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Student Evaluations
Reporting Evaluations
1. After your students have been pre-evaluated and placed into groups with tutors,
submit the Corps Registration Form ABS ML-1 to your Program Coordinator.
2. Enter the pre-evaluation scores onto the Student Evaluation Report Form ABS
ML-2 and keep the form in your Journal until the end of the tutoring program, at
which time you will record the post-evaluation scores.
3. Keep careful attendance on the Student Attendance Report Form ABS ML-3,
including all children, even those who have been pre-evaluated but do not attend
subsequent sessions or only one or two sessions.
4. This tutoring program has been planned for 16 sessions, (14 lessons with a preevaluation session and a post-evaluation session). Whether all these sessions are
completed or not, the ABS ML-2 is required.
5. At the end of the tutoring program, enter the post-evaluation scores on ABS
ML-2 (Evaluation) and submit it along with the ABS ML-3 (Attendance) to your
Program Coordinator.
6. Upon receipt of your Evaluation and Attendance forms, completion certificates
and American Bible Society Bibles will be sent to you for your students.
Administering Evaluations
Detailed instructions for administering the student evaluations are given in the
first and final session segments of this manual.
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American Bible Society
Mission: Literacy Tutoring Program

Corps Registration Form
Please complete and submit this form each time you begin a 16-session tutoring program.
Corps: ________________________________________

Date: _____________________

Contact Person: ________________________________

Phone No.: ________________

Email: ________________________________________
Trained in Mission: Literacy by: _______________________________________________
Tutoring Program begin date: ____________________________
Number of students in tutoring program: __________
Number of Groups these students are divided into: __________
Number of tutors: __________
Number of days per week: __________

Length of session (in minutes): __________

Number of programs in which we are using Mission: Literacy material: __________
We plan to continue using Mission: Literacy materials

Yes

No

If Yes, as part of what programs:

COMMENTS:

ABS ML-1

American Bible Society
Mission: Literacy Tutoring Program

Student Evaluation Report Form
Corps: _________________________________

Phone No.: ____________________

Pre-Evaluation Date: _______________
Post-Evaluation Date: _______________
______________________________________________________________________________
Pre- PostNo. of
Eval Eval
Student
*Ethnicity Age Grade Sessions Score Score Variance
______________________________________________________________________________
1____________________________________________________________________________
2____________________________________________________________________________
3____________________________________________________________________________
4____________________________________________________________________________
5____________________________________________________________________________
6____________________________________________________________________________
7____________________________________________________________________________
8____________________________________________________________________________
9____________________________________________________________________________
10___________________________________________________________________________
11___________________________________________________________________________
12___________________________________________________________________________
13___________________________________________________________________________
14___________________________________________________________________________
15___________________________________________________________________________
*Ethnicity:

l. Black/African American
2. Asian
3. Caucasian

4. Latino/Hispanic
5. Native American
6. Multiracial

ABS ML-2

American Bible Society
Mission: Literacy Tutoring Program

Student Attendance Report Form
Corps: ______________________________________________
Contact Person: ______________________________
Phone No.: ___________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Session Dates
Total
Student Names
Attn.
______________________________________________________________________________
1____________________________________________________________________________
2____________________________________________________________________________
3____________________________________________________________________________
4____________________________________________________________________________
5____________________________________________________________________________
6____________________________________________________________________________
7____________________________________________________________________________
8____________________________________________________________________________
9____________________________________________________________________________
10___________________________________________________________________________
11___________________________________________________________________________
12___________________________________________________________________________
13___________________________________________________________________________
14___________________________________________________________________________
15___________________________________________________________________________
16___________________________________________________________________________
17___________________________________________________________________________
ABS ML-3

First Session
Instructions for Administering
the Reading Skills Pre-Evaluation
Each student is evaluated individually. For each pre-evaluation, you will need a copy
of the Sentences-to-Read Student Pre-Evaluation Worksheet and the Sentencesto-Read Tutor Pre-Evaluation Worksheet.
Note: It's a good idea to laminate the student's worksheet, as you'll be using it
over and over again and it will wear better if it's covered. Of course, you will need
writable copies of the Tutor's Worksheet, as you'll need to record the student's
information, the date, and evaluation results.
1. Welcome the student and make him or her comfortable.
2. Fill in the date and the student's full name on the Tutor's Worksheet. This
sheet will be kept on file.
3. Hand the student a copy of the Sentences-to-Read Worksheet and say, “This is
an exercise that will help me to see how much you already know. I'd like you to
read the sentences on this page out loud, please, beginning with number one and
reading as many as you can. Don't worry about the sentences not going together to
make a story—they're not supposed to.”
4. Ask the student, “Do you have any questions?” Answer any questions, then say,
“Alright, let's begin with the first sentence.”
5. As the student reads the sentences aloud, circle the number on your Tutor's
Worksheet beside each sentence he or she can read easily.
6. When the student comes to a sentence he or she cannot read easily, say,
“That's fine, you can stop reading now.”
7. Write the student's score (the number of the last sentence easily read) on your
worksheet.
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8. Ask the student to return the Student Worksheet; tell him or her they did well,
that the evaluation is over, and thank the student.
9. Once all the students have been evaluated, transfer the results for each
student to the Student Evaluation Report Form ABS ML-2, which will be used again
for the post-evaluations at the end of the tutoring program.
10. If a student reads all the sentences (tests out), follow the same guidelines for
reporting as for the other students. Enter their score on the pre-evaluation
worksheet, keep attendance and, at the end of the tutoring program, post-evaluate
the student. The objective with these students will be to prevent the “summer
learning gap” which often occurs when children go all summer without reading.
a. These students will be placed in a “Catch Me Reading Club” (you can
rename the club to suit your program), in which they will read three to five books
from a suggested reading list during the 16-week tutoring program.
b. The students may choose to (1) write a book report about one of the
stories they read or (2) write and perform, with other students in their class, a
skit about one of the books they read.
c. All the students will choose a book to read and tell the story in their own
words to the other students in the class.
d. Each student will keep a journal in which to make notes on their reading,
draw pictures, and to write down interesting or new words. They should look the
words up in the dictionary and record the meaning of the words in their journals.
(The journals should be substantial, such as composition notebooks with a hard
cover.)
e. Books can be ordered through RainbowResource.com or other book
sellers. Recommended series are Christian Heroes Then and Now, Magic Tree
House, American Heroes, Cul-de-Sac Kids, Boxcar Kids.
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PRE-EVALUATION

STUDENT WORKSHEET

SENTENCES TO READ
1. I want to see!
2. A man had two sons.
3. Why are you so good to me?
4. Where did you work today?
5. Please let me buy a piece of land.
6. Please let me have a drink of water.
7. I don't have any silver or gold!
8. We each must carry our own load.
9. I will look for my sheep and take care of them myself.
10. The king asked, “What do you want me to do?”
11. Come to my home each day and listen to me.
12. Don't follow anyone like that or do what they do.
13. If you follow me, you will live a long time.
14. I know I will live to see how kind you are.
15. We have a place where you and your men can stay.

16. The only animal I took was the donkey I rode on.
17. Pour water in a cooking pot and set it over a fire.
18. Try to get along and live peacefully with each other.
19. Can you catch a sea monster by using a fishhook?
20. Where is the home of light, and where does darkness live?
21. Here is a list of the priests who worked on the wall.
22. Take off your sandals—the ground where you are standing is holy.
23. Joseph brought the boys to him, and he hugged and kissed them.
24. When the brothers started emptying their sacks of grain, they found
their moneybags in them.
25. Before horses are ridden into battle, they paw at the ground, proud of
their strength.
26. There was once a cedar tree in Lebanon with large, strong branches
reaching to the sky.
27. The man measured the wall of the temple, and it was ten feet thick.
28. The servant had brought along an expensive ring and two large gold
bracelets.
29. To the people, the Lord's glory looked like a blazing fire on top of the
mountain.
30. While he was still praying, a beautiful unmarried young woman came by
with a water jug on her shoulder.

PRE-EVALUATION

TUTOR WORKSHEET

SENTENCES TO READ
Date: _________________
Student's Name: __________________________
Score: ________
_________________________________________________________
1. I want to see! (Mark 10:51)
2. A man had two sons. (Luke 15:11)
3. Why are you so good to me? (Ruth 2:10)
4. Where did you work today? (Ruth 2:19)
5. Please let me buy a piece of land. (Genesis 23:2)
6. Please let me have a drink of water. (Genesis 24:17)
7. I don't have any silver or gold! (Acts 3:6)
8. We each must carry our own load. (Galatians 6:5)
9. I will look for my sheep and take care of them myself. (Ezekiel 34:11)
10. The king asked, “What do you want me to do?” (Nehemiah 2:4)
11. Come to my home each day and listen to me. (Proverbs 8:34)
12. Don't follow anyone like that or do what they do. (Proverbs 1:15)
13. If you follow me, you will live a long time. (Proverbs 9:11)
14. I know I will live to see how kind you are. (Psalm 27:14)
15. We have a place where you and your men can stay. (Genesis 24:25)
16. The only animal I took was the donkey I rode on. (Nehemiah 2:12)
17. Pour water in a cooking pot and set it over a fire. (Ezekiel 24:3)

18. Try to get along and live peacefully with each other. (2 Corinthians
13:11)
19. Can you catch a sea monster by using a fishhook? (Job 41:1)
20. Where is the home of light, and where does darkness live? (Exodus
12:35)
21. Here is a list of the priests who worked on the wall. (Job 38:19)
22. Take off your sandals—the ground where you are standing is holy.
(Nehemiah 3:22)
23. Joseph brought the boys to him, and he hugged and kissed them.
(Exodus 3:5)
24. When the brothers started emptying their sacks of grain, they found
their moneybags in them. (Genesis 48:10)
25. Before horses are ridden into battle, they paw at the ground, proud of
their strength. (Genesis 42:35)
26. There was once a cedar tree in Lebanon with large, strong branches
reaching to the sky. (Job 39:21)
27. The man measured the wall of the temple, and it was ten feet thick.
(Ezekiel 31:3)
28. The servant had brought along an expensive ring and two large gold
bracelets. (Ezekiel 41:5)
29. To the people, the Lord's glory looked like a blazing fire on top of the
mountain. (Genesis 24:22)
30. While he was still praying, a beautiful unmarried young woman came by
with a water jug on her shoulder. (Genesis 24:15)

Teaching Notes
1. Provide a “Journal” (a folder with pockets) and a “Dictionary” (a note pad for
new words) for each student which they will personalize during the first several
lessons. The students will take these records of their work home with them at the
end of the tutoring sessions.
2. Make a “Tutor's Journal” for yourself, too. In it, keep notes relating to your
students, progress reports, and things they make and give to you (don't be
surprised if they show their appreciation of the time you are taking with them in
this way).
3. Following is the format for the lessons in this manual. The composition of every
tutor's classroom is different and adjustments will need to be made for time
constraints, etc.; however, if cuts in the lesson materials are necessary, it's best
to make them in the area of worksheet activities rather than in reading or phonics
instruction.
a. Welcome your students; give them a few minutes to unwind and settle down.
b. Pre-Reading Strategies: this includes a craft and teaching the sight words.
c. During-Reading Strategies: the students learn to read the Bible story in
this segment; pronunciation, meaning of words, and punctuation, etc., are also
addressed.
d. After-Reading Strategies: phonics and writing activities take place in this
segment.
e. Closing: always close with prayer. And remember, the students should leave
looking forward to the next session!
3. Be sure to read the Scripture on which the lessons are based before you teach
them so you're familiar with the complete story and thus confident in your
teaching and prepared to answer questions the students may ask.

1

4. All four literacy skills (reading, writing, speaking, and listening) are included in
each lesson. Some skills may be emphasized more in one lesson than another, but
all are important, and will be equally emphasized over the course of the lessons.
5. Everyone has a preferred way of learning, including children; some learn better
by listening (auditory learners), some by reading (visual learners), and some by
writing things down or using their hands in some way (tactile learners). These
lessons employ all these various ways of learning.
6. For most new learners, writing is very important. It “stands still.” It doesn't
require an immediate response. Some students dislike being put on the spot and
are uncomfortable initially with the quick give and take of verbal questions and
answers. Writing activities give them time to think and use language they might
not otherwise use.
7. Watch your students' faces as you teach. If you see puzzlement, reteach; if
you see frustration, change your approach, or change the activity; if you see
enlightenment, praise your student and build on the achievement.
8. It's important to create a positive learning experience all the time, so some
basic rules are: don't teach what the students already know (they'll get bored real
quick), don't ask them questions about what you haven't taught yet (it puts the
students on the defensive, makes them feel “dumb,” and they may not come back);
don't skip around in a sequence to “test” a student (that's sneaky—and a child
knows a trick when he sees it—and you want the students to trust you).
9. As a student is reading, remember not to tap out the words; instead, run your
finger smoothly under the words as he/she reads to encourage fluency in reading.
10. “Had a turn, gets a turn,” is mentioned in several lessons as a fair way for
students to have a turn at various times. That concept is accomplished in the
following way: Mark one small plastic tumbler Had a Turn, and another one Gets a
Turn. Buy craft (popsicle) sticks from the Dollar Store with a star or apple on top.
Have students write their names on the sticks and decorate them. During class,
always have students raise their hand to answer questions. When they are correct,
transfer their stick from “Gets a Turn” to “Had a Turn.” This encourages each
2

student to have a turn and keeps learning fun and fair, ensuring the class time
won't become competitive, which is what the students often experience in school.
11. If at any time a student asks to take a project, craft, or worksheet home with
them rather than placing it in their Journal, do not argue; let them do so.
12. Teach the students to be resourceful by having several boxes (about shoe box
size) available in the classroom in which to put leftover craft scraps for later use.
13. The Activities and Games section of this manual contains suggestions for
things to make and do when you know you will have a little extra time to fill in a
session or when you have a special occasion and need a special craft or activity. The
“Use Your Brain” questions can be used as a dice game or a Had-a-Turn, Gets-aTurn game or you can make up your own game using these questions.
14. It is recommended that you prepare all the sight words for the word wall and
the student's word clips at the same time and before you begin the tutoring
sessions. (It's a good project for one of your ladies' groups.)
15. The Alphabet and Phonics Book pages are included with the lessons in which
they are used. Most of the pages of the book have been changed so (1) the words
that are not proper nouns are no longer capitalized, (2) the letters a, g, and k are
now traceable by the students, (3) the word on page 4 (Dd) is changed, and (4) the
type font is now the same throughout the book. Tutors will need these changed
pages, as the lessons are based on them; therefore, the entire Alphabet and
Phonics Book is on a pdf file that will be included with the lesson volumes when
they are sent to your Corps.
16. The “Leading a Child to Jesus” guide which follows is a suggested pattern only.
Every child's experience in coming to Jesus is unique and different from any other.
It's often helpful, however, to have a guide on hand to keep you on track as you
deal with the child's questions and lead them to salvation.
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Leading a Child to Jesus
God's eternal salvation is as simple as

A * B * C

A

Admit to God that you are a
sinner and you need Him.

“For all have sinned, and come short
of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23

B

Believe that Jesus died and rose
again for your sins.

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and thou shalt be saved.”
Acts 16:31

C

Confess Jesus as Lord of your life
to God and to others.

“That if thou shalt confess with thy
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt
believe in thine heart that God
hath raised him from the dead,
thou shalt be saved.” Romans 10:9
1 of 3

John 3:16: “God so loved the world,
God loves every boy and girl, every teenager, and every adult in the
world. That means God loves you!
Because God loves you, He did something special for you.
“that He gave His only begotten son,
Every person is a sinner. Romans 3:23 says, “All have sinned.” Your sin
deserves punishment. That punishment is separation from God forever.
Jesus, God's Son, died on the cross to take your punishment for you,
and to forgive your sins.
How can you have your sins forgiven?
“that whosoever believes in Him...
Believing in Jesus is...
1. believing that Jesus, the Son of God, is the only One Who can
take away your sins;
2. believing that Jesus died and rose again to take the
punishment for your sins;
3. trusting in Jesus as your Savior.
What will God do for you if you believe in Jesus as your Savior?

2 of 3

“should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
If you believe in Jesus as your Savior, you will have everlasting life.
You will not go to Hell when you die. You will go to Heaven to live with
Jesus forever.
Everlasting life is a gift from God that no one can ever take away from
you.
If you want Jesus to be your Savior, believe in Him now.
You can tell Him in prayer about your decision.
“Dear Lord, I know I have sinned and deserve to be
punished. I believe that Jesus loves me and died on
the cross to take the punishment for my sins. I now
trust Jesus as my Savior. I know that I have everlasting life. Amen.”
- After you have trusted Jesus as your Savior, tell others about it.
- Read some verses from the Bible every day.
- Talk to God every day, too. When you sin, confess it to God and
He will forgive you.
- Go to Sunday school and church every Sunday to learn more about
Jesus.
3 of 3
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Book 7, Lesson 15 (Part 1 of 2)
MOSES IS BORN
Scripture: Exodus 1:11—2:10 One of the reasons the Egyptian king made the cruel
law ordering the death of newborn Hebrew boys was the Egyptians were worried
about the rapidly-increasing Hebrew population (Exodus 9:10). They were afraid
the Hebrews would fight on the side of the Egyptian enemies and escape Egypt.
Spiritual Emphasis: Even in the worst circumstances, something good can happen.
Academic Goal: Teach specific sight words; /th/ sound; /r/ sound.
Pre-Reading Strategies
1. Distribute the pocket folders that will be the students' “Journal” and explain
that their completed writing projects will be placed in them as a record of their
work, to be taken home later. Also distribute the note pads that will be their
“Personal Dictionary.” Tell the students they will be writing words and definitions
in them. Have the students put their names on their Journals and Dictionaries and
decorate the covers with markers and stickers you've brought for that purpose.
2. Teach the sight words which you've prepared for the word wall and the
students' word clips:
Sight words: cruel, Egypt, Hebrew, Miriam, Moses
3. Do a picture walk through the story. Use the words “Egypt” and “Hebrew” when
you look at the map on the first page. If you have a Bible-times map in your
classroom, point out Egypt on that map as well. As you look at the rest of the
pages, ask some questions, such as:
Pg 3 “Why do you think all the people are working hard except the ones with
the armbands?”
Pg 4 “Why do you think this man is being carried?”
Pg 7 “What do you think this man is shouting about?”
Pg 17 “Why do you think the woman is putting the baby in the water?”
15.1

During-Reading Strategies
1. Read the story together. Make sure the students understand that when
Moses' mother put him into the river in the basket, she was not abandoning him—
she was trying to keep him safe, and she told his sister to stay and watch over him.
2. Teaching the Alphabet and Phonics Book. To teach this phonics lesson, the
students do not need a copy of the page.
Step A
Hold up a copy of page 34 from the revised Alphabet and Phonics Book. Say, “This
picture shows a mother from Bible times walking down the road with her children.
The word on this page is mother, and the sound we want to practice in this word
is /th/ spelled T-H.”

Note: Be sure you say the hard sound for /th/, with a little buzz to it, not like you
would say /th/ in “moth.” That sound will be taught in a later lesson.
Say, “You see that it's two letters, but only one sound. Let's say that sound
together: /th/ Good! The /th/ sound is part of the word mother on the bottom
of the page. Let's read it together: mother. Good.”
Step B
Say, “Can you think of some other words that have the /th/ sound as in mother?”
Help the students think of words such as:
brother, father, other, weather – oh, bother!
Step C
Say, “Now let's go back to our story and see if we can find some words in it that
have the /th/ sound as in mother.” Help the students find the following words:
the, that, then, that's
Note: things and with have the soft /th/ sound.
15.2

3. Have the students write the word mother on a piece of Journal paper (ABS ML
T-1). Have them look at pages 8-13 in their book, “Moses is Born,” and draw a
picture of something that is different in their home from Moses and Miriam's
home; for instance they have beds to sleep in and chairs to sit on, their mothers
wear different clothes, etc. Have them put their name and date on their finished
papers and put them in their Journals. Do this with all future completed crafts
and worksheets unless otherwise indicated.
Post-Reading Strategies
1. Have the students look up the following words in the dictionary:
slave (from pg 3), cruel (pg 5), reed (pg 12)
Have them write the words and definitions in their Personal Dictionaries:
slave: a person owned by another and who has to work for him
cruel: causing pain to others
reed: a stalk of grass that grows in a swamp or by a river
2. Have the students find all the words in the story that have /r/ as the beginning
sound; those with /r/ as the ending sound; and those with /r/ in some other
position in the word. Make a chart of these words on a dry erase board or poster
paper as the students find them.
Beginning sound: river, ran
Ending sound: (remember it's the ending sound, not necessarily the ending
letter the student's are to look for) were, whenever, river, mother, for, water,
sister, her, water, later, after
Other sound: Hebrew, cruel, born, drown, afraid, Miriam, princess
3. Have the students color the “Moses in the Basket” worksheet (ABS LM L15.1)
and cut out the basket and baby (some may need help with the cutting). Cut a slit
for the students along the dotted line above the blanket in the basket. Glue or
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tape just the bottom of the basket to the water picture so the baby can slide in
and out.
4. Have the students complete the mixed-up words worksheet (ABS ML L15.2).
Close in prayer. Pray for God to honor the work the students do.
Items to have on hand for this Volume:
Spangle Mix (you can find this at places like Walmart or Michaels)
laminate (contact paper)
paper plates
glitter
construction paper
clothes pins
jar rings
poster board / poster paper
cotton balls
brads
brown paper grocery bags
envelopes
ribbon
card stock
fabric scraps
yarn
craft sticks
poster paint
craft foam sheets
wiggle eyes
old Christmas cards
Christmas cookie cutters
Items Needed for this Lesson:
Book 7, “Moses is Born,” for each student
Journal paper (ABS ML T-1)
Items to Make:
copies of “Moses in the Basket” worksheet (ABS ML L15.1)
copies of mixed-up words worksheet (ABS ML L15.2)
After-Lesson Thoughts (what worked/what didn't):

15.4

Name _____________________________

Date ______________

Lesson 15

Moses is Born
Fix the mixed up words and write them on the blank lines. The word
bank will help you.
Word Bank
floating

basket

princess

river

sister

whenever

1. n i c e p s s r

________________________

2. r i e v r

________________________

3. a s b k t e

________________________

4. t e r s i s

________________________

5. w n v h e r e e

________________________

6. f l i o t a n g

________________________

ABS ML L15.2

Book 7, Lesson 16 (Part 2 of 2)
MOSES IS BORN
Scripture: Exodus 1:11—2:10
Spiritual Emphasis: Even in the worst circumstances, something good can happen.
Academic Goal: Long and short vowel sounds; silent e; rhyming word families
Pre-Reading Strategies
1. Have the students make the Weave-a-Mat craft. For each student you will need
two different colored pieces of construction paper. Fold one in half and cut into 1
½ inch strips across the width of the paper. On the other piece, draw a line one
inch from the top and then fold the paper in half. Draw lines about an inch and a
half apart from the top line to the fold. Cut along the lines. Unfold the paper and
weave the strips through the cut slits, forming a mat. The ends can be glued or
taped down, though that shouldn't be necessary if the strips are slid firmly
together.
Note: You may want to prepare some of this craft ahead of time, such as precutting the mat and the strips to be woven into it.
2. Review the sight words: cruel, Egypt, Hebrew, Miriam, Moses
During-Reading Strategies
Read the story together; then ask for two volunteers to team tell the story in
their own words. Have the students complete worksheet ABS ML L16.1 to see how
well they know the story.
Post-Reading Strategies
1. Say, “We have some words in our story that have what we call a 'silent e' at the
end. Now, the E may be silent, but it's still pretty bossy. It gets to tell the vowel
16.1

ahead of it to have a long sound. Remember we learned about the long and short
sounds for some of the vowels already, and we'll be learning more later. In our
story, there are six words with bossy Es. Let's find them.”
Help the students find the following words:
came, pg 8, 19
like, pg 14

made, pg 12
slave, pg 21

inside, pg 13
fine, pg 23

Say, “Let's take three of these words and build some rhyming word families. I'll
write the word on the board and you help me think of words that rhyme with it.”
Write the word “slave” on the board first and help the students think of words
that rhyme with it; then follow with “take” and “fine.” For example:
slave
brave
behave
cave
gave
save
shave
wave
pave

came
fame
game
lame
name
same
tame
blame
flame
frame
shame

fine
dine
pine
mine
nine
shine
spine
whine
twine
vine
whine

2. Have the students play the Word-Part Card activity (ABS ML L16.2). Have
them make as many words as they can using the letters on the cards; write down
the words each student makes and give them their lists to put in their Journals.

Close in prayer. Ask God to help us always to do what's right, even when it's not
the easy thing to do.

16.2

Items Needed:
Book 7, “Moses is Born,” for each student
construction paper
card stock
envelopes

Items to Make:
copies of the sentences-to-finish worksheet (ABS ML L16.1)
word parts for the Word-Part Card activity (ABS ML L16.2)

After-Lesson Thoughts:
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Lesson 16

Word-Part Cards

_________________________________________________

ad

b

ade

ine

____________________________________________

th

v

ing

gl

s

___________________________________________________

at

h

ike

l

m

f

Print a set of the word parts onto card stock for each student. Laminate for
longer wear. Cut out the word parts and put a set into envelopes for each student.

ABS ML L16.1

Name __________________________

Date ___________________

Lesson 15

Moses is Born
born

Hebrew

cruel

king

basket

river

princess

Moses

boy

1. Long ago, the ______________ people lived as slaves in Egypt.
2. The king of Egypt was a wicked man who did ____________ things.
3. He said, “Whenever a Hebrew boy is _________, drown him in the
river!”
4. Soon a Hebrew woman had a baby, and it was a _________.
5. She was afraid for him because of what the __________ had said.
6. She made a strong ____________ of reeds and put the baby in it.
7. She went to the ____________, carrying the basket, and put it in
the water.
8. A ______________ saw the basket floating in the water and sent
a slave to get it for her.
9. “I will keep the baby!” the princess said. She named him ________.

ABS ML L16.2

Book 8, Lesson 17 (Part 1 of 2)
A STORY ABOUT MOSES
Scripture: Exodus 2:11-21
Spiritual Emphasis: Having the courage to do what's right even when you're
outnumbered. Standing up to bullies and defending the weak; being rewarded for
doing the right thing.
Academic Goal: New sight words; short E sound
Pre-Reading Strategies
1. Have the students make the sheep note pad. Before class, copy the pattern
(ABS ML L17.1) onto card stock. Depending on the ability of your students, you
may want to have the pieces for this craft cut out for them ahead of time. Cut
two circles for the body of the sheep from white craft foam, using pinking shears
or craft scissors to make it look “wooly.” Cut the face and legs from black craft
foam. Have the students glue the face to the middle of one of the white body
circles and two of the legs to the back of that circle, leaving a half inch showing
below the white circle. Have them glue the other two legs to the front of the
other circle so that when the two circles are put together the legs are the same
length and slightly apart. Have them glue two wiggle eyes on the face.
Cut 10 or 12 circles of paper for each note pad, using the same pattern as you used
for the sheep body, but using regular scissors. Punch two holes, about an inch
apart, at the top of the circles of paper and the white craft foam, making sure
they line up. Thread a six-inch piece of yarn through each hole and tie in a bow.
Let the students take this craft home for their Moms or Grandmas.
2. Teach the sight words which you've prepared for the word wall and the student
word clips:
Sight words: married, stranger, surprised
Also review the sight words from the previous lesson.
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During-Reading Strategies
1. Read the story to the students. Take the time to tell them about how important
hospitality was in Bible times. That people took their obligations toward guests
seriously and that it was unacceptable to neglect offering something to eat and a
place to stay, especially to someone who had helped them in any way. That's why
the father was so upset when his daughters came home without the man who had
helped them and why he asked Moses to stay longer, even though he knew him only
slightly. Ask the students how they can show hospitality to others.
Also tell the students that Moses and his wife named their first baby “Stranger”
because Moses himself had been a stranger in the land where the baby was born.
2. Teaching the Alphabet and Phonics Lesson. You will not need copies of page
42 for the students.
Step A
Hold up a copy of page 42 from the revised Alphabet and Phonics Book and say, “In
Bible times, people didn't have running water in their homes like we do now.
Everyone in the town went to a well to get their water. This picture shows some
women who have come to the well for water and now they're carrying it home.”
Point to the word well at the bottom of the page. Say, “The word on this page is
well. Read it with me, please: well. Good! The sound we want to learn in well is the
'short' sound for E. We learned the 'long' sound for E in Eden a little while ago,
remember? The sound for E in well is /eh/. Say it with me, please: /eh/. Good.
And let's read the word well again: well. Good.”
Step B
Say, “Can you think of some words that rhyme with the word well?” Help the
students think of words like: bell, cell, fell, sell, tell, swell, smell, shell, spell
Note: Try not to look too shocked or fall off your chair if a student gives you the
word hell for the list—it is a word, and some of the students will have heard it
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frequently at home. Just take it in stride, write it down, and move on. Unless one
of the students makes a comment about or wonders whether he's going there or
not. Then a staff member should take that student aside and explain the plan of
salvation without delay.
Say, “Now let's think of some words that have the /eh/ sound in them that don't
rhyme with well.” Help the students think of words like: elephant, bed, best, etc.
Step C
Say, “Let's go back to our story and see how many words we can find with this
sound (they don't need to rhyme with well).” Help the students find these words:
when, seven, them, men, get
3. Have the students look up the word “stranger” in the dictionary. Point out to
them that there are two meanings for stranger:
a. a person you don't know, or haven't met yet.
b. a person who is in an unfamiliar place, like Moses was.
Have the students write the word stranger in their Personal Dictionaries with the
two definitions. Have them also write a sentence showing the difference between
the definitions; for example:
a. The new kid in my class was a stranger to me, but I hope we'll be friends
soon.
b. I felt like a stranger when we went to Ohio—I didn't know anybody there!
Post-Reading Strategies
Have the students complete the “Story About Moses” worksheet (ABS ML L17.2).
Close in prayer. Ask God to help us be kind and helpful to each other.

17.3

Items Needed:
Book 8, “A Story About Moses,” for each student
craft foam, white and black
wiggle eyes, small
yarn
Items to Make:
craft ABS ML L17.1
copies of worksheet ABS ML L17.2

After-Lesson Thoughts:
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Name ____________________________

Date ________________

Lesson 17

A Story About Moses
Word bank

eat

named

animals

fast

chase

stranger

well

women

1. One day, Moses was sitting by a ___________.
2. As he was sitting there, some ________________ came along.
3. They were bringing their father's ________________ for water.
4. A gang of shepherds tried to _____________ the women away. Moses
made them stop.
5. The women's father was surprised that they came home so __________.
6. They told their father that a ______________ helped them at the well.
7. “Well, go ask him to come __________ with us!” said their father.
8. Later, Moses married one of the women. When they had a baby, they
_______________ him “Stranger.”

ABS ML L17.2

Book 8, Lesson 18 (Part 2 of 2)
A STORY ABOUT MOSES
Scripture: Exodus 2:11-21
Spiritual Emphasis: Having the courage to do what's right even when you're
outnumbered. Standing up to bullies and defending the weak; being rewarded for
doing the right thing.
Academic Goal: apostrophes; syllables
Pre-Reading Strategies
1. Before class, copy the “Moses at the Well” craft (ABS ML L18.1-1 and ML L18.12). Have the students complete the craft following the directions on ML L18.1-1.
2. Review all the sight words on the word wall.
During-Reading Strategies
1. Read the story through together; then have one or two of the students tell the
story in their own words. Lead a discussion with the students for a few minutes
about what it must have been like for Moses to go from a king's palace, out into
the desert, to being accepted into a family. Make sure the students understand
that although Moses did something wrong and so had to leave the king's palace,
God was with him and gave him the courage to stand up to the gang of shepherds.
Tell them that Moses later became a great leader and went back to rescue the
Hebrew people and lead them out of the land of Egypt.
2. Have the students turn to page 2 in their book. Point out the phrase “king of
Egypt's house.” Say, “See the mark between the T and the S in the word Egypt's?
It's called an apostrophe. That's a big word, isn't it? A little hard to pronounce,
too. Say it with me, okay? Apostrophe. Good. It's used to show that something
belongs. In this case, it shows that the house belongs to the king of Egypt. Now
turn in your book to page 10. See the word father's? The apostrophe shows that
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something belongs to the father. What is it? That's right! The animals belong to
the father.”
Give the students a piece of Journal paper (ABS ML T-1). Say, “Now I'd like you to
think of something that belongs to your family and write a sentence about it, using
the apostrophe correctly.” Examples:
My dad's truck has huge tires.
Our dog's name is Spot because he has lots of spots.
My sister's room is pink and green.
Have the students draw and color a picture of what they've written on the same
Journal paper, then have them sign and date it before putting it in their Journal.
Post-Reading Strategies
1. Tell the students that one way to know how many syllables are in a word is to
find the vowel sounds. Say, “Listen to the word I tell you and clap out the syllables
with me.” Read the following words from the story and clap out the syllables with
the students:
a / ni / mals
Mo / ses
stran / ger

some / thing
shep / herds
leave

bad
sur / prised
a / lone

sit / ting
fa / ther
mar / ried

2. Have the students complete the questions-about-Moses worksheet (ABS ML
L18.2).
Close in prayer. Ask God to help us to be kind to others, especially those who are
weak or less fortunate than we are.

18.2

Items Needed:
Book 8, “A Story About Moses,” for each student
Journal paper (ABS ML T-1)
Items to Make:
copies of craft worksheet (ABS ML L18.1-1 and ABS ML L18.1-2)
copies of worksheet (ABS ML L18.2)
After-Lesson Thoughts:
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Name ____________________________

Date ________________

Lesson 18

A Story About Moses
Write your answer to each question on the blank line underneath it. You may
use your book, “A Story About Moses,” to find the answers.
1. Where did Moses grow up?
______________________________________________________________

2. Why did Moses have to run away after he grew up?
______________________________________________________________

3. Who tried to chase the women away from the well?
______________________________________________________________

4. What did Moses do about that?
______________________________________________________________

5. What did the father ask Moses to do?
______________________________________________________________

6. What did Moses and the woman he married name their baby?
__________________________________________________________________________

ABS ML L18.2

Book 9, Lesson 19 (Part 1 of 2)
KING HEZEKIAH ALMOST DIES
Scripture: 2 Kings 20:1-11 and Isaiah 38:1-8. Though not mentioned in the story,
the prophet who visits King Hezekiah is Isaiah.
Spiritual Emphasis: God hears us when we pray.
Academic Goal: New sight words; /k/ sound; difference between /f/ and /v/
sounds
Pre-Reading Strategies
1. Have the students make a crown using the pattern and directions shown on ABS
ML L19.1. Copy the pattern onto colored card stock or construction paper, one for
each student. They can wear them while reading the story and take them home
after class.
2. Teach the sight words you've prepared for the word wall and student word
clips:
Sight words: done, heard, know, palace, prophet
During-Reading Strategies
1. Before reading the story to the students, have them pair up and give them the
worksheet ABS ML L19.2. Give them five minutes to work on it in pairs. Then take
a few minutes to discuss what they've come up with. Say, “This is actually one of
the ways people in Bible times could tell time. Our story will tell us more about it.”
2. Read the story to the students. Remind them of the story about the prophet
Jonah and how they learned that prophets brought messages to people from God in
Bible times. Tell them the prophet in this story is the prophet Isaiah. Ask them if
they can think of a difference between the two prophets (Isaiah was obedient,
Jonah was not, until God did something dramatic to get his attention—and what was
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that? Let the students remember briefly how Jonah spent three days inside the
big fish).
3. Teaching the Alphabet and Phonics Lesson. You will need copies of pages 11
(king) and 3 (camel) from the revised Alphabet and Phonics Book for each student.
Step A
Say, “You have two letter pages today and I'd like you to look at this one first.”
Hold up your copy of page 11 and point to the letter K in the upper right hand
corner. Say, “This is the letter K.” Point to the letter K in the upper right hand
corner of the page. “Let's say the name of this letter together: K. Good. This
big letter (pointing to the capital letter) is capital K. And this letter (pointing to
the small letter) is small K. Let's say their names. Capital K. Small K. Good. Now
I'm going to trace both Ks with my finger to get a feel for their shapes, and then
I'd like you to do the same thing. (Put your fingertip on the capital K, saying
“capital K” aloud, and trace its shape, following the path you would take if you were
printing the letter. Repeat for the small K, saying “ small K” as you trace the
letter.) “Now you try it. Good. They're a lot alike, aren't they? Now, let's make a
capital K in the air.” Draw a big capital K in the air with your index finger;
encourage the students to do the same. “And let's make a small K in the air.” Draw
a small K (k) in the air and encourage the students to do the same.
Say, “K is the name of this letter; the sound of the letter is /k/. (Be careful to
say only the /k/ sound without a vowel sound, i.e., don't say /kuh/.)
Say, “Now let's write the letter K on our sheets of paper. Let's start with capital
K.” Write a capital K on your dry erase board as the students write on their paper.
“Good. Now let's write small K.” Write a small K (k) on the board as the students
write on their paper. “Good. Let's do it one more time; I'll go first, and then you.”
Part B
Point to the word at the bottom of the page. Say, “This is the word king. Read it
with me and listen to the beginning sound: king. Good. We can see a king in this
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picture, sitting on his throne in his palace. Let's read the word one more time:
king. Good.”
Part C
Hold up page 3. Say, “Now let's look at the other page I gave you.” Point to the C
in the upper right hand corner of the page. “Let's say the name of this letter
together: C. That's right, C. The capital C and small C are exactly the same
except the small C is just that, it's smaller than the capital C. Let's trace these
letters as we say their names: capital C, small C. Very good. Now let's make a
capital C in the air.” Draw a big capital C in the air with your index finger,
encouraging the students to do the same. “Wow! You sure know how to make
capital C's! Now let's make a small C.” Draw a small C in the air, having the
students do the same. “Good. Now, on your paper, write a capital C while I write it
on the board; again; and once more. Now let's write a small C—careful now, there
needs to be a difference between a capital C and a small C—let's write it again; and
once more. Good job!”
Part D
Say, “Now, see the camel in this picture? Let's say camel and then king and listen
to the first sound in both words. Camel, king. Hear that? They both begin with
the same sound, but not with the same letter. Sometimes there is more than one
way to write the same sound. That's what happens with the /k/ sound: it can be
written with either a K or a C. Okay? Let's say those two words one more time
together: camel, king. And what's the sound that both the C and the K make in
these two words? /k/ Very good!”
Part E
Say, “Now let's look in our books to see how many words we can find that begin
with the /k/ sound.” Help the students find the following words:
king, came, crying, cry, can
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4. Have the students write all the words they can think of that rhyme with king on
the Journal page they've been practicing their writing on. Have them draw a
picture or write a sentence that goes with one of the words. Have them put their
name and date on their paper before putting it in their Journal.
king
ring
sing

sling
swing
fling

sting
spring
string

cling
ding
wing

bring
thing

Collect the alphabet pages at this time.
Post-Reading Strategies
1. Have the students turn to page 2 and read the sentence. Have them read the
word very again. Then have them turn to page 5 and read the first line; have them
read the word prophet again. Say, “Do you feel the difference when you say very
and prophet?” (Exaggerate the /v/ and /f/ sounds.) Point out at this time that
the /f/ sound is sometimes made with the P and H letters together.
Say, “Let's see how many words there are in our book that have the /v/ sound in
them.”
very, pg 2

have, pg 11, 16, 18

lived, pg 28

Say, “Now let's look for words with the /f/ sound in them”
prophet, pg 5, 9, 14, 20, 23, 24
for, pg 12, 26

left, pg 9
fifteen, pg 28

2. Have the students look up the word “prophet” in the dictionary.
prophet: one who speaks by divine inspiration.
Say, “Divine inspiration means that God tells a prophet what to say.” Have the
students write the word prophet into their Personal Dictionaries with the following
definition:
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prophet: one who speaks for God
3. Have the students complete worksheet ABS ML L19.3.
Close in prayer. Thank God for telling us in His Word, the Bible, that He wants us
to pray to Him and that He hears us when we do.

Items Needed:
card stock or construction paper
glitter, sequins, etc. (the Spangle Mix is a good source)
Book 9, “King Hezekiah Almost Dies,” for each student
copies of Alphabet & Phonics Book pages 3 and 11
Items to Make:
copies of crown pattern (ABS ML L19.1)
copies of What Is It? (ABS ML L19.2)
copies of worksheet ABS ML L19.3

After-Lesson Thoughts:
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Name _________________________

Date _______________

Lesson 19

King Hezekiah Almost Dies
This is the story of King Hezekiah, but it isn't complete. Read it first,
then go back and finish it, using the words from the word bank.
Word bank
prophet

steps

shadow

years

good

die

prays

time

sick

ten

well

“King Hezekiah Almost Dies” is a story about a __________ king and a
time when he got very __________. In the story, a ______________
goes to the king and tells him what God has said. He tells the kings that he
is too sick to get ________. He tells the king that God says he is going to
________.
But after King Hezekiah ____________ for a long time, God says that
he won't die. There is a ______________ on the palace ____________
for telling ____________. God makes the shadow go back __________
steps so that the king will know he is going to get well.
King Hezekiah lives for fifteen ____________! In this story, things
turn out well in the end.

ABS ML L19.3

Book 9, Lesson 20 (Part 2 of 2)
KING HEZEKIAH ALMOST DIES
Scripture: 2 Kings 20:1-11 and Isaiah 38:1-8
Spiritual Emphasis: God hears us when we pray.
Academic Goal: consonant blends and digraphs; telling time
Pre-Reading Strategies
1. Copy ABS ML L20.1, Stair Step Words, onto card stock, cut out, and laminate
for longer wear. Arrange on the floor so as the students come in, they go forward
14 and back 10 on the steps, saying the words as they go.
2. Have the students make a clock using the pattern shown on ABS ML L20.2.
Copy the pattern onto card stock and have the students cut out the pieces. Give
each student a paper plate and have them decorate the rim by coloring it or making
a design on it. Then have them glue the clock face to the center of the paper
plate. Help them make a hole through the hands and fasten them to the center of
the clock with a brad so the hands can be moved about the clock face. Have the
students put their name on the back of the clock before placing it in their Journal.
Note: Some of your students may have difficulty telling time the “old fashioned”
way, as many clocks and watches are digital now, so before putting their clocks in
their Journals, spend a few minutes doing an exercise in telling time. For instance,
say, “Show me how the clock looks when it's 20 minutes after four.” “Show me
what it looks like when it's six o'clock,” and so on.
During-Reading Strategies
1. Read the story through together. Talk about what it would be like not to have
clocks and watches like we do now to tell time. Mention to the students that it
wasn't all that long ago when people weren't as mindful of the hours in the day as
we are now. Before there were big cities and jobs where people had to be at work
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at certain times, people thought in terms of day and night more than hours and
minutes.
2. Using a piece of Journal Paper (ABS ML T-1) have the students find and write
down the words in the story that begin with two-consonant sounds.
Note: Once they've found a word, don't list it again. Also, on page 22, the word
know is not counted as a double consonant word since the K is not pronounced.
page 2
when

page 5
prophet
this
what

page 9
then
the

page 10
started
praying

page 11
always

page 12
prayed

page 13
crying

page 14
spoke
who
still

page 16
that
pray

page 18
cry

page 24
shadow
steps

page 26
there

Once the students have found these words and written them down, have them
make another list from the first list of the words that begin with two consonants
but have only one beginning sound. They are:
/sh/
shadow

/th/
this, the, things, that, then

The other words in the first list begin with “consonant blends.” Show the students
how even though, for instance, the P and R in prophet combine to make the
sound /per/, they still make their own individual sounds which are blended together
to make the /per/ sound; whereas that is not so with the /sh/ sound at the
beginning of shadow; S and H together make one sound. Have the students say
these sounds with you so they understand the difference between a “digraph” (two
consonants making one sound) and a “blend” (two consonants with two sounds
blended together). It isn't necessary for the students to learn these terms.
Remind the students of how they learned about the /f/ sound in the word prophet.
Say, “Which rule applies to the sound PH makes in prophet? Is that a blend of two
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sounds? Or is that a case of two sounds combined to make one sound? You're
right! You remembered that P and H in prophet together make the /f/ sound!”
Post-Reading Strategies
1. On the same piece of Journal paper the students used to write the words for
the exercise above, ask the students to write a paragraph describing what they
might do differently if they didn't have to “watch the time” so much. What would
they like to have “more time” for? Write your own paragraph on a piece of Journal
paper, too. When the students are finished, ask for volunteers to read what
they've written. Read yours, too.
2. Have the students complete worksheet ABS ML L20.3.
Close in prayer. Thank God for helping us learn and for giving us what we need.
Items Needed:
paper plates
card stock
brads
Journal paper (ABS ML T-1)
Book 9, “King Hezekiah Almost Dies,” for each student
Items to Make:
stair steps (ABS ML L20.1)
copies of craft (ABS ML L20.2)
copies of worksheet ABS ML L20.3
After-Lesson Thoughts:
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Hezekiah

prophet
ABS ML L20.1

palace

know
ABS ML L20.1

heard

done
ABS ML L20.1

surprised

stranger
ABS ML L20.1

married

Moses
ABS ML L20.1

Hebrew

Miriam
ABS ML L20.1

cruel

Egypt
ABS ML L20.1

Name _____________________________

Date ______________

Lesson 20

King Hezekiah Almost Dies
This story isn't finished. Complete the sentences with words from the word bank.

Word Bank
fifteen
die
shadow

king
sick
know

prophet
message
time

prays
well
ten

King Hezekiah Almost Dies is a story about a good ___________ and a
time when he got very _________. In the story, a __________________
goes to the king with a _______________ from God. “God says I am to tell
you that you're going to __________ soon,” the prophet said. “You must do
what you need to do now!”
But after King Hezekiah ____________ for a long time, God talks to
the prophet again. God said, “Go back to the king. Tell him that I will make
him ___________.” When Hezekiah hears the prophet say that, he asks,
“How can I _____________ God will make me well?”
The prophet tells him how. There is a ________________ on the
palace steps for telling _______________. God makes it go back
_____________ steps so that the king will know he is going to get well, and
King Hezekiah lives another ________________ years!

ABS ML L20.3

Book 10, Lesson 21 (Part 1 of 2)
A STORY OF TWO BROTHERS
Scripture: Genesis 27:1-45; 32:1-33
Spiritual Emphasis: God made families to take care of each other, to help each
other, and to be happy together.
Academic Goal: New sight words; letter T and the /t/ sound; punctuation (dash)
Pre-Reading Strategies
1. Have the students make the tent craft. Before class, make one copy of the
tent pattern (ABS ML L21.1-1) for each student and enough copies of ABS ML
L21.1-2 so each student will have a sheep, a rug, and several jars/jugs. Have the
students color the tent and cut it out, cutting an opening along the dotted lines
from bottom to top. Have them glue the tent to a half piece of colored paper or
construction paper, gluing only the top and side edges down. Have them fold the
flaps open.
Have the students color three or four of the jugs and glue them inside and outside
the tent. Have them color a rug and glue it inside the tent also, or they can glue a
small piece of fabric over the rug instead of coloring it. Have them glue the sheep
outside the tent and put a little cotton on it for wool. Have them put their name on
the back of their finished project before placing it in their Journal.
2. Teach the sight words you've prepared for the word wall and the student word
clips.
Sight words: Esau, Jacob, message
During-Reading Strategies
1. Read the story together. Explain that what Jacob tricked his father Isaac into
giving him, the “blessing,” was a very important thing in Bible times. It was meant
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for the oldest son (which was Esau) and it would give him a larger share of
everything the father owned when he died. In Bible times, the spoken word was
taken very seriously, and once something like a blessing was given out loud, it
couldn't be taken back. So it was a very bad thing that Jacob did.
2. Teaching the Alphabet and Phonics Lesson. You will need copies of page 20
of the revised Alphabet and Phonics Book for each student.
Step A
Distribute the student copies. Hold up your copy for the students to see. Say,
“This is the letter T.” Point to the letter T in the upper right hand corner of the
page. Say, “Let's say the name together: T. Good. This big letter (pointing to the
capital letter) is capital T. And this letter (pointing to the small T) is small T.
Let's say their names. Capital T. Small T. Good. They're a little bit alike, aren't
they? I'm going to trace both Ts with my finger to get a feel for their shapes,
and then I'd like you to do the same thing. (Put your fingertip on the capital T,
saying 'capital T' aloud, and trace its shape, following the path you would take if
you were printing the letter. Repeat for the small T, again saying 'small T' aloud as
you trace the letter.) Say, “Now you try it. Good. Now, let's make a capital T in
the air.” Draw a big capital T in the air with your index finger; encourage the
students to do the same. “And let's make a small T in the air.” Draw a small T (t)
in the air with your index finger, encouraging the students to do the same.
Say, “T is the name of the letter, the sound of the letter is /t/.” Note: be
careful to say only the /t/ sound with no vowel sound, i.e., don't say /tah/ . “Please
say the sound with me: /t/. Good. Again: /t/ Good. The sound for capital T and
small T is the same.
“Now let's write the capital T on our sheets of paper (ABS ML T-1).” Write a
capital T on your dry erase board as the students write on their paper. “Good.
Now let's write a small T.” Write a small T (t) on the board as the students write
on their paper. “Good. Let's do it again; I'll go first, and then you. Great! Let's
do it one more time!”

21.2

Step B
Say, “Let's look at the word at the bottom of the page.” Point to the word tent.
“Can you tell me the name of the first letter in this word?” Point to the T in tent.
“That's right. It's a T. This word begins with a T; the word is tent. Read it with
me and listen to the first sound... tent. In Bible times, many families lived in big
tents like the one in this picture instead of living in houses. Let's read the word
one more time... tent. Good.”
Step C
Say, “Can you think of some other words that begin with the sound that tent begins
with?” Help the students think of words like:
time, tiny, team, top, try, TERRIFIC!!
Step D
Say, “Now let's go back to our story, and see how many words we can find that end
with the letter T and the /t/ sound.” Help the students find the following:
that, pg 5, 9, 18
what, pg 14
lot, pg 21

went, pg 7, 12, 24
sent, pg 18
meet, pg 24

but, pg 14, 23
left, pg 19
wasn't, pg 27

Collect the alphabet pages at this time.
3. Call the students' attention to the dash on page 21 of their books, second line,
“...he saw Esau coming—with a lot of men!” Say, “A dash, like a comma, is a signal to
pause, but a dash means a longer pause than a comma.” Demonstrate by reading
the sentence to the students, showing that a dash often means drama in the
sentence.
Have the students turn to page 7. Say, “How could we rewrite the first line on this
page, using the dash to give the sentence more expression?” Help them rewrite
the sentence, using the Journal paper they used to practice their writing lesson:
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Jacob went to his father—and tricked him!
Have the students read the sentence together as it's written in the book, then
have them read the rewritten sentence, showing the difference the dash makes.
Post-Reading Strategies
Have the students complete the ABS ML L21.2 worksheet.
Close in prayer. Thank God for our families.

Items Needed:
Book 10, “A Story of Two Brothers,” for each student
copies of Alphabet and Phonics Book page 20
construction paper
cotton balls
small pieces of fabric
Items to Make:
copies of craft patterns ABS ML L21.1-1 and ABS ML L21.1-2
copies of worksheet (ABS ML L21.2)
After-Lesson Thoughts:
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Name __________________________

Date ______________

Lesson 21

Two Brothers
Finish the sentences by filling in the blanks using the words from the
word bank.
Word bank
family

hugged

friends

named

wrong

tricked

brother

afraid

leave

1. There were two brothers ____________ Jacob and Esau.
2. One day, Jacob decided to do something that was ___________.
3. He went to his father and ____________ him by pretending he
was Esau.
4. Because what he did was so wrong, he had to ____________ home.
5. Years later, Jacob wanted to see his ____________ again.
6. He was _____________ Esau would still be angry, but he went to
see him anyway, taking his ____________ with him.
7. Esau wasn't angry with Jacob; he ran to him and ___________ him.
8. Jacob and Esau were glad to be ____________ again.
ABS ML L21.2

Book 10, Lesson 22 (Part 2 of 2)
A STORY OF TWO BROTHERS
Scripture: Genesis 27:1-45; 32:1-33
Spiritual Emphasis: God made families to take care of each other, to help each
other, and to be happy together.
Academic Goal: Review all sight words; word families; alphabetizing
Pre-Reading Strategies
1. Have the students make costume vests for acting out the story later. Before
class, gather enough brown paper grocery bags to have one for each student. Know
ahead of time which student you will assign to each role: Jacob, Esau, Isaac, the
messenger (if you have more than four students, you can use Jacob's mother as a
player, and also people from either Jacob's or Esau's traveling groups).
Show the students how to cut the bags to make a vest. Cut the bags up the front,
and around the bottom to make a neck hole. Cut an arm hole in each side. Then
have the students color and decorate the bags according to the character they'll
be playing. They can look in their books for ideas or use their imaginations. You
can have pieces of fabric available for them to glue on for more realism.
2. Review all the sight words on the word wall. Read them through once with the
students, then read them again, clapping out the syllables.
During-Reading Strategies
1. Read the story through together; then have the students act the story out,
using as much story language as possible. For example, Jacob can muse out loud,
“Why should my brother have Father's blessing when I work as hard as he does?”
Esau can ask his mother why she didn't stop Jacob. Later Jacob can say, “I sure
would like to see my brother Esau again; I wonder if he's still mad at me for
tricking our father? What will I do if he is?” When the messenger tells Esau his
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brother is coming, Esau can be excited and say, “I've missed my brother so much!
I must go to meet him!” etc.
2. Have the students look up the word wicked in the dictionary. They will find the
definition “morally bad, evil.” Say, “The words wicked and evil are very strong
words for things people do that are very wrong. More often you will hear words
like bad or naughty. The Bible says that because of God's great love for us, He
forgives even wicked things if the people who do them are sorry and ask His
forgiveness.”
Have the students write the word wicked in their Personal Dictionary with this
definition:
wicked: something someone does that is very bad
3. Ask the students if they can remember a time when someone did something
that made them really mad. What happened? Did it turn out the way it did for
Esau and Jacob? On a piece of Journal paper (ABS ML T-1) have the students
write a story about their experience. Participate in this exercise with them,
writing a story of your own while they write theirs. When you are all finished
writing, read your story first, then ask for volunteers to read theirs. Have them
put their name on their papers before they place them in their Journals.
Post-Reading Strategies
Play the Word Ladder Game (ABS ML L22.1). Give each student a copy of the
worksheet. Have them write the word “bed” on the bottom rung of ladder 1. Then
have them take turns changing one sound to make a different word and write it on
a rung up the ladder until you have 12 words. For example: bed, bad, sad, sat, fat,
fit, sit, pit, pet, let, bet, bat. Likely you will have very different words when the
students do them, but make sure they understand they're to change only one sound
(vowel or consonant) to make a new word.
On ladder 2, going from top to bottom, alphabetize the words from ladder 1.
Close in prayer. Ask God to help us forgive our brothers and sisters when they
do things that make us mad and to love them like God loves us.
22.2

Items Needed:
Book 10, “A Story of Two Brothers,” for each student
brown paper grocery bags
fabric pieces
Items to Make:
copies of worksheet ABS ML L22.1

After-Lesson Thoughts:
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Name ____________________________

Date __________________

Lesson 22

Two Brothers
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Book 11, Lesson 23 (Part 1 of 3)
MARY AND THE ANGEL
Scripture: Luke 1:26-49
Spiritual Emphasis: Mary shows great courage as she accepts the task God has for
her. Sometimes it isn't easy to say, “I will do what God wants me to do.”
Academic Goal: New sight words; letter J and /j/ sound
Pre-Reading Strategies
1. Have the students make the angel craft. Before class, copy the angel pattern
(ABS ML L23.1) onto white card stock. Have an angel and a clothes pin available
for each student. Have the students paint the clothes pins white with poster paint
and decorate the angel with glitter. Glue the clothes pin upside down to the back
of the angel so it can be clipped to a Christmas tree or other object as a
decoration. Have the students put their name on the back of the angel. They
should take it home with them at the end of class.
2. Teach the new sight words you've prepared for the word wall and student word
clips:
angel, blessed, could, engaged, Jesus, Joseph, poem, praise,
rejoice, right, Savior, young
As you teach the words angel and engaged, tell the students that sometimes the
letter G has the sound for J, and that they'll learn more about that later in the
lesson.
During-Reading Strategies
1. Provide an introduction to the story by telling the students that it begins in a
town called Nazareth, that it's about a teenage girl named Mary and one of God's
angels; that one of Mary's cousins, Elizabeth, is in the story, too. Then read the
story to the students.
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2. Teaching the Alphabet and Phonics Lesson. You will need copies of page 10
of the revised Alphabet and Phonics Book for each student.
Step A
Distribute the student copies. Hold up your copy for the students to see. Point to
the letter J in the upper right hand corner of the page and say, “This is the letter
J. Let's say the name together: J. Good. This big letter (pointing to the capital
letter) is capital J. And this letter (pointing to the small J) is small J. Let's say
their names. Capital J. Small J. Good. See how much they're alike? The capital J
is bigger, of course and the small J has to be careful to carry that dot along with
him all the time! I'm going to trace both Js with my finger, and I'd like you to
follow along and do the same thing. (Put your fingertip on the capital J, saying
'capital J' aloud, and trace its shape. Repeat for the small J, saying 'small J' aloud
as you trace the letter.) Say, “Now you try it. Good. Now, let's make a capital J in
the air.” Draw a big capital J in the air with your index finger, encouraging the
students to do the same. “And let's make a small J in the air.” Draw a small J (j)
in the air with your index finger, encouraging the students to do the same.
Say, “J is the name of the letter, the sound of the letter is /j/.” Note: be careful
to say only the /j/ sound with no vowel sound, i.e., don't say /juh/ . “Please say the
sound with me: /j/. Good. Again: /j/ Good. The sound for capital J and small J
is the same.
“Now let's write the capital J on our sheets of paper (ABS ML T-1).” Write a
capital J on your dry erase board as the students write on their paper. “Good.
Now let's write a small J.” Write a small J (j) on the board as the students write
on their paper. “Good. Let's do it again; I'll go first, and then you. Great! Let's
do it one more time!”
Step B
Say, “Let's look at the word at the bottom of the page.” Point to the word Jesus.
“Can you tell me the name of the first letter in this word?” Point to the J in Jesus.
“That's right. It's a J. This word begins with a J; the word is Jesus.
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Read it with me and listen to the first sound: Jesus. Good! This picture shows
Jesus after he was grown up. Let's read His name one more time... Jesus. Good.”
Step C
Say, “Can you think of some other words that begin with the sound /j/?” Help the
students think of words like:
jump, jello, jet, joke, juice, jungle, junk, jelly, GERONIMO!!!
Step D
Say, “Now let's go back to our story and see how many words we can find that have
the /j/ sound in them.” Explain that the words don't need to have the letter J in
them to have the /j/ sound. Remind them of the words they learned earlier in the
lesson and tell them to keep a lookout for the two that had a G with a /j/ sound.
Help the students find the following:
engaged, pg 3
message, pg 5
joy, pg 23

Joseph, pg 3
Jesus, pg 10
rejoice, pg 26

angel, pg 5, 6, 9, 15, 17
jumped, pg 23

Collect the alphabet pages at this time.
3. Have the students complete the Mary and the Angel worksheet (ABS ML
L23.2).
Post-Reading Strategies
Have the students look in their books at pages 25 through 28 and read Mary's
poem of praise. Tell the students that poems do not always have to rhyme. The
Bible has many, many poems in it that do not rhyme.
Tell the students about the Japanese form of poem called a haiku which has one
line of 5 syllables, then a line of 7 syllables, then another line of 5 syllables. Give
each student a sheet of Practice Paper (ABS ML T-3) and help them to write a
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haiku about Mary's visit from the angel or about her trip to see Elizabeth. They
can also draw a picture illustrating their haiku.
Here are several examples of a haiku:
Mary was so glad
The angel's message told her
“God is pleased with you.”

Mary went to see
Elizabeth, her cousin;
She was happy too.

Close in prayer. Thank God for Mary and for her son, Jesus.
Items Needed:
Book 11, “Mary and the Angel,” for each student
copies of Alphabet and Phonics Book page 10
Practice paper (ABS ML T-3)
card stock
clothes pins
white poster paint
glitter
Items to Make:
copies of angel pattern (ABS ML L23.1)
copies of worksheet ABS ML L23.2
After-Lesson Thoughts:

23.4

Name ____________________________

Date ________________

Lesson 23

Mary and the Angel
Finish the sentences with words from the word bank.
Word bank
Elizabeth

glad

angel

puzzled

Nazareth

son

praise

wants

poem

1. Mary was a young girl who lived in ______________.
2. One day, God sent an ____________ to talk to Mary.
3. The angel said, “Mary, you are going to have a __________.”
4. Mary was ____________ by the things the angel said to her.
5. But she said, “I will do what God __________ me to do.”
6. Later, Mary went to see her cousin _______________.
7. Elizabeth was very ____________ to see Mary.
8. Mary was so happy that she said a __________.
9. “With all my heart I ______________ the Lord,” she said.

ABS ML L23.2

Book 11, Lesson 24 (Part 2 of 3)
MARY AND THE ANGEL
Scripture: Luke 1:26-49
Spiritual Emphasis: Mary shows great courage as she accepts the task God has for
her. Sometimes it isn't easy to say, “I will do what God wants me to do.”
Academic Goal: reinforce short /i/ sound; review sight words
Pre-Reading Strategies
1. Have the students make an ornament with old Christmas cards and jar rings.
Before class, gather old Christmas cards and a small jar ring for each student. You
will also need red and/or green ribbon. Have the students choose the Christmas
card picture they want for their ornament and use the jar ring to trace a circle
around it. Have them cut the circle out, cutting just a little inside the traced line
so it will fit inside the lid. Glue the cut-out circle into the lid and tie a piece of
ribbon around the outside of the lid, gluing it in a couple places so it stays on.
2. Give each student a bingo sheet (ABS ML T-2). Have them write the following
sight words randomly in the spaces on the sheet. Have them write Free in the
middle space. Don't let them copy each other or they'll all bingo at once!
angel, blessed, could, engaged, Jesus, Joseph, poem, praise, rejoice
right, Savior, young, Mary, Nazareth

Note: the words “Mary” and “Nazareth” have been added to make an even number
of words for the game.
After all the students have filled in their bingo sheets, play bingo by calling out
the sight words and having the students cross off the words on their sheets. The
game is finished when a student “bingo's” three across or five down, depending on
how difficult or long you want to make the game.
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During-Reading Strategies
1. Read the story through together, then do an echo reading; read a page aloud,
then have the students read aloud after you, echoing your words.
2. Help the students find all the words in the story that have the short /i/ sound.
girl, lived, in, with, is, will, him, thing, nothing, impossible, this, visit,
Elizabeth, hills, inside, it, things, his
Post-Reading Strategies
1. Have the students look up the words blessed and rejoice in the dictionary. Then
have them write the words and the definitions in their Personal Dictionaries.
blessed: enjoying happiness, favored by God
rejoice: to show happiness
2. On a piece of Journal paper (ABS ML T-1), have the students write about
something they were asked or told to do that they thought was hard, and how they
felt when they had accomplished it. Help them spell any words that are difficult.
When finished have them sign and date their story before placing it in their
Journal.
3. Have the students complete the “Mary and the Angel” worksheet (ABS ML
L24.1).

Close in prayer. Ask God to help us to be joyful and thankful for the wonderful
world He has given us to live in and for the gift of His Son.
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Items Needed:
Book 11, “Mary and the Angel,” for each student
Journal paper (ABS ML T-1)
old Christmas cards
jar rings
ribbon
Items to Make:
copies of Bingo sheet (ABS ML T-2)
copies of worksheet ABS ML L24.1
After-Lesson Thoughts:
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Book 11, Lesson 25 (Part 3 of 3)
MARY AND THE ANGEL
Scripture: Luke 1:26-49
Spiritual Emphasis: Mary shows great courage as she accepts the task God has for
her. Sometimes it isn't easy to say, “I will do what God wants me to do.”
Academic Goal: punctuation
Pre-Reading Strategies
2. Have the students make a Christmas card. ABS ML L25.1 shows two options: a
yarn card or a craft foam card.
a. To make the yarn card, fold a piece of construction paper or regular
colored paper (of whatever size you choose to make the card) in half and on the
front have the student draw the outline of a simple design in pencil that can be
decorated (a Christmas tree or bell, etc.). They can make their own design or
trace a cookie cutter. Have the student go over the pencil outline with glue and
then press yarn onto the glue. They can decorate the design or not, as they
choose. A good source for decorations is the Spangle Mix. Let the card dry and
then a message can be written on the inside.
b. To make the craft foam card, have the students use a Christmas tree
cookie cutter to trace an outline onto a green craft foam sheet and cut it out.
Have them glue it to the front of a folded piece of colored paper/construction
paper and decorate it with pieces from Spangle Mix. After the front of the card
dries, they can write a message inside.
Have the students put their name on the back of the card before placing it in their
Journals.
2. Review the sight words for this book. After reading them through once, have
have the students read them again, clapping out the syllables.
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During-Reading Strategies
1. Read the story through together. Then go back to the beginning of the story
and point out the punctuation (all of which they have learned in previous lessons),
beginning with the three dots on page 1, which mean to slow down, then the comma
for a pause on page 2, a period for the end of the sentence (and a stop) on page 3.
Three dots again to slow down on page 4, a period on page 5. On page 6, point out
the quotation and exclamation marks which mean not only is someone talking, but
the person has something important to say and Mary was surprised to hear it.
Point out the question mark on page 8, and so on to the end of the story.
Then go back to the beginning of the story and assign parts: narrator, angel, Mary,
and Elizabeth. Have the students read the story with all the drama that the
punctuation calls for. Help them where necessary.
2. Give the students a piece of Practice paper (ABS ML T-3). Tell them to number
every other line one through four. You may need to initially help and encourage a
lot to get their minds working on this. They should all come up with their own
sentences.
a. For the first line, have them think of a sentence that would need a
question mark at the end of it and write it down.
b. For number two, have them think of a sentence that would need quotation
marks in it and write it down.
c. For number three, have them think of a sentence that would have a
comma in it and write it down.
d. For number four, have them think of a sentence that would need an
exclamation mark at the end of it and write it down.
When finished, have the students sign and date their papers and place them in
their Journals.
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Post-Reading Strategies
Have the students complete worksheet ABS ML L25.2.
Close in prayer. Ask God to help us to be kind and loving to our family and friends.
Items Needed:
Book 11, “Mary and the Angel,” for each student
Practice paper, ABS ML T-3
colored paper / construction paper
yarn
craft foam sheets
Christmas tree cookie cutter
Spangle Mix
Items to Make:
copies of ABS ML L25.2
After-Lesson Thoughts:
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Name _________________________

Date _________________

Lesson 25

Mary and the Angel
These sentences tell a story, but they're all mixed up! Write the
sentences on the blank lines in the right order so they tell the story
the way it should be told.
When Elizabeth saw Mary, her baby jumped for joy.
An angel came to Mary one day.
“You will have a son,” the angel said.
“God's power will do this.”
Mary went to visit Elizabeth at her house in the hills.
“But how can that happen?” Mary asked.
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
ABS ML L25.2

Book 12, Lesson 26 (Part 1 of 3)
JESUS IS BORN
Scripture: Luke 2:1-21
Spiritual Emphasis: The true meaning of Christmas: a Savior has been born.
Academic Goal: New sight words; letter A and long /a/ sound
Pre-Reading Strategies
1. Before class, make a copy of ABS ML L26.1 for each student. Ahead of time,
cut along the dotted lines of the window. Have the students color the entire
picture, including the scenes of the angel and shepherds. Then you or the students
cut out the three scenes and tape them together in the right order so they can be
passed through the window on the back of the picture, telling the story of the
shepherds. The students can take this craft home so they can tell the story to
their families.
2. Teach the new sight words you've prepared for the word wall and student word
clips.
Sight words: manger, shepherds
It may be confusing to the students that, after just learning that P and H
together can make the /f/ sound, in the case of shepherds, it isn't so. Explain to
them that the word shepherds comes from the word sheepherders, and so in this
case, the P and H together do not make the /f/ sound.
During-Reading Strategies
1. Read the story to the students. Convey the excitement with your voice as it
builds in the story to Jesus' birth and the angel's announcement to the shepherds.
Make sure the students understand that the innkeeper wasn't being rude or
unfeeling when he told Joseph that he and Mary could stay where the animals were
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sleeping; it was an act of kindness. There were many travelers on the road and not
nearly enough places for them to stay. In Bible times, there weren't hotels and
motels like we have now, only inns, and very few of those.
2. Teaching the Alphabet and Phonics Lesson. You will need copies of page 1
from the revised Alphabet and Phonics Book for each student.
Step A
Distribute the student copies. Hold up your copy for the students to see. Point to
the letter A in the upper right hand corner of the page and say, “This is the letter
A. Let's say the name together: A. Good. This big letter (pointing to the capital
letter) is capital A. And this letter (pointing to the small A) is small A. Let's say
their names. Capital A. Small A. Good. They're not much alike, are they? I'm
going to trace both As with my finger, and I'd like you to follow along and do the
same thing. (Put your fingertip on the capital A, saying capital A aloud, and trace
its shape. Repeat for the small A, saying small A aloud as you trace the letter.)
Say, “Now you do it. Good. Now, let's make a capital A in the air.” Draw a big
capital A in the air with your index finger, encouraging the students to do the
same. “And let's make a small A in the air.” Draw a small A (a) in the air with your
index finger, encouraging the students to do the same.
Say, “A is the name of the letter, and that's also one of the the sounds of the
letter: /aye/. Say it with me, okay? /aye/. Good. Again: /aye/. Good. We call
that the long sound for A. It's the same for capital A and small A.”
“Now let's write the capital A on our sheets of paper (ABS ML T-1).” Write a
capital A on your dry erase board as the students write on their paper. “Good.
Now let's write a small A.” Write a small A (a) on the board as the students write
on their paper. “Good. Let's do it again; I'll go first, and then you. Great! Let's
do it one more time!”
Step B
Say, “Let's look at the word at the bottom of the page.” Point to the word angel.
Can anyone tell me what this word is? That's right. The word is angel. You've
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read this word before. Let's read it again: angel. Good.”
Step C
Say, “Can you think of some other words that begin with the sound /aye/?” Help
the students think of words like:
able, ace, acre, aid, age, alien, aim, ape, April, ate, AMEN!!
Step D
Say, “Now let's go back to our story and see how many words we can find that have
that long /aye/ sound in them.” Help the students find the following words:
baby, way, make, they, stay, laid, manger
angel, came, Savior, angels, away, named
Collect the alphabet pages at this time.
2. Have the students complete worksheet ABS ML L26.2.
Post-Reading Strategies
Have the students write letters from Mary and Joseph back home about their trip
on a piece of Practice paper (ABS ML T-3). Have the girls write as Mary to her
sister back in Nazareth, telling of the long journey to Bethlehem, of the crowds
when they got there and how they had to stay in the stable, that her baby had
been born and what she and Joseph had named him, and how shepherds came, etc.
Have the boys write as Joseph to his parents, telling about the events of the
journey from his perspective. You should write a letter, too (perhaps from the
perspective of the innkeeper's wife?) Have the students read their letters aloud
when completed (read yours, too!), then put their name and date on them before
placing them in their Journals.
Close in prayer. Thank God for sending Jesus to be our Savior.
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Items Needed:
Book 12, “Jesus is Born,” for each student
copies of Alphabet & Phonics Book pg 1
Practice paper (ABS ML T-3)
Items to Make:
copies of craft sheet ABS ML L26.1
copies of worksheet ABS ML L26.2

After-Lesson Thoughts:
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Book 12, Lesson 27 (Part 2 of 3)
JESUS IS BORN
Scripture: Luke 2:1-21
Spiritual Emphasis: The true meaning of Christmas: a Savior has been born.
Academic Goal: /sh/ sound; rhyming word family
Pre-Reading Strategies
Have the students make a Nativity scene with old Christmas cards and craft
sticks. An example is shown on ABS ML L27.1. Have the students paint five craft
sticks brown and while they're drying, they can select a Nativity scene from the
old Christmas cards you've provided. Using the dimensions you can obtain from the
example on ABS ML L27.1 (4 ¼ X 5, with the top sides cut at a slant), have them
cut a piece of dark construction paper to be glued on the back.
Glue the craft sticks to form a stable as shown in the example. Glue the
construction paper piece to the back. Cut the Christmas card Nativity scene to
size (in a square or circle) and glue it to the front, within the craft sticks. The
students can decorate the top two craft sticks with a star and angels if they wish.
(These can be found in the Spangle Mix.) Allow them to decide whether they would
like to take this craft home or put it in their Journal.
During-Reading Strategies
1. Ask for a volunteer to read the story if you have a student who is capable of
doing so without a lot of stumbling. If not, read the story together.
Go back to page 4 and have the students look at the map. Say, “Does that look like
a long distance to you—from Nazareth to Bethlehem? It's actually 90 miles. That
might not seem very far to you. It's about as far as from here to _______ (have
figured out a town about 90 miles from where you are) . Now, you could get in your
car with your Mom and Dad and get there in about an hour and a half, but look at
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page 5. How long do you think it took Mary and Joseph to go 90 miles walking on
that road? It probably took them at least a week. Travel was very different back
then, wasn't it? No cars or buses or airplanes. Mary and Joseph didn't even have
horses; just that donkey for Mary to ride.”
Say, “What else do you see in the pictures in this book that show things were
different in Bible times than they are now?” Point out how the houses looked on
pages 1 and 2; how people shopped for food on page 6; and how differently the
people dressed.
2. Teaching the Alphabet and Phonics Lesson. You will not need copies of page
36 for the students.
Step A
Hold up a copy of page 36 from the revised Alphabet and Phonics Book for the
students to see. Point to the word sheep in the lower left corner of the page and
say, “The word on this page is sheep; please read it with me: sheep. Good. The
sound we want to learn in the word sheep is the beginning sound, the /sh/ sound.
It is made with two letters together: S and H together make the sound /sh/. Say
the sound with me: /sh/. Good. You've heard that sound a lot, haven't you? Every
time someone wants you to be quiet, they say 'shhhhh!'!”
Say, “In the picture you can see some sheep and a boy who is taking care of them.
In Bible times, it was often the children who looked after the sheep.”
Step B
Say, “Can you think of some other words that begin with the sound /sh/?” Help
the students think of words such as:
share, shine, shop, shake, shoe, shadow, SHOUT!!
Say, “Can you think of some words that end with the /sh/ sound? Help the
students think of words such as:
wish, dish, fish, squish, ISH!!
27.2

Step C
Say, “Let's see how many words we can find in our story that have the /sh/ sound
in them.” Help the students find the following words:
she, pg 13

shepherds, pg 17, 23

sheep, pg 17

3. Have the students look at page 4 and find the word way. Have them turn to
page 9 to find a word that rhymes with way: stay. Have them write these words
on a piece of Practice paper (ABS ML T-3). Together, see how many other words
you can think of in that word family and have the students write those words down
as well:
pay, way, stay
gay, gray
pray

bay, bray
hay, jay, may
say, spray, stray

day, delay
ray, relay, repay
x-ray

Post-Reading Strategies
Have the students complete the worksheet ABS ML L27.2.
Close in prayer. Ask God to help us remember the real meaning of Christmas,
that a Savior was born for the whole world.

27.3

Items Needed:
Book 12, “Jesus is Born,” for each student
Practice paper (ABS ML T-3)
old Christmas cards
craft sticks
construction paper
Spangle Mix
paint
Items to Make:
copies of worksheet ABS ML L27.2
After-Lesson Thoughts:

27.4

Name ____________________________

Date __________________

Lesson 27

Jesus is Born
Finish the sentences with words from the word bank.
Word bank
angel

Bethlehem

Jesus

winter

manger

shepherds

innkeeper

animals

outside

1. It was cold because it was ____________.
2. Even so, Mary and Joseph had to travel to ____________.
3. When they got there, the ________________ said, “All the rooms
are full.”
4. It was too cold for Mary and Joseph to stay _____________.
5. So they stayed where the _____________ were sleeping.
6. After Mary's baby was born, some ______________ came from
the fields to see him.
7. They found the baby lying asleep in a ____________.
8. This was what the ___________ told the shepherds would happen.
9. A week later, Mary and Joseph named the baby __________.
ABS ML L27.2

Book 12, Lesson 28 (Part 3 of 3)
JESUS IS BORN
Scripture: Luke 2:1-21
Spiritual Emphasis: The true meaning of Christmas: a Savior has been born.
Academic Goal: review all sight words; punctuation (semicolon)
Pre-Reading Strategies
1. Copy the sight words on ABS ML L28.1 onto red paper and ABS ML L28.2 onto
yellow paper. Laminate the sheets and cut the bows and presents out. When the
students come into the classroom, have the sight words spread out randomly on the
table for the students to match (bow to present).
2. Using a piece of green, yellow, or red construction paper and old Christmas
cards, have each student make a place mat. They can cut the Christmas cards into
any shape they desire and glue them to the construction paper to make a collage.
If you want to, you can laminate them for longer wear.
During-Reading Strategies
1. Read the story together. It should be very familiar to everyone by now and
easy to read.
When you've finished reading the story, go back to page 21. Read, “The Savior has
been born in Bethlehem!” Say, “When the angel said that to the shepherds, what
did he mean? Do you know? The word Savior means 'One who saves someone else.'
Why did God need to send a Savior? Who needed to be saved?”
Say, “We needed to be saved. God sent Jesus to be our Savior. We all do things
that are wrong, that are sinful. God hates sin. Jesus came to earth from heaven
to save us. If we believe that, and ask Him to be our Savior, God will forgive us for
the sinful things we do.”
28.1

Say, “If you want to talk to me about this some more, come and see me after
class.”
2. Have the students complete worksheet ABS ML L28.3.
3. Have the students turn to page 9 in their books. Point out the semicolon in the
first line. Say, “This punctuation mark is called a semicolon. It is used when two
parts of a sentence could be either a single sentence or two separate sentences.
Sometimes the writer makes the sentence into two sentences, but other times the
writer leaves it as one sentence by using a semicolon, as in this sentence.”
Give the students a sheet of Practice paper (ABS ML T-3) and dictate the
following two sentences for the students to write out:
a. I'm sorry. The inn is full.
b. It was winter. It was very cold.
Then have the students rewrite the sentences, using the semicolon punctuation:
a. I'm sorry; the inn is full.
b. It was winter; it was very cold.
Post-Reading Strategies
1. Give the students a piece of Journal paper (ABS ML T-1) and have them write a
short story about their favorite part of the Christmas story. Offer help with
words that are difficult to spell. Encourage them to draw and color a picture to go
along with their story. Write a story of your own as the students write theirs, so
they feel you are part of their group. As time permits, read the stories aloud,
beginning with yours.
2. Have students complete worksheet ABS ML L28.4.
Close in prayer. Thank God for sending us a Savior.

28.2

Items Needed:
Book 12, “Jesus is Born,” for each student
Journal paper (ABS ML T-1)
Practice paper (ABS ML T-3)
old Christmas cards
construction paper
laminate
Items to Make:
sight words (ABS ML L28.1 and L28.2)
copies of worksheet ABS ML L28.3
copies of worksheet ABS ML L28.4
After-Lesson Thoughts:
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manger

shepherds

Jesus

Joseph

ABS ML L28.1

cruel

Egypt

Hebrew

Miriam

Moses

married

stranger

surprised

done

know

heard

palace

prophet

Esau

Jacob

message

Savoir

poem

angel

blessed

engaged

praise

young

rejoice

manger

shepherds

Jesus

Joseph

ABS ML L28.2

cruel

Egypt

Hebrew

Miriam

Moses

married

stranger

surprised

done
done

heard
heard

know

palace

prophet

Esau

Jacob

message

Savior

poem

angel

blessed

engaged

praise

young

rejoice

Name ____________________________

Date ________________

Lesson 28

Jesus is Born
Answer each of the questions below. Make your answers a complete
sentence if you can.
1. What time of the year did Mary and Joseph travel to Bethlehem?
_________________________________________________________
2. Who talked to Mary and Joseph at the inn in Bethlehem?
_________________________________________________________
3. What did he tell them about the rooms at the inn?
_________________________________________________________
4. Where did Mary and Joseph have to sleep?
_________________________________________________________
5. When Jesus was born, where did Mary lay him down to sleep?
_________________________________________________________
6. Who saw the angels in the sky over the fields?
_________________________________________________________

ABS ML L28.4

Final Session
Instructions for Administering
the Reading Skills Post-Evaluation
For the post-evaluation, you will need a copy of the Sentences-to-Read Student
Post-Evaluation and Sentences-to-Read Tutor Post-Evaluation Worksheets.
Note: Again, it's a good idea to laminate the student's worksheet, as you'll be
using it many times and it will wear better if it's covered. Your Tutor's Worksheet
needs to be writable to record the student's information.
1. Welcome the student and make him or her comfortable.
2. Fill in the date and the student's full name on the Tutor's Worksheet. This
sheet will be kept on file.
3. Hand the student a copy of the Sentences-to-Read Post-Evaluation Worksheet
and say, “This is an exercise to help us see how much progress you've made during
our reading sessions. I'd like you to read the sentences on the page out loud,
please, beginning with number one and reading as many as you can. Don't worry
about the sentences not going together to make a story—they're not supposed to.”
4. Ask the student, “Do you have any questions?” Answer any questions, then say,
“Alright, let's begin with sentence number one.”
5. As the student reads the sentences aloud, circle the number on your Tutor's
Worksheet beside each sentence he or she can read easily.
6. When the student comes to a sentence he or she cannot read easily, say,
“That's fine, you can stop reading now.”
7. Write the student's score (the number of the last sentence easily read) on your
worksheet.
8. Ask the student to return the Student Worksheet; tell him or her the
evaluation is over and thank the student.
9. Once all the students have been evaluated, transfer the results for each
student to the Student Evaluation Report Form ABS ML-2.

POST-EVALUATION

STUDENT WORKSHEET

SENTENCES TO READ
1. We will come back.
2. Do you see these stones?
3. You will soon be set free.
4. This rock will be your house.
5. Why did you do this to me?
6. I want to ask you a question.
7. Please tell me who your father is.
8. All of the sick people were healed.
9. You will look for me but you won't find me.
10. We don't want this man to be our king.
11. He took her by the hand and helped her to her feet.
12. Please come with me as quickly as you can!
13. The man jumped up and started walking around.
14. You are a hard man, and I was afraid of you.
15. I came to do what the Father wants me to do.

16. My work has always kept me from coming to see you.
17. He saw an angel from God coming to him and calling him by name.
18. They waved their clothes around and threw dust into the air.
19. Night is almost over, and day will soon appear.
20. Look at the sky and see if you can count the stars.
21. Friends, if you have anything to say that will help the people, please say
it.
22. While they were eating, he stood near them under the trees.
23. When he got there, he let the camels rest near the well outside the
city.
24. It was late afternoon, the time when the women came out for water.
25. Then he set up camp, and his servants started digging a well.
26. That evening, a lot of quails came and landed everywhere in camp.
27. On the morning of the third day, there was thunder and lightening.
28. When the meat was done, he put it in a basket and poured the broth
into a clay cooking pot.
29. Even though what you did was wrong, you don't need to be afraid.
30. They had gone to their Egyptian neighbors and asked for gold and silver
and for clothes.

Post-Evaluation

Tutor Worksheet
SENTENCES TO READ

Date: _________________
Student's Name: __________________________
Score: ________
_________________________________________________________
1. We will come back. (Genesis 22:5)
2. Do you see these stones? (Luke 21:6)
3. You will soon be set free. (Luke 21:28)
4. This rock will be your house. (Genesis 28:22)
5. Why did you do this to me? (Genesis 29:25)
6. I want to ask you a question. (Luke 20:3)
7. Please tell me who your father is. (Genesis 24:23)
8. All of the sick people were healed. (Acts 19:11)
9. You will look for me, but you won't find me. (John 7:34)
10. We don't want this man to be our king. (Luke 19:14)
11. He took her by the hand and helped her to her feet. (Acts 9:41)
12. Please come with us as quickly as you can! (Acts 9:38)
13. The man jumped up and started walking around. (Acts 14:10)
14. You are a hard man, and I was afraid of you. (Luke 19:21)
15. I came to do what the Father wants me to do. (John 6:38)
16. My work has always kept me from coming to see you. (Romans 15:22)
17. He saw an angel from God coming to him and calling him by name. (Acts

10:3)
18. They waved their clothes around and threw dust into the air. (Acts
22:23)
19. Night is almost over, and day will soon appear. (Romans 13:12)
20. Look at the sky and see if you can count the stars. (Genesis 15:5)
21. Friends, if you have anything to say that will help the people, please say
it. (Acts 13:15)
22. While they were eating, he stood near them under the trees. (Genesis
18:8)
23. When he got there, he let the camels rest near the well outside the
city. (Genesis 24:11a)
24. It was late afternoon, the time when the women came out for water.
(Genesis 24:11b)
25. Then he set up camp, and his servants started digging a well. (Genesis
26:25)
26. That evening a lot of quails came and landed everywhere in the camp.
(Exodus 16:13)
27. On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning.
(Exodus 19:16)
28. When the meat was done, he put it in a basket and poured the broth
into a clay cooking pot. (Judges 6:19)
29. Even though what you did was wrong, you don't need to be afraid. (1
Samuel 12:20)
30. They had gone to their Egyptian neighbors and asked for gold and silver
and for clothes. (Exodus 24:17-18)

Activities and Games
1. Make a “Handy” Bean Bag
Fill most of a knit winter glove with dried beans, including the fingers and thumb.
Thread a large-eye needle with yarn and stitch the cuff closed. This makes a
great bean bag for juggling or playing catch.
2. Pencil or Art Supply Holder
Collect clean empty vegetable cans (14.5 oz). Make sure you run a can opener
around the open top so there is nothing sharp to cut a student's finger. You can
leave the label on if it is well intact (the paper the student is going to glue over it
will stick better).
Cut plain colored paper into 10” x 5 1/2” pieces before class. Have students glue
the paper around the cans, leaving an inch of extra paper at the top. Snip several
slits in the extra paper, then fold it into the cans and tape or glue it in place.
Have students decorate their holder with things you have brought for the purpose:
buttons, stickers, yarn, bits of fabric, etc.
Show the students how the holders can be used to hold pencils, paint brushes, etc.
3. It's a “Puzzlement”
This can be a group activity on a large piece of white poster board (28” x 22”) or
students can make individual puzzle art on poster board half that size.
Have students sort old jigsaw puzzle pieces into color groups. (A good source of
inexpensive puzzles is a Goodwill Store or Salvation Army Thrift Store.) Draw a
simple picture on the poster board (like a rainbow or an underwater scene with a
fish and some seaweed). Have students glue puzzle pieces onto the drawing to
make a colorful picture. Then have them color in the background around the
puzzle-piece picture, such as clouds around the rainbow and land with trees and
flowers below, or water around the fish.
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4. Name Them in a Minute!
Cover two empty square tissue boxes with plain-colored paper. Label the sides of
one die with large dots 1 to 6 like a regular die. Label the sides of the other die
with categories such as colors, fruits, states, musical instruments, colors, animals,
months. For longer wear, cover the dice with contact paper.
To play, have the students take turns rolling the dice. The number on top of the
one is the number of things they must name in the category on the top of the
other. If they name the correct number of things within a minute, they get that
number of points. Set a number of points (25 or 30). The first person to score
that many, wins. This game can be played in teams as well.
5. Tic-Tac-Toe Stories
Cut all sorts of pictures from magazines. Arrange nine on a tic-tac-toe board.
Have a student (or students) choose three in a row horizontally, vertically, or
diagonally and tell a story using those pictures.
6. Handy Hands!
Have students show how they use their hands to do the following actions (all in
pantomime):
tie their shoes
throw a ball
erase a word they've written
wring water from a cloth

thread a needle
cut a pizza into four pieces
hoe a garden
comb their hair

7. Fish Tic-Tac-Toe
Cut a 6” x 6” square from cardboard and cover it with dark blue felt. Divide it into
nine equal squares with light blue strips of felt, rick-rack, or yarn. Cut out five
each of two different colors of felt “fish” for game pieces. Glue an envelope on
the back of the board to put the fish in so you don't lose them.
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8. Yarn Cards
Cut a 6” x 8” piece of construction paper. Fold it in half. On the front of the card,
have the student lightly draw a simple outline in pencil. Trace the outline with glue.
Press yarn over the glue and let it dry. Write a message on the inside of the card.
9. Clay Pot Bird Feeder
Buy inexpensive small clay pots with bottoms. Have the students paint the pots,
understanding that the pots will be upside down when finished. Paint the rim and
inside of the tray, too. When dry, turn the pot upside down and, using construction
adhesive, glue the tray, upside right, onto the bottom of the pot, making a handy,
pretty bird feeder.
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Use Your Brain!
1. Why don't we use glue to fasten our clothes?
2. What would happen if we used a broom to clean off shelves?
3. If you hear that something is “super,” what does that tell you about it?
4. If you could program a robot to do just one thing for you, what would it be?
5. Why do cars and trucks have horns?
6. “I have something exciting to tell you!” said Tommy. “I'm all ears,” said Dad.
What did Dad mean?
7. Why don't we wear socks on our hands like we do on our feet?
8. Tell some things that make you think of your family.
9. Name a few questions you could ask to get to know someone better.
10. What is your favorite subject in school, and why do you like it?
11. Why do we wrap gifts?
12. Name four animals you probably would not see on a farm.
13. Would you want to be famous? For doing what?
14. How is painting a house like painting artwork? How is it different?
15. Why might you want to buy a book instead of borrow it from the library?
16. What is “spring cleaning?” Why do people do it?
17. Why do measuring spoons come in different sizes?
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18. Name two things that can get your attention but are not loud.
19. What makes you want to be someone's friend?
20. What do you think is the best age to be? Why do you think that?
21. Name three things that make you laugh.
22. If you could ask three questions of someone who has traveled to the moon,
what would you ask?
23. List five things you would like to do when you're feeling bored.
24. Describe some things you would see if you were an octopus.
25. Tell about a change you like when summer turns to winter.
26. Tommy found small water puddles every few inches across his kitchen floor.
Tell some things that could have caused them.
27. Name a topping you've never seen on a pizza. How do you think it would taste?
28. How is a mailbox like a telephone?
29. If beds were made of marshmallows, what would you like about that? What
wouldn't you like?
30. Name something you could not use to make a wall. Why not?
31.. What are three things you do before you go to sleep?
32. How would you describe yourself to some who doesn't know you?
33. Pretend you're a weatherman and give the weather forecast.
34. Why do you think people like to read about the past?
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35. If you could be someone else for one hour, who would you be and what would
you do for that hour?
36. Name four things that make someone a good person to have on your team.
37. What is the same about answering the telephone and answering the door?
What is different?
38. If your room were in a tower, what would you like about that? What wouldn't
you like?
39. If you could design a playground, what would you include in it?
40. What is different about playing outdoors in January and July?
41. Tell about something you learned all by yourself.
42. Name two jobs for which you would need to wear boots.
43. Do you wish you have more or less free time? Why?
44. How are a puppet and a doll alike? How are they different?
45. What would your room look like if you could decorate it the way you want to?
46. How is math used in the kitchen?
47. What would you like about being famous? What wouldn't you like about it?
48. Name some foods that grow underground.
49. Zoe said, “I'm zany, observant, and exciting!” Think of a word for each letter
of your first name.
50. What does it mean when you say that words can build walls or bridges?
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