How has the same sound as crowd, but know does not.  The sound in know is the 
same sound you say when you've just had a bright idea:  OH!!”

“Let's look at a few other O-W words.  Turn to page 13.  Is lowered an OW! or an 
OH! word?  Correct!  It's an OH! word.  And what about down?  OH or OW?  OW! 
is right!  What about on pages 20 and 21?  Do you see any O-W words on those 
pages?  Good!  Show and now.  And the sound in show is what?  That's right!  OH! 
And in now?  Right again!  It's OW!  Very good!”

Close in prayer. Ask God to give us faith to believe that Jesus can help us not to 
do wrong things.
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Items Needed:  

Book 14, “Jesus Heals a Man,” for each student
Journal paper (ABS ML T-1)
card stock or craft foam rounds (5½“ dia.)
yarn
assorted dry pasta

Items to Make:  

copies of Alphabet and Phonics Book page 15

After-Lesson Thoughts:

Instructions for Pasta Art

Materials needed

dry pasta shapes (elbow, spiral, bow, shell, etc.)
card stock or craft foam rounds (5½“ dia.) in bright colors
yarn hole punch
scissors glue

Punch a hole about a quarter inch from the edge of a craft foam round or card 
stock.  Tie a piece of yarn through the hole for a hanger.  

Arrange the pasta shapes to make a design on the circle.  
Glue the pieces into place and let them dry.
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Book 14, Lesson 31   (Part 2 of 3)

JESUS HEALS A MAN

Scripture:  Mark 2:1-12

Spiritual Emphasis:  God wants us to have faith in the healing and saving power of 
Jesus.

Academic Goal:  review sight words; letter L and /l/ sound; long E (E-A)  

Pre-Reading Strategies

1.  Have the students make “The Man Who Couldn't Walk” craft (ABS ML L31.1). 
Have them color the pieces and cut them out.  Younger children may need a little 
help.  Glue the blanket onto the bed only on the two edges, as shown, so the man 
can slide in and out of the bed.

2.  Review all the sight words on the word wall, which are:  

city, word, world, worship, friend, picked, walk

During-Reading Strategies

1.  Read the story together.  Then have one or two students tell the story in their 
own words. 

2.  Teaching the Alphabet and Phonics Lesson.   You will need copies of page 12 
from the revised Alphabet and Phonics Book for each student.

Step A

Distribute the student copies.  Hold up your copy for the students to see.  Say, 
“This is the letter L.”  Point to the letter L in the upper right hand corner of the 
page.  Say, “Let's say the name together:  L.  Good.  This big letter (pointing to the 
capital letter) is capital L.  And this letter (pointing to the small L) is small L.  Let's 
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say their names.  Capital L.  Small L.  Good.  I'm going to trace both Ls with my 
finger to get a feel for their shapes, and then I'd like you to do the same thing.” 
(Put your fingertip on the capital L, saying 'capital L' aloud, and trace its shape, 
following the path you would take if you were printing the letter.  Repeat for the 
small L, saying 'small L' aloud as you trace the letter.)  Say, “Now you try it.  Good. 
Now, let's make a capital L in the air.”  Draw a big capital L in the air with your 
index finger; encourage the students to do the same.  “And let's make a small L in 
the air.”  Draw a smaller L in the air with your index finger; encourage the students 
to do the same.  

Say, “L is the name of the letter; the sound of the letter is /l/.”   “Please say it 
with me:  /l/.  Good.  And again:  /l/.  Great!  The sound for capital L and small L is 
the same.

“Now let's write the capital L on our sheets of paper (ABS ML T-1).”  Write a 
capital L on your dry erase board as the students write on their paper.  “Good. 
Now let's write a small L.”  Write a small L (l) on the board as the students write 
on their paper.  “Good.  Let's do it again; I'll go first, and then you.  Great!  Let's 
do it one more time!”  

Step B

Say, “Now let's look at the word at the bottom of the page.”  Point to the word 
lake.  “Can you tell me the name of the first letter in this word?”  Point to the L in 
lake.  “That's right.  It's an L.  The word is lake.  Read it with me and listen to the 
first sound... Good!  Do you notice there's a silent E at the end of the word lake? 
And that makes the A sound long, doesn't it?  /l/ /a/ /k/  lake.   Let's read the 
word one more time:  lake.  Good.”

Step C

Say, “Can you think of some other words that begin with the sound that lake begins 
with?”  Help the students think of words like:

look, laugh, long, like, lucky, lizard, letter —  “three-two-one-LIFTOFF!!!”
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Step D

Say, “Now let's go back to our book and see how many words we can find that have 
the /l/ sound in them.”  Help the students find the following:

pg 3:  told, healed, people pg 14:  close
pg 4:  will, help pg 16:  pleased
pg 9:  hole pg 17:  like, all
pg 13:  lowered pg 18:  looked

Reminder:  We don't pronounce the L in walk, couldn't, could, walked, and walking

Collect the alphabet pages at this time.

3.  Have the students look up the word heal in the dictionary.  

heal:  to restore to health (to make well again)  

Have the students write the word and the definition in their Personal Dictionaries 
and have them draw a small picture of the happy man standing with his rolled-up 
mat after Jesus healed him.

Post-Reading Strategies

1.  Have the students complete worksheet ABS ML L31.2.

2.  Help the students find all the words in the story with the long E sound spelled 
with E-A and write them down on the piece of Journal paper they used to practice 
writing small and capital Ls:

healed, pg 3 underneath, pg 11 pleased, pg 16
teachers, pg 17

Ask the students to think of other words to add to that list, such as: 

sea, meat, beach, speak, treat, repeat  –  SQUEAK!!
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Have the students choose two words from their list and write two sentences using 
those words.  Do this exercise with them and read your sentences first so they get 
the “teamwork” feel.

Close in prayer. Thank God for our good health and for His constant care of us. 

Items Needed:  

Book 14, “Jesus Heals a Man” for each student
copies of Alphabet and Phonics Book page 12
Journal paper (ABS ML T-1)

Items to Make:  

copies of craft pattern ABS ML L31.1
copies of worksheet ABS ML L31.2 

After-Lesson Thoughts:
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Name __________________________ Date ______________

Lesson 31
Jesus Heals a Man 

Word Bank

mat healed roof forgiven
friend take amazed Praise
home picked

1.  There were some men who had a _____________ who could not walk.

2.  Their friend had to stay on a _________ all the time.

3.  One day, someone told the men that Jesus _____________ people.

4.  “We will __________ our friend to Jesus,” they said.

5.  They had to cut a hole in the _________ and lower their friend down so 

he could get close to Jesus.

6.  Jesus told the man that his sins were ________________.

7.  “You can get up,” Jesus said to him.  “You can go __________ now.”

8.  The man got up, ____________ up his mat, and went away!

9.  All the people were ____________, and they said, “___________ God!”
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Book 14, Lesson 32  (Part 3 of 3)

JESUS HEALS A MAN

Scripture:  Mark 2:1-12

Spiritual Emphasis:  God wants us to have faith in the healing and saving power of 
Jesus.

Academic Goal:  syllables; long E sound; punctuation   

Pre-Reading Strategies

1.  Make a “thank you” card.  Have the students fold a white piece of card stock or 
construction paper in half.  Have them write “Thank You!” in the middle with a 
colored marker.  Using water colors, have them make a design on the front of the 
card, either by dropping small dots of different colors of paint or by swirling the 
colors.  See example on ABS ML L32.1.  After the design has dried (later in the 
session), have the students write a thank you message on the inside of the card to 
a family member or friend they would like to thank for something they've done for 
them.  Have them take this craft home with them to give to the person for whom 
they made it.

2.  Review the sight words on the word wall by asking the students to read the 
words and show how many syllables are in each one by clapping as they say them:

  city (2), word (1), world (1), worship (2), friend (1), picked (1), walk (1)

During-Reading Strategies

1.  Have the students take turns reading a page or two of the story.  Then lead a 
discussion about what might have transpired when the man who was healed walked 
into his home with his mat rolled up under his arm.  Have the students discuss what 
the man's family and neighbors might have said and done.  
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2.  Turn to page 3 of the story and ask the students if they remember what the 
three dots following the word people mean (to slow down).  Have one of the 
students read page three and the following page, demonstrating this.  

Turn to page 9.  Call on one of the students to identify the question mark and the 
exclamation mark; then have them read the page, emphasizing those punctuations.

Turn to page 18.  See if any of the students remembers that the word is is in 
“italics” and what that means (more emphasis).  Have one of them read the page, 
showing the emphasis.

Post-Reading Strategies

1.  Remind the students of the words they looked for in the story that had the long 
E sound spelled with E-A.  Give the students a piece of Journal paper (ABS ML T-1)
and tell them they will be making a chart of the different ways to spell the long E 
sound.  Tell them that a chart helps us see information clearly and remember it 
more easily.  On the blank (top) part of the paper, have the students write “Long E 
Chart” and then make five columns headed by E, EE, EA, EO, and Y.  Have them look 
in the story for the words with the long E sound and write them in the correct 
column.

Long E Chart

E EE EA EO         Y

      these               see healed         people         somebody         
      Jesus seen underneath             happy
      maybe pleased                  everybody
      he teachers             anything
      even
      we

2.  Tell the students that although there was no television or radio news coverage 
in Bible times, and not even any newspapers to read, we can imagine that if there 
had been, this story would certainly have made the front page.  
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Say, “Let's write a news story together about what happened that day when Jesus 
healed the man who couldn't walk.”  Appoint one of the students to play the part of 
a reporter, another student to be the man who was healed, another to be one of 
the friends who took him to Jesus, another to be one of his parents, and so on until 
all the students have a part.  Then have the “reporter” interview the players. 
Write the questions and answers down and, based on those and the students' 
knowledge of the story, work with them to write a brief newspaper story.  Begin 
with a headline for the story such as, “Local Man Healed!”  Remind the students 
that news articles are based on facts—the who, what, when, where, and how of 
what happened.  When the story is finished, have one of the students (or you) read 
it aloud.

3.  Have the students complete the worksheet ABS ML L32.2.

Close in prayer. Thank God for our friends and ask Him to help us be kind to 
them.

Items Needed:  

Book 14, “Jesus Heals a Man,” for each student
white card stock or construction paper
water colors and brushes
colored markers

Items to Make:  

copies of worksheet (ABS ML L32.2) 

After-Lesson Thoughts:
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Name __________________________ Date ________________

Lesson 32
Jesus Heals a Man 

Answer each question on the blank line in as compete a sentence as you can.
You may use your book to search for the answers if you do not know them.

1.  What was wrong with the friend in the story?

_________________________________________________________

2.  Who did the men take their friend to see?

_________________________________________________________

3.  What did Jesus say to the sick man lying on the mat?

_________________________________________________________

4.  What did Jesus say to the teachers who were watching?

_________________________________________________________

5.  What did the man do after Jesus told him his sins were forgiven?

_________________________________________________________

6.  What did the people say when they saw this happen?

_________________________________________________________
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Book 15, Lesson 33  (Part 1 of 3)

JESUS AND THE STORM

Scripture:  Mark 4:1, 35-41

Spiritual Emphasis:  To their amazement, Jesus performs another miracle before 
the disciples' eyes.  Jesus is not only the calmer of the wind and the waves of a 
stormy sea, he is also a friend, a protector, and a comforter to those who trust 
him as their Savior.

Academic Goal:  new sight words; letter G and /g/ sound; rhyming word family

Pre-Reading Strategies

1.  Have the students make a wind sock (ABS ML L33.1).  Instructions are on page 
33.5.

2.  Teach the sight words which you've prepared for the word wall and the student 
word clips.

Sight words:  been, ready, says, why

During-Reading Strategies

Note:  The next several books alternate between the the words “disciples” and  
“helpers” when referring to Jesus' disciples.  Make sure the students know that  
there weren't two separate groups, that in these books, “disciples” and “helpers”  
mean the same thing.  

1.  Do a picture walk, then read the story together.   

After reading the last page, say, “There are two types of fear.  One is fear for 
your life, which was the helpers' (disciples') first fear when they thought they 
would drown.  The second time they were afraid was when they realized how 
powerful Jesus was—He's even more powerful than the devil!  The Bible tells us in 
Mark 4:41 that after Jesus calmed the storm, the disciples said, 'Who is this man 
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that even the wind and the waves obey  him?'  They were amazed and astonished 
and fearful at such great power.”

(The Bible does not say that the disciples were still fearful; rather they were  
exhibiting the second kind of fear after witnessing the miracle.)

2.  Teaching the Alphabet and Phonics Lesson.   You will need copies of page 7 
from the revised Alphabet and Phonics Book for each student.

Distribute the student copies.  Hold up your copy for the students to see.  Say, 
“This is the letter G.”  Point to the letter G in the upper right hand corner of the 
page.  Say, “Let's say the name together:  G.  Good.  This big letter (pointing to the 
capital letter) is capital G.  And this letter (pointing to the small G) is small G. 
Let's say their names.  Capital G.  Small G.  Good.  I'm going to trace both Gs with 
my finger to get a feel for their shapes, and then I'd like you to do the same 
thing.”  (Put your fingertip on the capital G, saying 'capital G' aloud as you trace its 
shape, following the path you would take if you were printing the letter.  Repeat 
for the small G, saying 'small G' aloud as you trace the letter.)  Say, “Now you try 
it.  Good.  Now, let's make a capital G in the air.”  Draw a big capital G in the air 
with your index finger; encourage the students to do the same.  “And let's make a 
small G in the air.”  Draw a small G (g) in the air with your index finger, encouraging 
the students to do the same.  

Say, “G is the name of the letter; the sound of the letter is /g/.  (Be sure to say  
only the /g/ sound, not /guh/.)   Please say it with me:  /g/.  Good.  And again:  /g/. 
Great!  The sound for capital G and small G is the same.”

“Now let's write the capital G on our sheets of paper (ABS ML T-1).”  Write a 
capital G on your dry erase board as the students write on their paper.  “Good. 
And let's write a small G.”  Write a small G (g) on the board as the students write 
on their paper.  “Good.  Let's do it again; I'll go first, and then you.  Great!  Let's 
do it one more time!”  

Step B

Say, “Let's look at the word at the bottom of the page.”  Point to the word girl.  
“Can you tell me the name of the first letter in this word?”  Point to the G in girl.
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“That's right.  It's a G.  The word is girl.  Read it with me and listen to the first
sound... Good!  Let's read the word one more time:  girl.  Very good.”

Step C

Say, “Can you think of some other words that begin with the sound that girl begins 
with?”  Help the students think of words such as:

games, garden, gecko, gold, gift, give, goat, grape, grow, GRAND SLAM!!

Step D

Say, “Now let's go back to our book and see how many words we can find that begin 
with the /g/ sound.”  Help the students find the following words:

getting (pg 3) go (pg 4) got (pgs 5, 12, 15, 23)
going (pg 22)

Collect the alphabet pages at this time.

3.  Give the students a sheet of Practice paper (ABS ML T-3) and have them write 
these words across the top of it:  

day (pg 1) lake (pg2) late (pg3) 

Help them find these words in their books.  Then ask them to think of other words 
that rhyme with these words, beginning with day, and write them in columns on 
their paper.

day lake late
bay say bake take date grate
hay way cake wake fate skate
jay away fake brake gate slate
lay play make flake hate state 
may pray quake      shake mate
pay sway rake snake rate
ray sake stake crate
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Post-Reading Strategies

Have the students complete the Psalm 56:3 worksheet (ABS ML L33.2).

Close in prayer. Thank God that we can trust Jesus to be our friend and 
protector.

Items Needed:  

Book 15, “Jesus and the Storm,” for each student
copies of page 7 from the Alphabet & Phonics Book
Practice paper (ABS ML T-3)
materials for wind sock craft listed on following page (33.5)

Items to Make:  

copies of worksheet ABS ML L33.2

After-Lesson Thoughts:
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Instructions for Wind Sock Craft

Materials Needed

construction paper
crepe paper, 15” strips in 5 colors
yarn
paper clip
crayons, markers
Spangle Mix
glue
stapler
scissors
ruler
hole punch

1.  Cut a piece of pastel-colored construction paper in half lengthwise, making a 
12” x 4¼” piece.  Decorate one side by making a design with crayons, markers, and 
Spangle Mix.

2.  Turn the decorated piece of construction paper over and glue the five strips of 
pre-cut crepe paper along the bottom edge.

3.  Use a ruler to mark out three evenly spaced dots a half inch down across the 
top edge.  Punch out the dots with a hole punch.

4.  Thread a 10” piece of yarn through each hole and tie a knot to keep it in place.

5.  Bring the two ends of the construction paper piece together to form a circle 
and glue or staple together.

6.  Bring the yarn ends together and tie a large loop or knot.

7.  Open a paper clip to make a hook and slip it into the knot to hang the wind sock. 
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Book 15, Lesson 34  (Part 2 of 3)

JESUS AND THE STORM

Scripture:  Mark 4:1, 35-41

Spiritual Emphasis:  To their amazement, Jesus performs another miracle before 
the disciples' eyes.  Jesus is not only the calmer of the wind and the waves of a 
stormy sea, he is also a friend, a protector, and a comforter to those who trust 
him as their Savior.

Academic Goal:  /uh/ sound; review punctuation

Pre-Reading Strategies

1.  Have the students make the craft-stick puzzle.  (Examples at ABS ML L34.1) 
Give each student eight large craft sticks or 14 small ones.  Have them place them 
tightly side by side, lining the ends up evenly.  Tape the sticks together to keep 
them lined up and number them consecutively (1 to 8 or 1 to 14).  Turn the sticks 
over.  Use a pencil to sketch a picture on the unnumbered side.  Color the picture 
with poster paint or markers.  Let dry.  Remove the tape from the back.  Mix the 
sticks up and they become a puzzle!  (Examples are on ABS ML L34.1)

2.  Ask for volunteers to read all the sight words on the word wall, then read them 
all together as a group. 

During-Reading Strategies

1.  Have the students take turns reading several pages at a time, paying particular 
attention to the punctuation.

2.  Teaching the Alphabet and Phonics Lesson.  You will not need copies of page 
32 for the students.
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Step A

Hold up a copy of page 32 from the revised Alphabet & Phonics Book for the 
students to see.  Say, “This picture shows a family in Bible times having a meal 
together.  The word on this page tells us what meal it is.”  Run your finger under 
the word lunch and say, “This is the word lunch; read it with me, please:  lunch. 
Good.”  Point to the U and say, “The sound we want to study today is the sound the 
U makes in the word lunch.  It's the /uh/ sound.  Say it with me: /uh/.  Good.  Let's 
read the word again:  lunch.  Good.”

Step B

Say, “Can you think of some other words that have the /uh/ sound in them?”  Help 
the students think of words like:  bus, umbrella, up, bug, ugly, under, upset, UGH! 

Say, “The /uh/ sound can sometimes be spelled with other letters besides the U. 
For instance, in the word Adam, the second A has the /uh/ sound.”  (As you say 
this, write Adam on your dry erase board so the students can see what you mean.)

Step C

Say, “Now let's go back to our story and see how many words we can find there 
with this sound.  And remember, the /uh/ sound may be made by other vowels than 
the U.”  Help the students find these words:

of, pgs 7, 18 suddenly, pg 9 was, pg 16, 19, 26
up, pg 16, 19, 20, 23 what, pg 28

Note:  “The” qualifies as an /uh/ word, but since it's used numerous times (16) 
throughout the story, once a student points it out on page 2, don't continue to list 
it.

3.  Have the students look up the words fierce and afraid in the dictionary.  Have 
them write the words and definitions in their Personal Dictionaries.

fierce:  violent, extremely severe
afraid:  filled with fear, frightened
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Give the students a piece of Journal paper (ABS ML T-1) and have them write a 
paragraph about a time when they were afraid and how that situation turned out.  
If they want to, they can draw a picture about it.  Ask for volunteers to read their 
story.  Participate in the exercise with the students and read your story first.

Post-Reading Strategies

Have the students complete worksheet ABS ML L34.2.

Close in prayer.   Ask God to help us trust Him when we're afraid. 

Items Needed:  

Book 15, “Jesus and the Storm,” for each student
Journal paper (ABS ML T-1)
craft sticks
poster paint or markers
paint brushes (if using poster paint)

Items to Make:  

copies of worksheet (ABS ML L34.2) 

After-Lesson Thoughts:
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Name ____________________________ Date _________________

Lesson 34
Jesus and the Storm 

Word Bank

wake here still waves
wind afraid boat drown
teaching storm sleeping helpers

1.  Jesus had been _______________ all day at Lake Galilee, and it was 

getting late.

2.  Jesus and his ______________ decided to go across the lake.

3.  When they were out on the water, a fierce _____________ came up.

4.  The boat started rocking, and the helpers were _____________.

5.  Jesus was not afraid.  He was ______________ at the back of the boat.

6.  The helpers went to him and said, “Teacher, please _________ up!  We

are all going to ______________.”

7.  Jesus got up and went to the side of the ___________.

8.  He spoke to the wind and the _________, telling them to be ________.

9.  The _________ and the waves did what he said and the storm was over.

10.  “I am _______ with you,” Jesus said.  “Why were you afraid?”

                     ABS ML L34.2



Book 15, Lesson 35  (Part 3 of 3)

JESUS AND THE STORM

Scripture:  Mark 4:1, 35-41

Spiritual Emphasis:  To their amazement, Jesus performs another miracle before 
the disciples' eyes.  Jesus is not only the calmer of the wind and the waves of a 
stormy sea, he is also a friend, a protector, and a comforter to those who trust 
him as their Savior.

Academic Goal:  sight word review; suffixes

Pre-Reading Strategies

1.  Have the students make a paper bag hand puppet to be used for acting out the 
story later.  Have the students make faces representing Jesus and his disciples on 
the bottom of white lunch bags, using a variety of materials such as markers, 
crayons, wiggle eyes, yarn for hair, etc.  The rest of the paper bag can be 
decorated as well; for instance, a piece of fabric can be glued on the front to 
represent clothing.  (See example at ABS ML L35.1)

2.  Review all the sight words learned thus far by randomly pointing to them quickly 
for response from the students as a group.

During-Reading Strategies

1.  Read the story through together, then have the students act the story out with 
the puppets they've made.  

2.  Have enough supplies ready for each student to make a paper chain (tape or glue 
and narrow strips of construction paper—approx. 1½ x 8½”).  Have the students 
write plot elements from the story on as many strips as they need, one item to a 
strip.  For example:  “teaching all day,”  “in a boat,”  “Jesus sleeping,”  “big storm,” 
“helpers afraid,”  “woke up Jesus,”  “Jesus stopped the storm” 
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When the students have finished writing the strips, have them put them in the 
right story order and tape or glue them together in a paper chain with the writing 
on the outside of the chain.  Let the students take this craft home so they can tell 
the story to their family.

Post-Reading Strategies

1.  Have the students turn to page 1 in their books and look at the word teaching. 
Say, “We can take the syllable -ing away from teaching and still have a word.” 
Write the word teach on your dry erase board.

Say, “We call a word part such as -ing a suffix because it goes at the end of a 
word.  When we add a word part to the beginning of a word, it's called a prefix. 
Let's look at the rest of our book and see if we can find any more i-n-g suffixes.”

Help the students find the following words and write the root words on your board:
(don't get into a discussion at this time regarding adding or dropping letters)

page 3 getting / get
page 9 blowing / blow   
page 13 rocking / rock
page 15 coming / come
page 16 filling / fill
page 18 sleeping / sleep
page 21 sinking / sink

2.  Have the students complete worksheet ABS ML L35.2.

Close in prayer. Thank God for our country, our homes, and our friends. 
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Items Needed:  

Book 15, “Jesus and the Storm,” for each student
white paper lunch bags
markers, crayons
wiggle eyes
yarn, fabric pieces
construction paper strips
glue or tape

Items to Make:  

copies of worksheet ABS ML L35.2

After-Lesson Thoughts:
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Name _________________________ Date ________________

Lesson 35
Jesus and the Storm 

Words That Rhyme

For each word, think of some words that rhyme with it.  On the blank line 
underneath each word, write one of your rhyming words and a sentence using 
that word.  The first one has been done for you as an example.

1.  lake ____make, take, bake, brake, fake, sake, wake_____

     _______bake  ______My Mom can bake a cake_____  _____________   

2.  back _______________________________________

     ______________________________________________________

3.  sleep _______________________________________

     ______________________________________________________

4.  drown _______________________________________

     ______________________________________________________

5.  still _______________________________________

     ______________________________________________________

6.  sinking _______________________________________

     ______________________________________________________

                    ABS ML L35.2



Book 16, Lesson 36  (Part 1 of 3)

JESUS FEEDS A CROWD

Scripture:  Matthew 14:13-21

Spiritual Emphasis:  This miracle of Jesus shows that he cares about our physical 
well-being.  Even though he was tired and wanted to rest that day, he spent it with 
the crowd, teaching, healing, and feeding the people.

Academic Goal:  new sight words; review of /au/ sound

Pre-Reading Strategies

1.  Have the students make the food collage craft (see the example at ABS ML 
L36.1).  Give each student a paper plate and markers to decorate the rim.  Have 
lots of pages from old magazines that feature cooking and recipes from which they 
can choose favorite foods to cut out and glue to the paper plates.

2.  Teach the sight words which you've prepared for the word wall and the student 
word clips:  

Sight words:  buy, enough

During-Reading Strategies

1.  Do a picture walk.  If the students haven't heard the story before, they will 
assume the disciples got more food somewhere for the people, so they will be 
surprised, upon reading the story, by another miracle.  Read the story to the 
students with lots of expression.  

2.  Teaching the Alphabet and Phonics Lesson.  You will not need copies of page 
39 for the students.

Step A

Hold up a copy of page 39 from the revised Alphabet & Phonics Book for the 
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students to see.  Say, “This is what a small town in Bible times may have looked 
like.”  Point to the word at the bottom of the page.  Say, “This is the word town; 
please read it with me:  town.   Good.  The sound we want to study in the word town 
is the /au/ sound.”  Draw a line under the letters O-W with your finger.  “Say the 
sound with me:  /au/.  That's good!  Actually, we've studied this sound before, 
haven't we?  Let's read the word again:  town.  Very good!” 

Step B

Say, “Can you think of some words that rhyme with the word town?”  Help the 
students think of words like:  tower, shower, house, round, sound, LOUD!

Step C

Say, “Now let's go back to our story and see how many words we can find with this 
sound.”  Help the students find these words:

crowd, pg 3 found, pg 4 out, pg 4 towns, pg 5
down, pg 14 thousand, pg 15, 26

3.  Have the students look up the word disciple in the dictionary.  Webster's says 
“One who believes in and helps disseminate (spread) the teachings of a master.”

Say, “A disciple is someone who believes in and follows a great teacher.  Jesus was 
a great teacher who had many followers, but he chose 12 special disciples to help 
him while he was here on earth doing God's work.  Let's write this in our Personal 
Dictionaries:

disciple:  someone who believes in and follows a great teacher.”

Say, “Did you know you can be a disciple of Jesus?  You can be.  And he would like 
you to be.  If you want to know more about that, you come talk to me after class.” 

Post-Reading Strategies

1.  Have each student choose a number from one to twenty.  Match their number to 
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the corresponding number in the Activities and Games “Use Your Brain” section of 
this manual, and have them answer the question.

2.  Have the students complete worksheet ABS ML L36.2.

Close in prayer.  Thank God for all the wonderful food we have to eat.

Items Needed:  

Book 16, “Jesus Feeds a Crowd,” for each student
paper plates
markers
magazine pages featuring food items

Items to Make:  

copies of worksheet ABS ML L36.2

After-Lesson Thoughts:
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Book 16, Lesson 37  (Part 2 of 3)

JESUS FEEDS A CROWD

Scripture:  Matthew 14:13-21

Spiritual Emphasis:  This miracle of Jesus shows that he cares about our physical 
well-being.  Even though he was tired and wanted to rest that day, he spent it with 
the crowd, teaching, healing, and feeding the people.

Academic Goal:  review all sight words; begin writing an essay 

Pre-Reading Strategies

1.  Have the students complete the fish and loaves craft.  Print ABS ML L37.1-1 
and ABS ML L37.1-2 for each student.  Have them color the loaves and fish and cut 
them out.  Have them color the basket, too, but not cut it out.  Help them cut along 
the dotted line on the basket; then have them fold the top of the paper back, down 
to the bottom of the basket and glue it along the bottom edge of the basket so 
when the fish and loaves are tucked in they don't fall out.

2.  Before class, print a copy of ABS ML L37.2-1 – L37.2-6 on card stock.  Laminate 
for longer wear and cut the pieces out.  (If you have time, color the pieces before 
you laminate and cut them out to make them more attractive.)  Have the students 
review all the sight words by matching the loaves to the fish.  

During-Reading Strategies

1.  Read the story together.  Lead a discussion about what it would have been like 
to be one of the people in the crowd that day.  What would it have been like to be 
one of the people Jesus healed that day?  Would you have been surprised if you 
had been close enough to see the bread and fish keep coming and coming from the 
hands of Jesus? 

2.  Give each of the students a piece of Practice paper (ABS ML T-3).  Say, “We're 
going to practice writing an essay.  An essay is different from a book report 
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because in an essay you get to tell your opinion or your point of view about what you 
read, not just the facts about the story, as you did when you wrote the newspaper 
article about the man Jesus healed, remember?

“We're going to work on this essay in several classes.  Today I'd like you to think 
of a title for your essay and then write down three things you liked or didn't like 
about the story of Jesus feeding the crowd.  You may look at your book while 
you're thinking about what you want to write.”

Note:  The pattern for a standard five-paragraph essay is an introductory  
paragraph, three paragraphs that each make a separate point, and a closing  
paragraph.  For your students, these “paragraphs” would probably be only a  
sentence each.

Leaving the beginning and ending paragraphs for later, help the students write 
three full sentences describing three separate things they liked or didn't like 
about the story.  This is not a group exercise; they each need to be writing their 
own essay.  They may want to wait to choose the title for their essay until after 
they've written their sentences.  When they've finished, have them put their 
papers in their Journals.

Post-Reading Strategies

Have the students complete worksheet ABS ML L37.3.

Close in prayer.  Ask God to help us to be thankful for all we have and for His 
love for us.
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Items Needed:  

Book 16, “Jesus Feeds a Crowd,” for each student
Practice paper (ABS ML T-3)

Items to Make:  

copies of craft sheets ABS ML L37.1-1 and L37.1-2
sight words (ABS ML L37.2-1 – L37.2-6)
copies of worksheet ABS ML L37.3 

After-Lesson Thoughts:
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Name ____________________________ Date __________________

Lesson 37
Jesus Feeds a Crowd

Complete the sentences below using the words in the word bank.

Word Bank

people disciples bread bring
twelve food walked blessed
enough wanted leftovers

1.  A crowd of people had _______________ a long way to see Jesus.

2.  It was getting late, and the people needed some ___________.

3.  The _____________________ told Jesus they had only a little 

_________________ and fish.

4.  Jesus told his disciples to bring the _____________ to him.

5.  He told all the ________________ to sit down on the grass.

6.  He ______________ the food and gave it back to the disciples.

7.  The disciples took the food and gave it to the people, thinking, “It won't

be _______________!”

8.  But they were wrong.  The people had all they ____________ to eat.

9.  When the disciples picked up the _____________, they filled 

__________________ big baskets!

        ABS ML L37.3



Book 16, Lesson 38  (Part 3 of 3)

JESUS FEEDS A CROWD

Scripture:  Matthew 14:13-21

Spiritual Emphasis:  This miracle of Jesus shows that he cares about our physical 
well-being.  Even though he was tired and wanted to rest that day, he spent it with 
the crowd, teaching, healing, and feeding the people.

Academic Goal:  changing ending and beginning sounds to make new words

Pre-Reading Strategies

1.  Have the students make a “Share” bookmark (see examples on ABS ML L38.1). 
Have pre-cut card stock and/or craft foam (some 2 x 6 and some 2½ x 7).  Have 
glitter glue, stickers, and other materials available for the students to use in 
decorating their bookmarks.  Help them write “Share” somewhere on their 
bookmark, punch a hole at the top, and thread a ribbon through it.

2.  Ask for volunteers to read the sight words.  Give everyone a chance to read 
them all.

During-Reading Strategies

1.  Have the students take turns reading pages of the story.  

2.  Give each student a blank piece of paper and a washable marker or a colored 
pencil and tell them you are all going to make a Story Hand.  Have them draw 
around one of their hands and then tell them to write a few words about the things 
that happened in the story beginning on the thumb and on each of the fingers, 
keeping the items in the same order as in the story.  When they've finished 
writing, have the students decorate their Story Hands with markers and/or 
colored pencils and cut them out.  Then have the students pass their story hands 
around so everyone can see them.  Pass yours around as well.
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Post-Reading Strategies

1.  Write the word “tasted” on your dry erase board.  Say, “If we took the first T- 
sound away from this word, would we still have a real word?  No, we wouldn't.  But 
if we put another sound there, in place of the T-sound, we might have a word.  Can 
you think of one that might work?”  Let the students think for a minute; see if 
they come up with P for “pasted” or W for “wasted.”  

Ask them what would happen if the D-sound at the end of “tasted” was removed. 
Say, “Would we still have a real word?  Right!  If we took away the D-sound we'd 
have the word taste.  Good.”  Ask the students if they can think of a sound that 
could go where the D-sound was and make another word.  If they seem confused, 
say, “Would the B-sound work?  No, that would make tasteb, and that's not a real 
word, is it?.  How about the S-sound?  That would make tastes.  That's a real word, 
isn't it?”  (Show all this on the dry erase board as you're going along.)

Follow the same pattern with these words: 

loves moves moved, mover, mower

place space, brace braces, braced

2.  Have the students complete worksheet ABS ML L38.2.  Have them use their 
Story Hands to remind them of the sequence of events in the story.

Close in prayer.  Thank God for all His wonderful blessings to us.
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Items Needed:  

Book 16, “Jesus Feeds a Crowd,” for each student
card stock or craft foam
glitter glue, stickers, etc. for decorating bookmarks
ribbon
blank paper

Items to Make:  

copies of worksheet ABS ML L38.2 

After-Lesson Thoughts:
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Name ______________________________ Date ______________

Lesson 38

In your own words, write the story of Jesus feeding the crowd.

Jesus Feeds a Crowd

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

         ABS ML L38.2



Book 17, Lesson 39  (Part 1 of 3)

JESUS WALKS ON THE WATER

Scripture:  Matthew 14:22-32

Spiritual Emphasis:  This miracle of Jesus walking on the water teaches faith and 
trust in Him.

Academic Goal:  new sight word; /aw/ sound; -ink word family

Pre-Reading Strategies

1.  Have the students make a fish with craft sticks (examples are shown on ABS 
ML L39.1).   Give each student 10 craft sticks, 2 medium-size wiggle eyes, and a 
20-inch length of yarn.  Have them paint the craft sticks and let them dry (you can 
also purchase pre-colored craft sticks if you want to save time).  Lay the sticks in a 
pattern of four down and four across, as shown in the examples, and glue them into 
place.  Glue another stick along the center of the shape on both sides.  Add a 
wiggle eye on both sides also.  Let the glue dry thoroughly before threading the 
yarn through for a hanger. 

2.  There is only one sight word to teach with this lesson.  Have it posted on the 
word wall and available to give to the students to add to their word clips:  

Sight word:  ghost

During-Reading Strategies

1.  Take a picture walk with the students through this book, then read the story to 
them as they follow along.  Say, “This is the fourth story we've read about Jesus 
doing something that seems impossible.  Do you remember the word for that?  The 
word is miracle, remember?  A miracle is something only God or Jesus can do.  The 
miracle in this story is Jesus walking on the water.  I can't do that—can you?  No, 
I didn't think so.  Peter could do it as long as he kept his eyes on Jesus and 
trusted in Him.”
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Say, “Who can remember the miracles of Jesus in the other three stories we 
read?”  Help the students remember (1) Jesus healing the man who couldn't walk, 
(2) Jesus calming the storm, and (3) Jesus feeding the thousands of people with 
just a little bread and fish.

2.  Teaching the Alphabet and Phonics Lesson.  You will not need copies of page 
40 for the students.

Step A

Hold up a copy of page 40 from the revised Alphabet & Phonics Book for the 
students to see.  Say, “What do you see in this picture?  It's probably a father and 
son working together, don't you think?  And what hard work, building a stone wall! 
Let's look at the word on this page.  It's the word wall.  Read it with me:  wall. 
Good!  The sound we want to study in the word wall is the /aw/ sound.”  Point to the 
A.  “Say the sound with me:  /aw/.  That's good!  Let's read the word again:  wall. 
Very good!” 

Step B

Say, “Let's see how many words we can think of that rhyme with the word wall.” 
Help the students think of words like:  

ball, call, fall, hall, mall, stall, small, tall

and write them on your dry erase board as they say them.

Step C

Say, “Now let's go to our story and see how many words we can find with this 
sound.”  Help the students find these words:

all, pgs 1, 3, 26, 28 talking, pg 1
walking, pg 14 water, pg 14, 19, 23
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Post-Reading Strategies

1.  Have the students turn to page 20 in their books and look at the word sinking. 
Tell them that the word sink belongs to the -ink word family and ask them to think 
of some other words that end with -ink, such as:  

blink, clink, drink, link, mink, rink, think, shrink, wink  —  OH! STINK—Y!!

2.  Have the students look at the sentence “They were amazed” on page 26 in their 
books.  Have them look up the word amazed (amaze) in the dictionary.  Have them 
write the word and definition in their Personal Dictionaries.  Have them also draw a 
face of a person who looks amazed next to the definition.

amazed:  to be filled with great surprise or wonder

Ask the students to tell you about a time when they saw something that filled 
them with great surprise or wonder.

Close in prayer. Thank God for the students in your class and ask Him to help 
them pay attention and work hard on their lessons.

Items Needed:  

Book 17, “Jesus Walks on the Water,” for each student
craft sticks wiggle eyes
paint yarn

Items to Make:  

After-Lesson Thoughts:
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Book 17, Lesson 40  (Part 2 of 3)

JESUS WALKS ON THE WATER

Scripture:  Matthew 14:22-32

Spiritual Emphasis:  This miracle of Jesus walking on the water teaches faith and 
trust in Him.

Academic Goal:  time continuum; writing essays

Pre-Reading Strategies

1.  Before class, print a copy of ABS ML L40.1 for each student.  Have them color 
the pictures and cut out the two figures of Peter.  Have them glue these back to 
back.  Help them cut along the dotted line in the water on the big picture.  The two 
faces of Peter show his fright when sinking and his happiness when Jesus helps 
him.  

2.  Review all the sight words on the word wall.

During-Reading Strategies

1.  Read the story to the students.  When you have finished, have the students tell 
the story in their own words, using the craft to show Peter losing faith and sinking, 
then turning the figure as Jesus helps Peter walk on the water again. 

(The students should take this craft home with them so they can tell the story to 
their families.)

2.  Have the students turn to page 1 of the story and tell them you are going to 
look together at the words and phrases that help the reader keep track of when 
things are happening.  

Say, “Can you tell from page 1 how long Jesus had been talking to the crowd?  Yes, 
it says all day he'd been talking to them, so we know it's late afternoon or evening 
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when this story begins.  Let's look at pages 6 through 9 and see what's happening 
as the story goes along.”  Have a student read pages 6 and 7.

Say, “This sentence tells us that while Jesus sent the crowds home, his helpers 
left in the boat.  Which of these things do you think happened first?”  Give a little 
time for answers.  Say, “Actually, they happened at the same time.”  Have another 
student read pages 8 and 9.  Say, “These pages tell us that by the time Jesus went 
to pray, the boat was far out on the lake.”

Have the students turn to page 25 and have one of the students read it.  Say, 
“Which happened first?  Peter and Jesus getting into the boat, or the wind 
stopping?  That's right:  both things happened at the same time.”  

Post-Reading Strategies

1.  Say, “Remember when we talked about writing an essay?  Who remembers what 
an essay is?”  Give time for a few answers.  “It's something you write that tells 
your opinion or feelings about something you've read.  Usually when people need to 
write an essay or short speech they follow a pattern like this:”  (Either have the 
following written down and hold it up for the students to see or show them the top 
part of the ABS ML L40.2 page). 

Essay Pattern

1.  Introduction
2.  First Point
3.  Second Point
4.  Third Point
5.  Conclusion

Tell the students that the introduction sentence can begin with “This was a story 
about...”  And the conclusion can be a sentence telling why they liked the story or 
what they learned from it.  Remind them that the three sentences, or points, in 
the middle of the essay are things they want to tell about that they've read in the 
story.  
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Say, “We're going to write an essay together today as an example of one you'll 
write on your own during the next lesson.”   Using the pattern above, help the 
students collectively write a simple essay about the story, “Jesus Walks on the 
Water.”  Write it down as they come up with the title, intro, points, and conclusion, 
and then read it back to them.

2.  Have the students complete worksheet ABS ML L40.3.

Close in prayer.  

Items Needed:  

Book 17, “Jesus Walks on the Water,” for each student
copy of ABS ML L40.2

Items to Make:  

copies of craft  ABS ML L40.1
copies of worksheet ABS ML L40.3 

After-Lesson Thoughts:
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Essay Pattern

1. Introduction

2. First point

3. Second point

4. Third point

5. Conclusion

Example of an essay:

Jesus, the Son of God

When I read this story about Jesus walking on the water, I was not only 
amazed at the miracle of Jesus actually being able to do that—walk on the water—
but at other things in the story that showed he was the Son of God.

Jesus was very tired after healing people and preaching to them all day.  He 
went to a quiet place to be alone for awhile and pray to his Father, but at some 
point he realized his disciples were in trouble and went immediately to help them.

As he came across the water to the boat, the disciples were frightened, not 
realizing at first that it was Jesus they were seeing.  When Peter saw who it was, 
he wanted to walk on the water toward Jesus; it became a lesson in faith and trust.

When Jesus and Peter got into the boat, once again a storm was stopped.

I like this story because it tells me I can trust Jesus just as Peter did.

                                                                                                                                 ABS ML L40.2



Name __________________________ Date ________________

Lesson 40

Jesus Walks on Water

Finish the sentences by filling in the blanks with words from the word bank.

Word Bank

walking helped scared together
crowds water disciples across
pray sinking strong suddenly

1.  Jesus had been talking to ____________ of people all day at the lake.

2.  His _______________ had helped him.  They were all very tired.

3.  Jesus told them to go back __________ the lake while he stayed there.

4.  After the people went away, Jesus went to ____________.

5.  Soon the disciples were far out on the ____________ in a boat.

6.  The wind was so __________ it was hard to make the boat go forward.

7.  Then _______________ they saw Jesus, ____________ on the water!

8.  Peter wanted to walk on the water too, but he got __________ and

started _____________.

9.  Jesus ___________ Peter get back in the boat, and they all went on

__________________.
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Book 17, Lesson 41   (Part 3 of 3)

JESUS WALKS ON THE WATER

Scripture:  Matthew 14:22-32

Spiritual Emphasis:  This miracle of Jesus walking on the water teaches faith and 
trust in Him.

Academic Goal:  alphabetize sight words; review suffixes; write essay

Pre-Reading Strategies

1.  Have the students work as a team to make a picture on poster board using 
puzzle pieces.  Ahead of time, gather a quantity of puzzle pieces (the smaller the 
better and the brighter the pieces the better).  (A good source of inexpensive 
puzzles is The Salvation Army Thrift Store.)  Have the students think of a simple 
subject for their picture, and draw it on a large piece of poster board.  Have them 
sort the puzzle pieces roughly into color groups and then glue the pieces onto the 
picture.  They can fill in more of a scene with markers or crayons.

2.  Have the students take the sight words off their word clips, put them in 
alphabetical order, and put them back on the word clips (they may need some help).

During-Reading Strategies

1.  Read the story together.  Ask the students what they think is the most 
important thing they can learn from this story.  If they're not too sure, have them 
read page 26 again.

2.  Remind the students that when we add a word part to the end of a word it's 
called a suffix, when we add a word part to the beginning of a word it's called a 
prefix.  Have them turn to page 1 and ask them if they see a word on it that has a 
suffix.  When they identify talking, write it and the root word talk on your dry 
erase board.  Help them find the other -ing words in the story and write them 
down also: 
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pg 10, going / go
pg 14, walking / walk
Pg 20, sinking / sink

Post-Reading Strategies

1.  Remind the students of the essay you wrote together during the last lesson. 
Tell them they'll be writing their own essay today.  Give each one a piece of 
Practice paper (ABS ML T-3)  Following the pattern you used for the last essay, 
have each student write an essay about what they liked or didn't like about the 
story, “Jesus Walks on the Water.”

2.  Have the students complete worksheet ABS ML L41.2.

Close in prayer. Thank God for the beautiful day. 

Items Needed:  

Book 17, “Jesus Walks on the Water,” for each student
Practice paper (ABS ML T-3)
poster board
puzzle pieces

Items to Make:  

copies of worksheet ABS ML L41.2 

After-Lesson Thoughts:
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Name _____________________________  Date ________________

Lesson 41

Jesus Walks on the Water

These sentences tell a story but they're all mixed up!  Fix the story by 
writing the sentences in the right order on the blank lines.

    “Come on, then!” Jesus said to Peter.

    Suddenly, the men saw Jesus walking on the water.

    “If you are Jesus,” Peter yelled, “tell me to come to you on the water!”

    Then Jesus said, “Peter, where is your faith?  Why did you get scared?”

    Peter tried, but he was too scared; he quickly started sinking.

    Jesus helped Peter get back into the boat.

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

                                                                                                                              ABS ML L41.2



Book 18, Lesson 42

JESUS IN THE TEMPLE

Scripture:  John 2:13-22    The temple in Jerusalem, like our churches today, was 
meant to be a place to worship God, but it had become a place of business, with 
people selling animals and changing money.  When Jesus saw that, he became angry. 
Without hurting anyone, he drove out the animals and the men selling them, thus 
cleaning out the temple and restoring it to its rightful purpose.

Spiritual Emphasis:  When we see something going on that is wrong and it makes us 
angry, we must make sure we do not do something in our anger that is also wrong, 
but find a way, like Jesus did, to make things right. 

Academic Goal:  new sight words; letter X and sound /ks/; syllables

Pre-Reading Strategies

Note:  The craft for this lesson won't make sense to the students until they've 
read the story, so it's suggested that the order of this lesson be changed as 
noted.

1.  Teach the sight words which you've prepared for the word wall and the student 
word clips.

Sight words:  coins, hurt, tear, turn

2.   Give each student a bingo sheet (ABS ML T-2).  Have them write the following 
sight words randomly in the spaces on the sheet.  Don't let them copy each other 
or they'll all bingo at once.

city, world, worship, friend, picked, walk, ready, 
buy, enough, ghost, coins, hurt, tear, says, why

After the students have filled in their bingo sheets, play bingo by calling out the 
sight words and having the students cross off the words on their sheets.  The 
game is finished when a student “bingo's” three across or five down.  If you want 
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the game to go more than one round, use markers, such as a coin or an actual bingo 
token, to place over the words as they're called.

During-Reading Strategies

1.  You will need to prepare your students for this story.  Some of them will have 
seen the expressions of anger shown on Jesus' face in this story on faces in their 
homes and may be disturbed by them.  Pages 7 and 9 especially may evoke bad 
memories.  Expect more statements than questions with this story, i.e., “That's 
how my mom's boyfriend looks when he's mad.”

Read the story to the students as they follow along in their books.  After you've 
finished reading it, go back to page 21 and say, “What these men wanted to know  
is what gave Jesus the right to do what he did.  And Jesus answered like he 
sometimes did—not directly—more like a riddle.  He said something that confused 
them even more.  When he said 'if you tear down this temple,' they thought he 
meant the temple (God's house) they were standing in.  But he meant his body, 
which he knew they would one day kill, but that in three days he would be alive 
again.  The Bible calls our bodies temples (I Cor. 3:16, Know ye not that ye are the  
temple of God?).  At the time Jesus said these things, nobody understood him, but 
later they did, when the things he was talking about happened.” 

2.  Have the students complete the temple craft (ABS ML L42.1).  Print a copy for 
each student before class.  Have them color the pictures and cut out the pull-
through strip and the pillar picture.  Help them cut slits along the pillars where 
indicated so the picture strip can be pulled through.  Have the students take this 
craft home so they can tell the story to their families.

3.  Teaching the Alphabet and Phonics Lesson.   You will need copies of page 24 
of the revised Alphabet and Phonics Book for each student.

Step A

Distribute the student copies.  Hold up your copy for the students to see.  Say, 
“This is the letter X.”  Point to the letter X in the upper right hand corner of the 
page.  Say, “Let's say the name together:  X.  Good.  This big letter (pointing to the 
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capital letter) is capital X.  And this letter (pointing to the small X) is small X. 
Let's say their names.  Capital X.  Small X.  Good.  They're a lot alike, aren't they? 
The small X is just half the size of the capital X.  I'm going to trace both Xs with 
my finger to get a feel for their shapes, and then I'd like you to do the same thing. 
(Put your fingertip on the capital X, saying 'capital X' aloud, and trace its shape, 
following the path you would take if you were printing the letter.  Repeat for the 
small X, saying 'small X' aloud as you trace the letter.)  Say, “Now you try it.  Good. 
Now, let's make a capital X in the air.”  Draw a big capital X in the air with your 
index finger; encourage the students to do the same.  “And let's make a small X in 
the air.”  Draw a small X (x) in the air with your index finger; encourage the 
students to do the same.  

Say, “X is the name of the letter; the sound of the letter is the sound you get 
when you say K and S together:  /ks/.  Please say the sound with me:  /ks/.  Good. 
The sound for capital X and small X is the same.”

“Now let's write the capital X on our sheets of paper (ABS ML T-1).”  Write a 
capital X on your dry erase board as the students write on their paper.  “Good. 
Now let's write a small X.”  Write a small X (x) on the board as the students write 
on their paper.  “Good.  Let's do it again; I'll go first, and then you.  Great!  Let's 
do it one more time!”  

Step B

Say, “Now let's look at the word at the bottom of the page.”  Point to the word ox. 
“This word is different from the other words we've read.  The letter we've been 
studying is at the end of the word instead of the beginning.  The word is ox.  Read 
it with me:  ox.  Good!  In Bible times, people used an ox like this one to pull wagons 
and plant crops in the field.  Let's read the word once more:  ox.  Good!” 

Step C

Say, “Can you think of some words that end with the sound ox?”  Help the students 
think of words such as:

box, docks, fox, locks, socks, rocks, flocks  
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Step D

Say, “Let's go back to our story and see if there are any words in it that have 
the /ks/ sound.”  Help the students find the following:

oxen, pgs 3, 9, 11 forty-six, pg 24

Collect the alphabet pages at this time.

3.  Give the students a piece of Practice paper (ABS ML T-3).  Have them take 
turns finding two-syllable words in the story and writing them on the paper; then 
say, “There are three four-syllable words and one three-syllable word in the story
—let's see who can find them first.”

two syllables three syllables four syllables
tem/ple un/der/stood Je/ru/sa/lem
ox/en mon/ey/chan/gers
ta/bles an/y/bod/y
fly/ing

Have the students write all the words in columns as above.  (The words in the first 
column are examples; the students will find their own two-syllable words.)  Have 
them say the words and clap out the syllables.

Post-Reading Strategies

Have the students complete worksheet ABS ML L42.2.

Close in prayer.  Ask God to help us control our anger and not to act in a way that 
isn't pleasing to Him even when we see things that are wrong.
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Items Needed:  

Book 18, “Jesus in the Temple,” for each student
copies of Alphabet and Phonics Book page 24
Bingo sheet (ABS ML T-2)
Practice paper (ABS ML T-3)

Items to Make:  

copies of craft pattern ABS ML L42.1
copies of worksheet ABS ML L42.2 

After-Lesson Thoughts:
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Name ___________________________ Date _______________

Lesson 42

Jesus in the Temple

True or False?

Here are some sentences about the story.  Some of them are true and some 
are not.  Under each sentence, draw a circle around “True” if it is true. 
Draw a circle around “False” if it is not true.

1.  Jesus found people selling animals in the temple at Jerusalem.

TRUE FALSE

2.  Jesus was very happy.

TRUE FALSE

3.  Jesus took some strong reeds and made them into a whip.

TRUE FALSE

4.  He turned over the tables of the soldiers and scattered their swords.

TRUE FALSE

5.  He chased away the moneychangers who were working in the temple.

TRUE FALSE

6.  He chased away the tigers and the snakes, too.

TRUE FALSE

7.  “Don't turn my Father's house into a store!” Jesus said.

TRUE FALSE

        ABS ML L42.2



Final Session       

Instructions for Administering
the Reading Skills Post-Evaluation

For the post-evaluation, you will need a copy of the Sentences-to-Read Student 
Post-Evaluation and Sentences-to-Read Tutor Post-Evaluation Worksheets.

Note:  Again, it's a good idea to laminate the student's worksheet, as you'll be 
using it many times and it will wear better if it's covered.  Your Tutor's Worksheet 
needs to be writable to record the student's information.

1.  Welcome the student and make him or her comfortable.

2.  Fill in the date and the student's full name on the Tutor's Worksheet.  This 
sheet will be kept on file.

3.  Hand the student a copy of the Sentences-to-Read Post-Evaluation Worksheet 
and say, “This is an exercise to help us see how much progress you've made during 
our reading sessions.  I'd like you to read the sentences on the page out loud, 
please, beginning with number one and reading as many as you can.  Don't worry 
about the sentences not going together to make a story—they're not supposed to.”

4.  Ask the student, “Do you have any questions?”  Answer any questions, then say, 
“Alright, let's begin with sentence number one.”

5.  As the student reads the sentences aloud, circle the number on your Tutor's 
Worksheet beside each sentence he or she can read easily.

6.  When the student comes to a sentence he or she cannot read easily, say, 
“That's fine, you can stop reading now.”

7.  Write the student's score (the number of the last sentence easily read) on your 
worksheet.

8.  Ask the student to return the Student Worksheet; tell him or her the 
evaluation is over and thank the student.

9.   Once all the students have been evaluated, transfer the results for each 
student to the Student Evaluation Report Form ABS ML-2.



 POST-EVALUATION STUDENT WORKSHEET 

SENTENCES TO READ

1.  We will come back.

2.  Do you see these stones?

3.  You will soon be set free.

4.  This rock will be your house.

5.  Why did you do this to me?

6.  I want to ask you a question.

7.  Please tell me who your father is.

8.  All of the sick people were healed.

9.  You will look for me but you won't find me.

10.  We don't want this man to be our king.

11.  He took her by the hand and helped her to her feet.

12.  Please come with me as quickly as you can!

13.  The man jumped up and started walking around.

14.  You are a hard man, and I was afraid of you.

15.  I came to do what the Father wants me to do.



16.  My work has always kept me from coming to see you.

17.  He saw an angel from God coming to him and calling him by name.

18.  They waved their clothes around and threw dust into the air.

19.  Night is almost over, and day will soon appear.

20.  Look at the sky and see if you can count the stars.

21.  Friends, if you have anything to say that will help the people, please say 
it.

22.  While they were eating, he stood near them under the trees.

23.  When he got there, he let the camels rest near the well outside the 
city.

24.  It was late afternoon, the time when the women came out for water.

25.  Then he set up camp, and his servants started digging a well.

26.  That evening, a lot of quails came and landed everywhere in camp.

27.  On the morning of the third day, there was thunder and lightening. 

28.  When the meat was done, he put it in a basket and poured the broth 
into a clay cooking pot.

29.  Even though what you did was wrong, you don't need to be afraid.

30.  They had gone to their Egyptian neighbors and asked for gold and silver 
and for clothes.



 Post-Evaluation Tutor Worksheet

SENTENCES TO READ

Date: _________________

Student's Name: __________________________    Score: ________
_________________________________________________________

1.  We will come back. (Genesis 22:5)

2.  Do you see these stones?  (Luke 21:6)

3.  You will soon be set free.  (Luke 21:28)

4.  This rock will be your house.  (Genesis 28:22)

5.  Why did you do this to me?  (Genesis 29:25)

6.  I want to ask you a question.  (Luke 20:3)

7.  Please tell me who your father is.  (Genesis 24:23)

8.  All of the sick people were healed.  (Acts 19:11)

9.  You will look for me, but you won't find me.  (John 7:34)

10.  We don't want this man to be our king.  (Luke 19:14)

11.  He took her by the hand and helped her to her feet.  (Acts 9:41)

12.  Please come with us as quickly as you can!  (Acts 9:38)

13.  The man jumped up and started walking around.  (Acts 14:10)

14.  You are a hard man, and I was afraid of you.  (Luke 19:21)

15.  I came to do what the Father wants me to do.  (John 6:38)

16.  My work has always kept me from coming to see you.  (Romans 15:22)

17.  He saw an angel from God coming to him and calling him by name.  (Acts 



10:3)

18.  They waved their clothes around and threw dust into the air.  (Acts 
22:23)

19.  Night is almost over, and day will soon appear.  (Romans 13:12)

20.  Look at the sky and see if you can count the stars.  (Genesis 15:5)

21.  Friends, if you have anything to say that will help the people, please say 
it.  (Acts 13:15)

22.  While they were eating, he stood near them under the trees.  (Genesis 
18:8)

23.  When he got there, he let the camels rest near the well outside the 
city.  (Genesis 24:11a)

24.  It was late afternoon, the time when the women came out for water. 
(Genesis 24:11b)

25.  Then he set up camp, and his servants started digging a well.  (Genesis 
26:25)

26.  That evening a lot of quails came and landed everywhere in the camp. 
(Exodus 16:13)

27.  On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning. 
(Exodus 19:16)

28.  When the meat was done, he put it in a basket and poured the broth 
into a clay cooking pot.  (Judges 6:19)

29.  Even though what you did was wrong, you don't need to be afraid.  (1 
Samuel 12:20)

30.  They had gone to their Egyptian neighbors and asked for gold and silver 
and for clothes.  (Exodus 24:17-18)



Activities and Games

1.  Make a “Handy” Bean Bag

Fill most of a knit winter glove with dried beans, including the fingers and thumb. 
Thread a large-eye needle with yarn and stitch the cuff closed.  This makes a 
great bean bag for juggling or playing catch.

2.  Pencil or Art Supply Holder

Collect clean empty vegetable cans (14.5 oz).  Make sure you run a can opener 
around the open top so there is nothing sharp to cut a student's finger.  You can 
leave the label on if it is well intact (the paper the student is going to glue over it 
will stick better).

Cut plain colored paper into 10” x 5 1/2” pieces before class.  Have students glue 
the paper around the cans, leaving an inch of extra paper at the top.  Snip several 
slits in the extra paper, then fold it into the cans and tape or glue it in place.

Have students decorate their holder with things you have brought for the purpose: 
buttons, stickers, yarn, bits of fabric, etc.

Show the students how the holders can be used to hold pencils, paint brushes, etc. 

3.  It's a “Puzzlement”

This can be a group activity on a large piece of white poster board (28” x 22”) or 
students can make individual puzzle art on poster board half that size.  

Have students sort old jigsaw puzzle pieces into color groups.  (A good source of 
inexpensive puzzles is a Goodwill Store or Salvation Army Thrift Store.)  Draw a 
simple picture on the poster board (like a rainbow or an underwater scene with a 
fish and some seaweed).  Have students glue puzzle pieces onto the drawing to 
make a colorful picture.  Then have them color in the background around the 
puzzle-piece picture, such as clouds around the rainbow and land with trees and 
flowers below, or water around the fish.
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4.  Name Them in a Minute!

Cover two empty square tissue boxes with plain-colored paper.  Label the sides of 
one die with large dots 1 to 6 like a regular die.  Label the sides of the other die 
with categories such as colors, fruits, states, musical instruments, colors, animals, 
months.  For longer wear, cover the dice with contact paper.

To play, have the students take turns rolling the dice.  The number on top of the 
one is the number of things they must name in the category on the top of the 
other.  If they name the correct number of things within a minute, they get that 
number of points.  Set a number of points (25 or 30).  The first person to score 
that many, wins.  This game can be played in teams as well.

5.  Tic-Tac-Toe Stories

Cut all sorts of pictures from magazines.  Arrange nine on a tic-tac-toe board. 
Have a student (or students) choose three in a row horizontally, vertically, or 
diagonally and tell a story using those pictures.

6.  Handy Hands!

Have students show how they use their hands to do the following actions (all in 
pantomime):

tie their shoes thread a needle
throw a ball cut a pizza into four pieces
erase a word they've written hoe a garden
wring water from a cloth comb their hair

7.  Fish Tic-Tac-Toe

Cut a 6” x 6” square from cardboard and cover it with dark blue felt.  Divide it into 
nine equal squares with light blue strips of felt, rick-rack, or yarn.  Cut out five 
each of two different colors of felt “fish” for game pieces.  Glue an envelope on 
the back of the board to put the fish in so you don't lose them.
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8.  Yarn Cards

Cut a 6” x 8” piece of construction paper.  Fold it in half.  On the front of the card, 
have the student lightly draw a simple outline in pencil.  Trace the outline with glue. 
Press yarn over the glue and let it dry.  Write  a message on the inside of the card.

9.  Clay Pot Bird Feeder

Buy inexpensive small clay pots with bottoms.  Have the students paint the pots, 
understanding that the pots will be upside down when finished.  Paint the rim and 
inside of the tray, too.  When dry, turn the pot upside down and, using construction 
adhesive, glue the tray, upside right, onto the bottom of the pot, making a handy, 
pretty bird feeder.
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Use Your Brain!

1.  Why don't we use glue to fasten our clothes?

2.  What would happen if we used a broom to clean off shelves?

3.  If you hear that something is “super,” what does that tell you about it?

4.  If you could program a robot to do just one thing for you, what would it be?

5.  Why do cars and trucks have horns?

6.  “I have something exciting to tell you!” said Tommy.  “I'm all ears,” said Dad. 
What did Dad mean?

7.  Why don't we wear socks on our hands like we do on our feet?

8.  Tell some things that make you think of your family.

9.  Name a few questions you could ask to get to know someone better.

10.  What is your favorite subject in school, and why do you like it?

11.  Why do we wrap gifts?

12.  Name four animals you probably would not see on a farm.

13.  Would you want to be famous?  For doing what?

14.  How is painting a house like painting artwork?  How is it different?

15.  Why might you want to buy a book instead of borrow it from the library?

16.  What is “spring cleaning?”  Why do people do it?

17.  Why do measuring spoons come in different sizes?
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18.  Name two things that can get your attention but are not loud.

19.  What makes you want to be someone's friend?

20.  What do you think is the best age to be?  Why do you think that?

21.  Name three things that make you laugh.

22.  If you could ask three questions of someone who has traveled to the moon, 
what would you ask?

23.  List five things you would like to do when you're feeling bored.

24.  Describe some things you would see if you were an octopus.

25.  Tell about a change you like when summer turns to winter.

26.  Tommy found small water puddles every few inches across his kitchen floor. 
Tell some things that could have caused them.

27.  Name a topping you've never seen on a pizza.  How do you think it would taste?

28.  How is a mailbox like a telephone?

29.  If beds were made of marshmallows, what would you like about that?  What 
wouldn't you like?

30.  Name something you could not use to make a wall.  Why not?

31..  What are three things you do before you go to sleep?

32.  How would you describe yourself to some who doesn't know you?

33.  Pretend you're a weatherman and give the weather forecast.

34.  Why do you think people like to read about the past?
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35.  If you could be someone else for one hour, who would you be and what would 
you do for that hour?

36.  Name four things that make someone a good person to have on your team.

37.  What is the same about answering the telephone and answering the door? 
What is different?

38.  If your room were in a tower, what would you like about that?  What wouldn't 
you like?

39.  If you could design a playground, what would you include in it?

40.  What is different about playing outdoors in January and July?

41.  Tell about something you learned all by yourself.

42.  Name two jobs for which you would need to wear boots.

43.  Do you wish you have more or less free time?  Why?

44.  How are a puppet and a doll alike?  How are they different?

45.  What would your room look like if you could decorate it the way you want to?

46.  How is math used in the kitchen?

47.  What would you like about being famous?  What wouldn't you like about it?

48.  Name some foods that grow underground.

49.  Zoe said, “I'm zany, observant, and exciting!”  Think of a word for each letter 
of your first name.

50.  What does it mean when you say that words can build walls or bridges?
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